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Adaptations for Survival
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Adaptations are special _structures  and _behaviours__ that plants and animals have to _succeed_ in an ecosystem.
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The following questions are from your text article “Adaptations for Survival” pp12-13 .


Read the introduction to fill in the blanks above, and then read “Changing Colour”





(a) Camouflage helps the chameleon catch insects by  helping it blend in so it can sneak up on the insects.





(b) Camouflage helps protect the chameleon from predators by helping it blend in with the background so it won’t be seen.





(c) Other animals that use camouflage for protection are rabbits, geckos, iguanas, stick bugs, snakes, praying mantis, etc.





Read “Using Bright Colour”





(d) The monarch butterfly benefits from its adaptations by leaving a strong impression on its predators – bitter taste and brightly patterned wings.





(e) (see question in text and answer in sentences).  If a bird has never eaten a monarch, the butterfly is not safe.





(f) Other animals that have similar adaptations to the monarch (bright colours and poison) are  snakes, spiders





Read “Flying on the Wings of the Monarch”





(g) The differences between the monarch and the viceroy butterflies are the viceroy does not have yellow on its wings or a bitter taste. The viceroy has a black stripe across its wings.





(h) (see question in text and answer in sentences).  Yes and no. If a bird has eaten a monarch, the viceroy will benefit but if it’s eaten a viceroy then both the monarch and viceroy are at risk.





(i) The similar colour and pattern of the viceroy butterfly may affect the monarch butterfly because if a bird has eaten a viceroy, there is no bitter taste so it will not hesitate to attach a monarch.





Read “Other Disguises”


(j) Birds avoid animals that have large eyes in the front of their heads because                          


    they might be predators.





(k) Plants attempt to attract insects because the insects carry pollen and help with fertilization and reproduction.





Answer questions 2 from blue box (p.13):


The colour of the bee is distinctive, serving as a warning.











