St. Joan of Arc-St. George Pre-K                                               SEPTEMBER 2007 Newsletter

~ Mrs. Rancitelli
Education is the movement from darkness to light.  ~Allan Bloom
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             And then there was light….

Well, it doesn’t come quite as miraculously or quickly as that but students are beginning to adjust and learn the school rules!  It was a tough start for a few of our little ones who were still missing mommy but I can assure you that they are all settling in nicely now. If you have not already brought in a photo (only 1 please) for our PRE-K Family Album, please do so A.S.A.P. It does help!

       KINDERGARTEN READINESS
[image: image10.png]



My goal last year was for every student entering GR. K in September to print their first and last name (in Zaner Bloser which is similar to Comic Sans you are reading now) as D’Anelian is not developmentally appropriate for 3’s and 4’s who do better with straight lines and circles…that will come later on, in kindergarten.

The group also recognized all random consonants of the alphabet out of sequence and rhyming, patterning and even reading my weekly word walls. Several ended up being able to read simple books using phonics.

There is no way to determine if this group will accomplish the same since all children are different. Again, I must remind you there are varied ages and abilities within the Pre-K classroom and my theory is to accept them where they are and invite them to grow.
     However, IF you have a child who will be entering our kindergarten in the fall I would strongly encourage you to have them practice their name ONCE at home if they need to do so, at least 3 times a week – by themselves (Trace first and then copy).

These should be written in both upper and lower case letters. Of course this is not mandatory but I am quite certain this reinforcement will help those children to advance at a better rate.
Furthermore, most children enjoy this ‘mommy and me’ time, though it is only a 3 minute little project, and they get a stamp or sticker if they would like to return it to school to me.
Last year’s group went beyond my expectations and this will not always be the case. We do have a number of younger students this year as well. Those students do not need add’l practice as I will have them the 2 years.
Also, my 5 students from last year (as well as anyone who wants to) will be given additional advanced but OPTIONAL activities and printing to do on occasion. The parents and children of that group actually asked for homework! 
Fairy Tales really do come true?
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No, not really but we try to make it seem that way in the Pre-K classroom! The children enjoyed this unit, which I developed this year .featuring The Legend of Saint George and the Dragon, The Three Little Pigs (played out in the feltboard), Goldilocks and the Three Bears (which included visual discrimination skills and learning about ordering sizes, and Cinderella for an activity in fine motor skills.
The children had fun with dramatic play and imagination and there are a few photos of girls who asked to try our fairy wings on at www.snapfish.com
Speaking of snapfish, I am pledging several hundred photos this year. I simply cannot match the 2,200 I did last year due to lack of time so these photos will be totally random but I’ll do my best. Please email me now and then when you get pictures so I can see if people really do seem to enjoy them or if perhaps they are just being deleted in which case, I would consider discontinuing the albums altogether next year. It’s up to you!
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Hop hop hooray to you for your participation in the Hop-A-Thon! ALL Preschoolers were very impressive, each accomplishing the goal of fifty hops! The proceeds from this little fundraiser helps the school and later, 10% will go to the Pre-K classroom which may be used for special treats, purchases or even toward a Field Trip later in the year. If you haven’t gotten in all of your money yet, please be sure to do so by OCT.5th, FRIDAY.

Thank you!
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The apple unit is really a big hit and includes such books as:
’A Day at the Apple Orchard’, (Science facts) ‘The Story of Johnny Appleseed’, (Social Studies)  ‘The Apple Pie Tree’,(Language Arts) ‘Ten Apples up on Top’, (Math) ‘The Story of the Little Red House with no doors’, (Curiosity)  ‘Who owns the Apple?’ (Sharing) and more.
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Children enjoyed playing with teacher created games that match numerals, letter recognition games (especially those unfamiliar lower case), Hi Ho cheery – o (fill up that ‘apple’ tree with the correct numer of apples, taking turns etc), patterning, taste tests and graphing 3 different apple varieties, Apple Math games, pass the apple and more!
Pre-K Raindrops              THANK YOU!
I would especially like to note that the colored ink that I am using for your newsletter was a generous donation from a parent. I will continue to provide color copies at home as long as I can. Last year I did buy nine ink cartridges which can get costly so I certainly appreciate your donation!

I also received a number of wonderful items including a large supply of paints, those much needed post-its, paper and more.

There is a wish list on line of any items (such as empty frosting cans) that could be used in the Pre-K throughout the year right on my website at

       www.geocities.com/mrsrancesprek
SCHOLASTICS
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Thanks for your book orders which can result in free books for the classroom over time as we accumulate bonus points. I encourage all of you to read to your child each and every night and I have not found a better bargain that Scholastic books.
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On all order, please be sure to make your checks payable to Scholastics. (No cash, please) 
The Pre-K M.V.P. of the Week   [image: image6.jpg]



Please check your child’s bag at the end of each week (and daily!) and look for a book to be completed by you so that we can name your child Pre-K’s “Most Valuable Player’ the following week. This promises to be great fun and gives you an opportunity for some special together time. 

The book is a wonderful keepsake and will be returned to you at the end of the year in your child’s portfolio. Please be aware of two things….every child will get a  random turn and remember – somebody HAS to be last !
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 Lunchtime Critics

Please check the school lunch menu (on the back of my door and also online) as some children ordering hot lunch are not so happy with it when lunchtime rolls around! Grilled cheese is NOT always an alternative and we don’t want anyone to go hungry.

On that topic, we need to know in the morning if your child wants grilled cheese (just tell Mrs. Reid) so that the cook knows how many to make. Also, we still have to be diligent about marking those lunches containing peanut butter with “P.B”. I’m hoping it will become a habit soon. We have several allergies and cannot afford the risk.

Thank you!

Reinforcing School Rules at home

For many children, this is their first ‘formal’ school experience. The rules in Pre-K are fairly simple but with some help from parents things seem to go much more smoothly for your child. 

These are the 3 most important rules:

1. When we sit on the rug at Circle Time, that is our “listening time’ (not playtime) All of the children do know this (but some need reminders :>) and they do have playtime ALL throughout the day as well.

2. Mrs. Reid needs every child to stay SEATED in their chair in the cafeteria throughout lunch. This is for safety purposes. 

3. No child should be putting their hands on another child. IF it happens repeatedly, OR if it results in even the slightest injury, a note does go home. I trust you’ll reinforce this important rule.

Other than that, we simply use classroom management (so many at each Center at one time, walking feet instead of running etc …) that I wouldn’t imagine you wouldn’t need to reinforce.

It’s my intention to work together with you to be sure that your child has the best experience possible!

