“Our Town” Test           Mrs. McDonald  9-1      Total Point Value: 100 points
OPEN A BALNK WORD DOCUMENT AND PLACE YOUR CORRECT HEADING ON IT. SAVE IT IMMEDIATELY  AS

‘YOUR LAST NAME-OTTEST’. THEN NUMBER YOUR WORD DOCUMENT 1-17 ALONG THE LEFT MARGIN AND 18-34 DOWN THE MIDDLE OF THE PAGE. THEM FOLLOW THE SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS FOR THE THREE OBJECTIVE SECTIONS BELOW.

Part I: Matching.  Place the correct letter of the description next to the number of the word it describes.

1. died in France


a. Sam Craig

2. time setting of Act I

b. George Gibbs

3. narrator


c. Joe Crowell

4. drugstore owner


d. 1901

5. town gossip


e. Joe Stoddard

6. time setting of Act III

e. Howie Newsome

7. narrative technique/Act II

f. 1913

8. newsboy (in Act I)

g. flashback

9. omniscient


h. Stage Manager

10. milkman


i. Bessie

11. horse



j. Mr. Morgan

12. baseball player


k. Mrs. Soames

13. Emily’s cousin


l. Emily Gibbs

14. undertaker


m. Thornton Wider

15. born in 1897
16. relives a day in her life

17. farmer

18. dies in childbirth

19. acts as author’s mouthpiece

20. author
Part II: Multiple Choice Place the letter of the correct answer on your answer sheet.
21. In the flashback describing the time in which George and Emily know they are ‘meant for each 
other,’ Emily first 

    
accuses George of a. having become conceited, b. being unkind to his mother, c. being a lazy student, d. running 
around too much. 
22. In his speech opening Act III, the Stage Manager states that in spite of what people say, everyone believes that a. death is 
full of sorrow, b. cemeteries are beautiful places, c. something is eternal, c. change is inevitable.

23. Thornton Wilder’s purpose in using no scenery or props in “Our Town” is probably to a. save on production costs, b. give the 
Stage Manager a more important role, c. suggest that the town could be anywhere, d. shock the audience, e. none of 
the above.

24. A major theme in the play is the view that a. life on Earth is filled with pain, b. the dead may actually be happier than the 
living, c. love and happiness are very rare things, d. people fail to appreciate life as they live it.
Part III: True and False Place a T next to the number if the statement is True; place an F next to the statement if it is 
false and then change the underlined word to make it true.
25. Act I could be called lugubrious because it was full of sorrow.
26. George is Mrs. McDonald’s husband’s name.

27. The time setting for the narrative technique in Act II is 1913.

28. The entire play covers 18 years.

29. Wally Webb died of a heart attack on a 30. fishing trip.

31. The place setting of the entire play was Cutter Corners, NY.

32. The town drunk, Sam Craig, was also the town 33. doctor.
34. The protagonist of the play was the horses of the town who symbolized all of 35. humanity.

Part IV: Short Answer  Answer the following on your word document in complete sentences.

1. What 2 important facts are shared with the audience through the use of Mr. Morgan? (10 pts)
2. Give the sub-titles for each act and explain why they could be named in such a way.  (10 pts)
Part V: Quotes   On your word document, name the character who said the quote, who it was said to, and what it means. 


(10 points each)
1. “Do any human beings ever realize life while they live it?”
2. “The real hero of this scene isn’t on the stage at all, and you know who that is.”

Part VI: Vocabulary  Define the following words on your word document. (3 points each)
1. omniscient

2.oxymoron

3. pessimist
4. sentinel
5. lugubrious

EXTRA CREDIT

1. Give a specific example for 2 of the words above. (4 poijts esch)

ONCE YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE ENTIRE TEST, SAVE IT IN MY HOMEWORK FILE UNDER “OTTEST9-1”.  ALSO SAVE A COPY FOR YOURSELF.
