KIDNEY TRANSPLANT PROBLEM
Tonight the Laymen’s Board of Review of General Hospital meets to consider applicants for kidney transplants. Each of the patients described below has been evaluated by the medical staff, and it has been determined that each patient will probably die in three to six weeks without a transplant. The best statistical estimates are that only about five donors will be available during that period. The board must establish a priority list of who will get the kidneys by rank-ordering the nine applicants. They are:

APPLICANT A:  Age 70. Female US Senator credited with creating and protecting the nation’s first National Health Plan. 

APPLICANT B:  Age 39. Unmarried. College graduate; holds a Master’s in physical therapy. Employed at a Veteran’s Hospital for 14 years; is head of Physical and Occupational Therapy treatment center. 

APPLICANT C:  Age 23. Married, no children. College graduate. Teaches social studies and is the cheerleading coach at the junior high school. Husband is a high school teacher. Medical diagnosis indicates a heart condition that may cause complications in a transplant operation.

APPLICANT D:  Age 51. Married. Three children, a daughter 19 and two sons 17 and 15. High school graduate. Owner and operator of Smith Industries, a machine shop that employs 150. City councilman for 12 years; member of library board of directors for six years. 

APPLICANT E:  African-American Vietnam veteran and amputee who created a national training program for people with disabilities. He is under investigation for possible embezzlement of program funds to support a known gambling addiction.  

APPLICANT F:  Age 22. Last living full-blood Ojibwa Indian. At least four children by two wives. Fourth-grade education. No permanent occupation. 

APPLICANT G:  Age 34. Divorced. Three children, a daughter 7 and twin sons age 4, all in her custody. Employed as a secretary in a real estate office. Receives no child support from her ex-husband, whose whereabouts are unknown.

APPLICANT H:  Age 12. Teachers describe her as shy, withdrawn, and inhibited. Family emigrated to New York the year she was born. Family owns restaurant where both parents work. Previous kidney transplant failed.
APPLICANT I:  Age 37. A male scientist/researcher who is known to be closely associated with a white-supremacist group and is very close to discovering a cure for AIDS. 

APPLICANT J:  Age 15. Female who tested intellectually “gifted”. She is on drugs and supports her habit through prostitution. 

