Mr. Taylor
CJHS English Dept.
PREPARING FOR THE OUTSIDE READING ESSAY
THE RULES
The Outside Reading Essay is a 30 minute in-class essay.  It is worth 100 points.  If you are absent, you must make arrangements to make it up on the test make-up sheet.

HOW TO PREPARE

The good news is the hard part is already done, you’ve read the book!  What you need to do now is organize your notes and materials and refresh your memory a little bit. This shouldn’t take more than an hour on Monday and Tuesday night.

MONDAY NIGHT

Use your 20 minutes of reading time to skim through your book(s) to remind yourself of the plot and the main characters.  Concentrate particularly on parts you found confusing or didn’t understand.  Discuss these parts with the person who verifies your reading.

Use the remaining 30 minutes to organize your reading responses.  Skim through your “Reading as Homework” and “Reading Journal” responses and put them in order.  Reread and respond to any pages you might have missed.

TUESDAY NIGHT
Use your 20 minutes of reading to reread the following part(s) of your book(s):

· The part you liked best

· The most exciting part

· The part where you found out how the story was going to end (the climax)

Take 10 minutes and make a page of notes to use as a reference guide during the essay.  These notes should include at a minimum:

· The correct spelling of the most important characters and places, and a brief description of each

· A brief plot summary listing the most important parts of the plot in order.

· A description of how the book ends

Use the final 30 minutes to write a practice essay.  Use all the responses, the notes you have taken, and the book as references.  Use this topic:


“Write a letter to the author of your book.  The body of the letter should be at least three paragraphs long.  In the first 
paragraph introduce yourself, mention the book you read, and whether or not you liked the book.  In the second explain in 
detail with examples two things you liked or did not like about the book.  Make sure to give at least one example for each 
detail you mention.  In the final paragraph ask the author a question that came to your mind as you read the book that the 
book did not answer. Close the letter by thanking the author for his time in reading your letter.”
Give the essay to the person who is verifying your reading that evening.  Ask for comments.

DURING THE IN-CLASS ESSAY

Relax.  If you’ve prepared well, the hard part is already done.

Take your time.  Read all the topic choices before you choose.

Organize.  Think about what you are going to say.  Sketch a brief outline on the paper before you start.

Read.  Believe it or not, you have time to reread a part of the book and review your notes/responses to refresh your memory.

Take a break.  If you find yourself getting confused or flustered, put the pen down for a minute.  Read your outline to get you back on track.

Use the entire time.  If you finish early, review and proofread your essay to make sure it reads well.
