Language Arts:

Notebook Guidelines

You need: A three-ring binder

       Notebook paper

                 Colored pens

                 Dividers

Your binder will be divided into several sections.  This will make it easier for you to record / keep / find all that you learn in this class.

Setting up your binder: Your binder will need the following sections:

1. Literature

2. Grammar

3. Vocabulary

4. Writing

When I do a notebook check, I will look for these sections!

I recommend that, as assignments are returned to you, you keep them in the appropriate section of your binder. 

Taking notes: It is very important that you take notes in a way that is easy for you to organize and understand.  Here is how I would like your note sections to be organized:

· Each page will have the item title written up top.  This way, if your sheet is taken out of the binder, you can quickly tell where it goes.  For example, literature notes may say The Giver up top, or a grammar page may be labeled "Verb Phrases."

· Work to develop your own system of abbreviations when taking notes.  This will be very beneficial to you in high school and college – the faster you can take notes, the easier it will be for you to pay attention in classes!  Throughout the year, I will offer suggestions on how to improve your note taking speed.

Note Pages:

Your note pages will be a little different in this class… 

Your notebook will be divided into two sides - the left page and the right page:




Left Side:

The creative side.  Here you will explore class material creatively.  Sometimes I'll give you a word or idea and ask you to write or draw whatever comes to mind.  Sometimes I'll ask you to respond to a situation.  On this side, there is no right or wrong - it's your creativity.

Right Side:

The factual side.  Here you record your class notes and information.  This is where you will take notes from the board, definitions, etc.

Why do we do this?  Believe it or not, this is based on brain research.  The left hemisphere of your brain is the "hard facts" side – it is logical, looks for patterns… and it controls the RIGHT half of your body.  By having you write factual notes on the right side (keeping your notebook so that the right page is to your right) , it activates more of your right brain.   On the other hand (literally!), your left hemisphere is more creative – by so keeping that page to the left during creative times helps the left hemisphere do its thing!

These guidelines are meant to help you be organized and creative as you study language and literature this year













