Preposition Tips:


· Is it a preposition?  Test using                     If it IS a preposition, it will USUALLY create a relationship WITH the box:  beside the box, next to the box, under the box, etc.
· Does it have an object?  If it does not have a NOUN or PRONOUN somewhere right after it, it is NOT a prepositional phrase!
· Is it needed for a sentence?  Remove the phrase from the sentence.  If what is left does not make a complete sentence, it’s not a phrase!
· Watch for infinitives!  Sometimes, “t” is not a preposition – it’s part of a verb.  Do the “I” test.  Take the suspected phrase, and replace “to” with “I.”  If it makes sense, then “to” is part of an infinitive – not a preposition!  Examples:  to run = I run.  Makes sense.  Not a preposition.  To the house = I the house.  Doesn’t make sense.  This is a preposition!
· Find what the phrase modifies.  This is tricky… remember, a prepositional phrase adds detail and answers questions.  There are a few tips for this:

· Look right behind the phrase.  Often, a phrase modifies this!

· Ask the key questions!  If it modifies a noun or pronoun, it will answer What kind of____  or Which _______ for the word it modifies.  If it is an adverb (modifies a verb or adjective), it will answer When, Where, How, How much, or How far.  
· Take your time!  This is the most important tip I can give you – do not rush through a quiz or assignment, and take the time to check your work!
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