
Progressions

At the beginning of each week, you will find on the overhead a prompt to respond to in the form of a single paragraph.  Each following day (except Fridays), you will be assigned a way to change the paragraph.  At the end of the week, each version, or “Progression” will be collected, including the original paragraph.

Please note . . .

· You will be given 10 minutes each day to complete or revise your paragraph.

· We will not work on Progressions on Fridays, but take part in SSR instead.
· You will turn in four separate Progressions, including the first paragraph, each week, except for weeks with holidays or weather cancellations.
· Each day’s Progression is worth 25 points toward a Level I grade.  Progressions will be graded based on quality and adherence to the assignments.
· Each Progression, inclucing the first paragraph of each week, must include a date and title.  The title will be written on the overhead in the day’s assignment.
· You are responsible for making up Progressions even when you are absent.  Check with a classmate to get the title and assignment for the day.

· A Progression should never be less than a full paragraph in length (see Composing a Complete Paragraph handout)  nor longer than a full page.

· Three times during the semester you may choose to write on a topic other than the one assigned that week.  You must write “*CHOICE” as part of the title when you do choose your own topic.



EXAMPLE:

Paragraphs
1/26/06

The guidelines for a complete paragraph vary according to the purpose of your paragraph.  Sometimes a brief, informal, three-to-four sentence paragraph is all you need to get your point across.  Other times, when more detail and formality are important, five to seven sentences is a more suitable length.  In business letters, it is usually appropriate to skip lines between paragraphs, but in most any other format, a new paragraph is indicated by an indention in the first line, without skipping any lines between paragraphs.  Below are some basic guidelines to help you write a formal prose paragraph that will be useful in most situations.

Poem: What is a Paragraph?

1/27/06

