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Our Schedule

	8:50 - 9:05
	Morning Work

	9:05 - 9:50
	Specials

	9:50 - 11:47
	Language Arts

	11:47 - 12:45
	Lunch & Recess

	12:45 – 1:55
	Math

	1:55 –2:40
	Core Extension

	2:40 – 3:15
	Social Studies / Science

	3:15
	Dismissal


Specials Schedule

	Day 1
	Music

	Day 2
	P.E.

	Day 3
	Math

	Day 4
	Library

	Day 5
	Computer Lab

	Day 6
	Art


Homework


I believe that homework is necessary for practicing skills that have been learned or for enriching the classroom experience. 


In order to help students get their homework assignments done, students will take home a homework “green” folder each night.  Their assignments will be listed on the front pocket of their green folder.  After they complete an assignment, they should place it in the “Return to School” pocket.  I encourage parents to check their child’s homework folder each night.
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I expect all homework and class work to be turned in on time. Organization is the key to success!


Students that do not complete homework assignments will lose their recess time and be expected to work on the missing assignment(s) during recess.  

Weekly Progress Report
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I want to inform you of my way of communicating with you each week.  I will be sending home a weekly progress report each Friday.  This report will be located inside your child’s “green” folder.  On this report there is a list of work habits and conduct areas.  If there are no checkmarks beside any areas for the week, reward your child for a super week in school.  If there are checkmarks, please discuss with your child ways of improving the behaviors in the future.  I ask that you sign the report and return it with your child to school the following Monday.


Inside your child’s “green” folder will be graded papers that your child has completed for the week.  Please review those papers with your child and keep them at home.
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Behavior Management System


Behavior effects the entire school day. If behavior is out of control, then it makes learning difficult for everyone. I use a 5-step system in my classroom. The steps are as follows:

· Begin on a happy frog face 

· Warning 

· Moves to an "uh oh" frog face (5 minutes of no recess)

· Warning 

· Moves to a sad frog face (no recess) 

I don’t believe in a child’s day being “over” because of poor choices so I allow students to move up and down during the day. For example, if a student made very poor choices in the morning, but had worked hard and tried his or her best for the afternoon, they may be able to move back to a happy face. 

Classroom Rewards

“The Marble Jar”
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To earn rewards as a class, students can receive marbles for good behavior.  Marbles are added to the jar when the class receives compliments, good hallway behavior, a lunchroom Scottie, and a good report from a specialist.  Students can have marbles taken away when they lose their lunchroom Scottie, get poor reports from specialists, have poor hallway behavior, are noisy, or are not staying on task.  When the marble jar is full, the class will get to have the chance to vote on a reward.  This incentive works great because it helps with teamwork skills.

Classroom Library

[image: image9.jpg]"HELP
WANTED|





I maintain a small classroom library.  I allow several students to serve as “librarians” to help me monitor the collection.  Students may only check out one book at a time.  Students are responsible for keeping up with books they have checked out and are expected to replace or pay for books that are lost or damaged.


Several times a year I allow students to order books from Troll, Trumpet, or Lucky book clubs.  By sending in a book order, I receive free books for our classroom library.  When your child orders books, please make a check out to the book club directly.  I am not permitted to send cash through the mail.
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Treats may be brought in for birthdays and will be served during lunchtime. If you are bringing in treats, please make sure that you have provided the materials necessary to serve them (cups, forks, spoons, napkins, etc.). Please do not bring in a sheet cake that needs to be cut and distributed. Individual serving sized treats are so much easier and less time consuming for serving to our second graders. Also, keep in mind that we do not have a refrigerator or freezer in our room. 
Volunteers

If you are interested in volunteering, I would love to have your help! Please fill out our “Volunteer Form” with the days and times you are available and what kind of jobs you would like to do (preparing activities, making copies, working in small groups, etc.). Using volunteers in the classroom requires teacher time and preparation.  I am able to use your help so much better when I know when you are coming and have a task prepared for you. If you are scheduled to volunteer on a certain day or time and are not able to come, please let me know, as this will save me the preparation time. 

“Learning For a Lifetime”

Mrs. Richards
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