United States History

Mrs. Heymann

Class Website:  www.geocities.com/mrsheymann
Welcome to U.S. History!  This year-long, required course gives us a chance to go further in depth on some topics that you are already familiar with and introduce new ideas and events.  
Class Rules:  My classroom has the following basic rules:

1. Respect for each other, for me, for your work and for the classroom.

2. Be on time. Written excuses from a teacher or administrator are the only legitimate reason for a tardy.  (See below tardy policy)
3. Come ready to learn.  Everyday you will need:  your notebook (150 pages minimum, spiral with a plastic cover) and a pen.  Borrowing from your classmates is NOT an acceptable way of getting your supplies. 

4. Be alert and participate.  You don’t have to answer every question, but you do need to be engaged.  No heads on your desk.

5. Food and drink are fine…if you are neat.  You may bring food and drink with you if you are neat.  If you are messy, your privilege will be taken away.  
6. Cell phones:  If I sewe them, I take them.  All phones should be OFF in class.  If I hear or see your phone, it goes to the dean’s office.  Your parents will need to come with you to pick it up.

7. Bathroom Policy:  You will be given 4 bathroom passes each 6 weeks.  You may NOT use these passes during the 1st or last 10 minutes of class, when another student is out of class, or during lecture or instructions.  Aside from those guidelines, you may use your bathroom passes as the need arises.  If you have a medical condition that requires you have the access to the bathroom more frequently, please have your parent, guardian or medical doctor contact me as soon as possible.    
8. No late work.  Unless you have an excused absence (illness etc) there is no late work.  You have the number of days you are absent to make up the work (for excused absences only).  Should you find yourself in a situation that makes getting your work done very difficult, come and see me as soon as possible.  If you miss a test or quiz because of an excused absence you have one week to make up that test or quiz. This can be done before or after school or during my lunch period.  
Classroom Practices:  In U.S. history we will be using many different approaches to learning a subject. 
1. Class Notebook:  We will put most of our homework and in-class assignments in this notebook.   You will get more specific instructions about the notebook later.  I will grade your notebook approximately once every 2 weeks.  You will be graded on the work in your notebook and the set up of your notebook.  These notebook grades will make up 40% of your grade.  Assignments are posted on the class website:  www.geocities.com/mrsheymann
2. Lectures and notes:  We use powerpoint and/or overhead to do notes for 20-30 minuntes 2-3 times a week (on average).  These notes will go in your class notebook.  You should copy down not only the notes that I provide, but also any other information that I stress in the lecture.  Anything covered during lecture you may see on a test or quiz.  
3. Tests and Quizzes:  We will have tests on average every 3-4 weeks.  They are worth 100 points.  We will also have open-note quizzes every other week (on average).  You may only use YOUR notes from class during these quizzes.  NO BOOKS or XEROXED NOTES (or someone else’s notes).
4. Group/Individual projects:  You will be given a rubric for the grading of these projects.

5. Seminar Discussions:  Once we have gotten to know a topic, a class period will be devoted to discussion.  We will go over the format for discussion later. 

Topics and Skills:  When you complete this course you will be able to:

1. Analyze the significant events in the founding of our nation

2. Analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural to urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.

3. Analyze the role religion played in the founding of America and its lasting moral, social and political impacts.

4. Trace the rise of the US to its role as a world power in the 20th century.

5. Analyze the major political, social, economic, technological and cultural developments of the 1920s and 1930s.

6. Analyze the major political, social, economic, technological and cultural developments of the WWII era, post war era, and the Cold War.

7. Analyze current events that influence the United States’ role in the world today.

Grading:  Your grade will be made up as follows:  

50% Tests and Quizzes and Major Projects
40% Homework and In-class assignments (your notebook)
10% Participation.  Participation is made up of your involvement in seminar discussions and random “comprehension checks” that I do at the end of the day.  
Cheating:  I and Etiwanda High School take cheating very seriously.  Any student who is caught cheating will receive a 0 on the assignment, project, quiz or test and parents will be notified.  The student will be dropped from the class with a grade of F for the second incident of cheating and will not be placed in a new class.  Cheating will include, but is not limited to: copying other students’ test answers, homework or essays, giving students answers to tests or homework questions, turning in work that is not your own or plagiarizing.  

Tardy policy:  I follow the tardy policy set forth by the school.  For the first tardy you (or I) will fill out a form.  For the second tardy we will fill out another form and I will call home.  After your third tardy, I will be call home and you will be coming in for either morning or afternoon detention in my room.  If you are tardy a fourth time, you will be dropped from the class.

Dear Parents:

I look forward to working with you this year.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year.  My email address:  lisa_heymann@cjuhsd.k12.ca.us.  You can also always reach me through the school phone system.  My extension is x3069.  You can also find information about the class on the class website:  www.geocities.com/mrsheymann.  I hope to see you at back to school night on September 11th, 2007.
Please read over this syllabus with your child.  Sign and detach the bottom portion of this form.  This is due in class by Friday, August 31st, 2007 and is worth a homework grade.

Thank you,

Mrs. Lisa Heymann                                                                                                                                                  

Cut here ________________________________________________________________________________
I have read over the U.S. History syllabus and understand what is expected of me (or what is expected of my child) in this class.  This is due Friday, AUGUST 31st, 2007.
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature____________________________________________

Date________________________

Student’s Signature____________________________________________________

Date________________________

