
You are an anthropologist observing a foreign culture: this one.   You are to pretend that you are visiting this area for the first time and have absolutely no idea about any of the customs of the people here.  Think in terms of a National Geographic reporter describing a tribe in Asia, Africa, Australia, or South America.

Use the questions below to guide your description:

· Who is involved in the activity?  What role does each person play?

· What objects are used in the activity?  What might they represent?

· Where does this activity take place and why?

· What appears to be the purpose of the activity?

· What does this activity tell you about the values of this society?

Below are some suggestions for possible common activities you could describe.  You are not limited to these activities; they are just to get your brain working.

Brushing your teeth

Putting on makeup

Chatting online

Going to the doctor for a check-up

Fixing a car

Getting pulled over for speeding

Making a bed

Checking out a book from the library

Going through a drive-thru

Cleaning a bathroom

Playing basketball (or football, baseball, etc—choose only one)

Graduating from high school

Getting a manicure

Taking the trash out

Making Thanksgiving dinner

Trick-or-treating

Hint: Do not use the words that we use to describe any of the objects, places, or people.  Think of alternative ways to call the people and things involved as if you do not recognize them.
We will share these activities with the class.  The idea is to make a common activity as unrecognizable as possible and to think of it in as creative a way as possible.  Let your imagination run wild!

© Laura Huertero 2005








