Personal Name Poem

Assignment Summary:  Did you know that all names hold meaning?  From Shouri and Lauren ("victory") to Alexander ("defender of mankind"), our names were deeply meaningful to the people who created them.  In this exercise, you are going to create a new name for yourself, one that reflects some key details about your life and your personality.  You will then use the name and the details to create a poem about yourself.

Purpose: To help others in the class (including me!) learn something about you.

Point of View: You are an adolescent in a culture that provides permanent names for children when the personality is fully formed.  It is your time to be named and you are being asked for input as to what your name should be.  This poem is your response.

Audience: this class

Form:  A poem.  The poem should contain a total of 16 lines.  You may break it up into 4 stanzas, if you wish.  You may choose your own rhyme scheme.  Your poem must contain artwork (see examples displayed in the classroom).  Attach the FCA rubric to the back of your poem.

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Clear sense of self expressed through examples and details (x3)

2. Creativity: artwork reflects the theme of the poem, is colorful and neat

3. Correct spelling throughout

Procedure:

1. Brainstorm a list of interests and personality traits that describe you.

2. Select 1 key trait and one key interest that represent the whole you.

3. Based on that trait(s), brainstorm titles that would be your new name (for example, if you selected laughing as your key trait and swimming as your interest, your name could be "Grinning Dolphin."

4. Make a web that helps you generate descriptions and examples of how the name fits you.

5. Read the rubric, and then write a draft of the poem.

6. Read your poem aloud by yourself to make sure that it reads smoothly and makes sense.

7. Read your poem aloud with a peer and revise it accordingly.

8. Plan and create your matting.  Be sure to use colors and shapes that enhance the central theme of your poem.

9. Type your poem.  Be sure to spell check.  Mount it on the background.  Write the proper heading on the back, and attach the rubric to it.

10. Be prepared to share it in class.  Bring two copies – one finished copy with artwork, one plain copy for your folder.

Value: 3 homework grades during the work; final product is a quiz.

Name:_______________________

Period:_____

Personal Name Poem Grade Rubric:

	
	Examples and Details (x3)
	Creativity
	Spelling

	5
	Excellent!  Poem is richly detailed.  Title highlights a key trait and interest, body of poem contains 4 different ideas connected to the title
	Excellent!  Lots of effort here – background is colorful, highly creative, and connects directly with your name.  Neatly done, too.
	Superior!  No errors, with well-chosen words and a sophisticated style.



	4
	Well done.  The title reflects a key trait and interest, body of poem contains at least 3 different ideas, and some good details.
	Well done.  Your artwork connects with your title and contains color.  Artwork may not be original (cut from a magazine, printed from web…)
	Well done.  No spelling errors, but may contain one minor grammatical error.

	3
	Acceptable.  Title reflects a key trait or interest; or  poem may lack specific connections with the title.  May be vague, or poem may not be the proper length. 
	Acceptable.  Artwork connects with your title, but may lack detail  May not be in color, or artwork may be excellent overall but does not connect with your title.
	Acceptable.  Contains 1-2 minor errors, or is not typed.

	2
	Needs work.  Title may not reflect traits / interests, or poem is missing a stanza (12 lines or less in length).  Ideas are not connected with the title.
	Needs work.  Artwork appears to be hastily done, and / or lacks any connection with your title.  May be messy, with scratch-outs, tears, etc.
	Needs work.  Contains more than two errors – clearly did not spell check!

	1
	Incomplete, or inappropriate response.
	Incomplete, or appears to have been done just before class!
	Incomplete.  Too brief to evaluate, or too difficult to read.


Teacher Comments:

