[image: image1.png]



Improving Sentence Style Notes
Parallel Structure
When you combine several related ideas in one sentence, it is important to make sure that your combinations are balanced. You create balance in a sentence by 
























.

For example, you balance a noun with a 


, a phrase with a 



, and a clause with a 



.

This balance is called 



, or parallel structure.

Examples:

Not Parallel:



I am not much of an athlete, but I like softball, soccer, and playing 


hockey. (Two nouns and a phrase)


Parallel:



I am not much of an athlete, but I like softball, soccer and hockey. 


(Three nouns)


Not Parallel:


Dominic does not have enough time to play soccer, join the debating 


team, and band. (Two phrases and a noun)


Parallel:


Dominic does not have enough time to play soccer, join the debating 


team, and participate in band. (Three phrases)


Not Parallel:



He said that he would meet you at the soccer field and not to be late. 


(Clause and phrase)


Parallel:


He said that he would meet you at the soccer field and that you should 


not be late. (Two clauses)

Stringy Sentences
Linking together related ideas is a good way to bring variety to your writing. If you overdo it, however, you may end up with a stringy sentence.

A stringy sentence just goes on and on. It usually has too many 







 strung together with 
















.
Since all the ideas are treated equally, your reader may have trouble 












.

Three ways to fix stringy sentences:
1.

2.

3.

Example:


Stringy:



The fire alarm bell rang, and everyone started to file out of school, but 


then our principal came down the hall, and he said the bell had been 


rung by mistake, and we went back to class.


Better:



The fire alarm bell rang, and everyone started to file out of school. 


Then our principal came down the hall to say the bell had been rung 


by mistake. We went back to class.


Better:



When the fire alarm bell rang, everyone started to file out of school. 


Then our principal came down the hall. He said the bell had been rung 


by mistake, and we went back to class.

Wordy Sentences
Three tips for creating sentences that are not too wordy:

1.

2.

3.
Varying Sentence Beginnings
Basic English sentences begin with a 


 followed by a 


. However, beginning every sentence with a 


 makes your writing 

.

Ways to vary sentence beginnings:

1. 









Examples: 



 and 





2. 









Examples: 




, 



, and 

3. 









Example: 





