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      Death Cometh


Modern-day playwrights have often been known to imitate the theater of the ancient Greeks. The above idea is clearly exemplified in Thornton Wilder’s 1938 Pulitzer Prize winning play “Our Town”. Just as the ancient Greeks used a chorus to provide certain pertinent  information to inform the audience of characters in the play or events which will take place, so does Wilder use a Stage Manager in the same manner. The Stage Manager in “Our Town” can be compared to the chorus in a Greek tragedy in the way they inform the audience about deaths which will occur in the play.

Both the ancient Greek playwrights and Thornton Wilder used a character or a group of people  to inform the audience about deaths which would appear in the play. The ancient Greek playwrights wrote their tragic plays with death in mind. However, no death was viewed directly on the stage. The Greeks used the chorus as an informant. The chorus would relate the story of a death which occurred off stage to the audience. Similarly, Wilder uses the Stage Manager as his medium. No death is ever viewed directly by Wilder’s audience. When both Emily and Wally die it is not shown on the stage. Rather the audience is informed of these events through the Stage Manager in a direct statement to them. Both the ancient Greeks and the modern playwright Thornton Wilder used a similar method of informing the audience of certain events which occurred off stage.


Both the ancient Greeks and Thornton Wilder, a modern-day playwright, used a medium rather than direct action to inform the audience of an event such as death in their plays. Rather than directly acting out a death scene, the Greeks used a group of people known as the chorus to inform the audience of this event. Likewise, Wilder chooses a single narrator, the Stage Manager, to act in this same capacity. Thornton Wilder as a modern day playwright definitely imitated one of the methods used by the ancient Greeks when writing  their literary works.. 

