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Fahrenheit 451










      

“Happiness Boys”

Fahrenheit 451 presents a culture in which Fire Captain Beatty says that firemen “were given the new job, as custodians of our peace of mind” (p. 59).   Firemen have the right to keep people happy.  Happiness means getting rid of books.  Books offend.  Books confuse.  Books made people think and become depressed.  In this assignment you will explore the nature of happiness and understand the consequences of having a society based on a dictionary-type definition of happiness without consideration of its emotional implications.

Below, write your responses to the following questions to examine your understanding of happiness.  

1.
Images:  Think of the best and happiest time in your life.  Picture it in your mind’s eye, seeing people, colors, and objects.  In writing, quickly record these images as accurately as possible.

2.
How would you explain happiness to someone?

3.
Is happiness a matter of choice?  Explain.

4.
Can happiness be changed by outside forces?  Explain.

5.
Can the government by law guarantee happiness?

6.
What happens if you and the government disagree about what happiness is?

7.
In the novel, how does the government insure happiness?  Does it work?

Happiness? 
Read the following quotations which reflect Captain Beatty’s descriptions of happiness.  Agree or disagree that he defines “happiness” in terms that you think apply to present-day America, i.e. do Beatty’s descriptions/ideas of happiness seem to be reflected in our current society, and not just in the science-fiction, futuristic society created in Fahrenheit 451?  In the space below each quote, write whether you agree or disagree and explain your reasons for your opinion.  

“More sports for everyone, group spirit, fun, and you don’t have to think, eh?  Organize and organize and super organize super-super sports.  More cartoons in books.  More pictures.  The mind drinks less and less.  Impatience.  Highways full of crowds going somewhere, somewhere, somewhere, nowhere.”

“People want to be happy, isn’t that right? . . . Well, aren’t they?  Don’t we keep them moving, don’t we give them fun?”

“We’re the Happiness Boys . . . We stand against the small tide of those who want to make everyone unhappy with conflicting theory and thought.”

“So bring on your clubs and parties, your acrobats and magicians, your daredevils, jet cars, motorcycle helicopters, your sex and heroin, more of everything to do with the automatic reflex.  If the drama is bad, if the film says nothing, if the play is hollow, sting me with theremin, loudly.  I’ll think I’m responding to the play, when it’s only a tactile reaction to vibration.  But I don’t care.  I just like solid entertainment.”







