STARTING A BUSINESS

Activity 1

Finding Resources for Entrepreneurs

**Imagine you are ready to become a sole proprietor. You have just finished a business degree at the local University and have saved over $50,000 by working while going to school.

Using different search engines (Yahoo, Google, etc.):

· Search for at least 10 Web sites that provide resources to entrepreneurs and small business owners (Search for: How to start a business, owning your own business, etc.)
· Write each website address down below

· Categorize each website into the following categories:  Start-up, Finances, Laws, and Employees (you must have two of each).  

· Rank each website 1-10 according to how important you believe that website will be in helping to start up a small business. 
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Acquiring and Evaluating Information 

**Research the local requirements for starting a business in MO. Find out:

1. What types of MO businesses require a license?

2. What are local requirements to start a business 
3. What is a fictitious name? How and when should one be selected?
4. How do you acquire an occupational license in MO? Who must have an occupational license?
5. What is a zoning ordinance? When can a zoning ordinance affect your business?
10 pts. Extra Credit:  For extra credit, interview the owner of a small business to find out what steps he or she took to start the business and why he or she chose to be a small business owner rather than work for someone else. Write a half-page summary and attach it to this worksheet.
