BOOK CLUB SELECTION : ASSIGNMENT

Option 3: Character Diary


Assignment Summary: You will assume the role of the main character in your book.  You will create seven journal entries covering from the beginning to the end of the book.  Each entry will be in the first person, and will contain your reaction (as the main character) to the people and events of the story.

Purpose: To demonstrate your understanding of the book through a first-person analysis of the text.

Point of View: First Person.  You ARE the character, and know what she/he knows at each point of the book.

Audience: While this is a personal journal, you are writing for someone unfamiliar with the action of the novel.

Form: Seven journal entries, each focusing on a key scene.  Entries should be dated when appropriate.  Final product should look like a journal.

Critical Areas:

Your entries must meet the following requirements:

1. Include scenes from the beginning, middle, and end of the book.

2. Discuss the MAIN CONFLICT and two MINOR conflicts somewhere in the 7 entries.

3. Include your character’s reaction to at least two other characters in the book.

4. Include your character’s assessment of how she / he has changed by the end of the book.  How have the events changed her/him; what has she/he learned?

DIARY ENTRIES CRITICAL AREAS:

REMEMBER: You will assume the role of the main character in your book. You ARE the character, and know what she/he knows at each point of the book. You will create seven journal entries covering from the beginning to the end of the book.  Each entry will be in the first person, and will contain your reaction (as the main character) to the people and events of the story.

Entry #1

Include your character’s reaction to another character

( Beginning of novel)




Entry #2

Include a main conflict

( Beginning of novel)




Entry # 3

Include a minor conflict from the novel.

( Middle of the novel) 




Entry # 4

Include your character’s reaction to another character

( Middle of the novel)




Entry # 5

Include a minor conflict from the novel.




Entry # 6

What has our character learned?

 (end of the book )


Entry # 7

How has your character changed?

(end of the book )


Model DIARY Entry


Focus Correction Areas:


Details.  Each scene is well chosen, with a solid description of characters, the action, and its importance to the main character.  


Point of view: scenes are in the first person, with appropriate responses from the character.  Reflects character’s knowledge and personality at each stage of the book.


Critical Areas.  Entries reflect thoughtful responses to each of the critical areas listed below.


Mechanics: solid grammar and mechanics, throughout








Dear Diary, 





It is now Tuesday, December 4, 2002 and I have had the worst experience of my life…


( make sure that you put in details, a stranger has picked up your journal and does not know the story)








