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Your final will be assembled in three main parts, each worth 50 points:

· Best Writing

· Book Review

· Writing Test

Here’s how grades will break down:

A
150-144

A-
143-139

B+
138-136

B
135-130

B-
129-127

C+
126-124

C
123-115

C-
114-112

D+
111-109

D
108-105

D-
104-102

F
101-0

As you can see, you need more than 100 points to pass, so if you fail to complete any one section, you have given up any chance of passing this final.

10 points will be deducted for each day a section is late.


The Best Writing section will involve selecting something you have written for this class over the course of the semester, whether it is a writing test sample or a sample from workshop.  You will revise this piece and make it as close to perfect as you possibly can.  This section will be graded as follows:

_____/5 Original document included

_____/5 Reflection Paragraph

_____Complete paragraph format: indented, 4-6 complete sentences

_____ At least 3 changes from the original document are described and explained

REVISED DRAFT

_____/5 Minimum 1 page

_____/5 Focus
_____ Topic/subject is clear, though it may or may not be explicitly stated 

_____ Maintains focus on topic/subject throughout the response

_____/5 Organization

_____Organizational structure establishes relationships between and among ideas and/or events

_____Consists of a logical progression of ideas and/or events and is unified and complete

_____/10 Support and Elaboration

_____Detail serves to enhance understanding of topic, not bog it down

_____Clear, rich details paint a picture for the reader

_____/10 Style

_____Used a variety of words and avoided over-use of words: interesting vocabulary

_____Used a variety of sentence structures and made sentences flow skillfully

_____/5 Conventions

_____Avoided sentence fragments and run-ons

_____Spelling and capitalization is correct

_____Correct use of punctuation

_____Appropriate, consistent verb tense


The Book Review section will relate to the book that you were regularly reminded to read on your own.  If you write your review on a book that was part of the required English II curriculum this semester, an automatic 10 points will be deducted off the top of your grade.  You have had ample opportunity to read during SSR and have been warned nearly every week since the beginning of the semester that you would need to have read a book not assigned for class.

_____/5  At least three complete paragraphs: one for the summary plus one for the choice section.

_____/15 Summary of book including

_____/1 Title and author

_____/1 Genre of book

_____/3 Setting description (when/where)

_____/5 Main characters (briefly describe)

_____/5 Major plot events, including ending
_____/15 Choose one of the following
· Pinpoint and explain 2-3 places in the book where you were so involved that you didn’t want to stop reading.  Explain what was so interesting or suspenseful.

· Write about characters or events in the book that were similar to your own life.  Explain how these were/are like you.

· Explain at least one conflict in your book.  Was it internal or external?  Who was involved?  How was the conflict resolved?

· Explain the author’s purpose and the point of view from which this story is told.  Why do you think the author wrote this book?  Was it effective for you?  Copy at least two examples that show the point of point of view.

· Write your explanation of the title of this book.  How does it relate to the book?  Is there symbolism in the title?  Why do you think the author chose this title?

· Write your recommendation of this book.  Tell specifically what you liked or didn’t like and explain why.  Who would enjoy this book?

· If you could choose someone you know to play the main character in a movie of this book, who would you choose and why?  What characteristics do the two share?

· Write an epilogue or prologue for this book.  A prologue gives some background information before reading; an epilogue ties up the loose ends after the end of the book and catches the reader up on the characters/events months or years later.

_____/15 Comparison to required course text
_____At least two significant similarities explained

_____At least two significant differences explained

BOOK REVIEW SECTION IS DUE TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2006


The Writing Test section will require all of the skills you have acquired to perform well on the state writing test.  You will be given 100 minutes to complete the test.  It WILL be a cause-and-effect prompt to be written in the form of a letter and must be recorded on the lined paper provided.  Any answers not on the lined paper will not be graded, except toward the 10 points for completing the rough draft.

_____/5 Rough draft

_____Purpose, Audience, and Context defined

_____Possible points outlined

_____Examples described

_____Revisions evident (words/sections crossed out; words/punctuation added)

_____/10 Focus

_____ Topic/subject is clear, though it may or may not be explicitly stated 

_____ Maintains focus on topic/subject throughout the response

_____/10 Organization

_____Organizational structure establishes relationships between and among ideas and/or events

_____Consists of a logical progression of ideas and/or events and is unified and complete

_____/10 Support and Elaboration

_____Detail serves to enhance understanding of topic, not bog it down

_____Clear, rich details paint a picture for the reader

_____/10 Style

_____Used a variety of words and avoided over-use of words: interesting vocabulary

_____Used a variety of sentence structures and made sentences flow sk

_____/5 Conventions

_____Avoided sentence fragments and run-ons

_____Spelling and capitalization is correct

_____Correct use of punctuation

_____Appropriate, consistent verb tense

WRITING TEST SECTION IS TO BE TAKEN ON THE DAY OF EXAMS: 

FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2006

BEST WRITING SECTION IS DUE FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2006.


