CHAPTER 4
American Political Culture

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Outline with Keyed-in Resources SEQ NLI \r 0 \h 
I

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Political culture (THEME A: WHAT IS “AMERICAN POLITICAL CULTURE”?) SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Alexis de Tocqueville on why democracy could take root in the U.S. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
No feudal aristocracy; minimal taxes; few legal restraints

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Westward movement; vast territory provided opportunities

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Nation of small, independent farmers

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
“Moral and intellectual characteristics”—today called “political culture”

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Definition of political culture SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Distinctive and patterned way of thinking about how political and economic life ought to be carried out

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
For example, Americans generally believe more strongly in political than in economic equality

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Elements of the American view of the political system SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Liberty (rights)

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Equality (equal vote; equal chance to participate and succeed)

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Democracy (government is accountable to the people)

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Civic duty (take community affairs seriously and become involved when possible)

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Individual responsibility (individuals responsible for their own actions and well-being)

D

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Some questions about the U.S. political culture SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How do we know people share these beliefs?

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Before polls, beliefs were inferred from books, speeches, political choices etc.

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Personality tests and comparative polling confirm these as shared beliefs that are not held in all nations

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
How do we explain behavior inconsistent with these beliefs?

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
People take actions contrary to their beliefs in everyday life; self-interest and social circumstance also shape behavior

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Beliefs are still important and may cause changes in behavior

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Why is there so much political conflict in U.S. history?

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Broad values may not be applicable to specific controversies

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Beliefs contradict one another and are not consistently interpreted

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Most consistent evidence of a common political culture is the use of the terms “Americanism” and “un-American”

E

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The Economic System SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans support free enterprise, but see limits on marketplace freedom

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans believe in equality of opportunity in the economy, but not equality of result

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans have a widely shared commitment to economic individualism

II

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Comparing America with other nations SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Political system SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Sweden has a well-developed democracy, but its political culture is more deferential than participatory

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Almost all adults vote in national elections, but few participate in any other way

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Defer to government experts and specialists

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Rarely challenge governmental decisions in court

d

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Believe in “what is best” more than “what people want”

e

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Value equality as much as (or more than) liberty

f

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Value harmony and observe obligations

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Japan has a wholly different history and set of traditions SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Value good relations with colleagues, group decisions, and social harmony

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Emphasize importance of being sensitive to personal needs of others, avoiding conflict, reaching decisions through discussion rather than application of rules

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Tremendous importance given to respecting hierarchy 

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Tend to assert rights

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Emphasize individualism, competition, equality, following rules, treating others fairly but impersonally

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Cultural differences affect political and economic systems

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Danger of overgeneralizing: there are many diverse groups within a culture

6

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Almond and Verba: U.S. and British citizens in 1959/1960 had a stronger sense of civic duty and competence than the citizens of Germany, Italy, or Mexico

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
civic duty: a belief that one has an obligation to participate in civic and political affairs

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
civic competence: a belief that one can affect government policies

7

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Subsequent research comparing Americans and Europeans SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Americans lag in voting rates but not in other forms of participation

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Americans have more confidence in government institutions

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Americans acknowledge flaws but are still “very proud” of their national identity and “would be willing to fight” for their country in the event of war

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Economic system SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Swedes tend to favor equal pay and top limit on incomes

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans favor economic freedom over equality

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans are less likely to think that hard work goes unrewarded

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans are less likely to think that government should guarantee citizens a basic standard of living

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Civic role of religion SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans are highly religious compared to Europeans

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Churches, synagogues, mosques and other religious organizations are the country’s major source of volunteer and community service

D

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Religion and Politics

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Religious beliefs have played an important role in American politics

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Both liberals and conservatives have and do use the pulpit to promote political change

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Candidates for national office in most other contemporary democracies rarely mention religion; drastically different in the U.S.

III

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
The sources of political culture (THEME B: DIVISIONS IN AMERICAN POLITICAL CULTURE)  SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Historical roots SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
American Revolution was essentially over liberty—asserting rights

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Animating spirit of the Constitution was the effort to reconcile personal liberty with social control

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Concern with assertion and maintenance of rights has resulted in an adversarial culture

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Long-standing distrust of authority reflects belief that human nature is depraved (original sin)

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Jeffersonian transition in 1800 reconciled need for and suspicion of government SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Legitimated the role of the opposition party 

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Demonstrated that liberty and political change can coexist

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Legal-sociological factors SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Widespread (not universal) participation permitted by Constitution

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Absence of an established national religion made religious diversity inevitable SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Religious diversity a source of cleavage

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Absence of established religion facilitated the absence of political orthodoxy

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Puritan heritage stress on personal achievement: SEQ NL_1_ \r 0 \h 
(1) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
Work

(2) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
Save money

(3) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
Obey secular law

(4) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
Do good works

(5) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
Max Weber described this as the “Protestant ethic” (work ethic)

d

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Miniature political systems were produced by churches’ congregational organization, so civic and political skills could develop

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Family instills the ways we think about world and politics SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Greater freedom of children and equality among family members…

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
…leads to belief in rights and acceptance of diverse views in decision-making

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
High degree of class consciousness absent

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Class consciousness: thinking of oneself as a worker whose interests are in opposition to those of management, or vice versa


b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h Most people consider themselves middle class

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Message of Horatio Alger stories is still popular: success is available to people who work hard seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h  

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The culture war SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Cultural classes in America battle over values

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Culture war differs from political disputes in three ways: SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Money is not at stake

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Compromises are almost impossible

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Conflict is more profound

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Culture conflict animated by deep differences in people’s beliefs about private and public morality—standards that ought to govern individual behavior and social arrangements

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Simplify by identifying two cultural “camps” SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Orthodox: morality is as, or more, important than self-expression; morality derives from fixed rules from God

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Progressive: personal freedom is as, or more, important than tradition; rules change based on circumstances of modern life and individual preferences

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Orthodox associated with fundamentalist Protestants

6

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Progressives associated with liberal Protestants and those with no strong religious beliefs

7

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Culture war occurring both between and within religious denominations

8

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Current culture war has special historical importance due to two changes: SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
More people consider themselves progressives than previously

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Rise of technology makes it easier to mobilize people

IV

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Mistrust of government SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Evidence of increase since late 1950s  SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
By 1980, only about 25% of people trusted Washington most of the time or just about always

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
By 1992, 2/3 of people said public officials did not care what the public thought

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Mistrust directed at officials, not government system

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Causes SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Watergate

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Vietnam

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Clinton impeachment

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Necessary to view this crisis in context SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Level of trust in 1950s may have been abnormally high

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
May have been fewer catalysts to express patriotism in 1960s and 1970s

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Events of September 11, 2001 provided reason for extraordinary outburst of patriotic fervor

D

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
In summary: SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Public confidence likely to ebb and flow with circumstances; support for President and military most likely to fluctuate

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
No dramatic change in confidence in Americans themselves or in the system as a whole

V

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Political efficacy SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Definition: citizen’s capacity to understand and influence political events

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Political efficacy has two parts SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Internal efficacy SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Confidence in one’s ability to understand and influence events

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Currently, about the same as in 1950s

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
External efficacy SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Belief that system will respond to citizens

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Not shaped by particular events

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Declined steadily since the 1960s

d

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Americans seem to believe that government is becoming too big to respond to individual preferences

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Comparison: efficacy is still much higher among Americans than among Europeans

D

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Conclusion SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans today may not be more alienated…

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
…but simply more realistic

VI

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Political tolerance SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Minimal level of tolerance crucial to democratic politics SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Allows free discussion of ideas

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Allows selection of rulers without oppression

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Levels of American political tolerance SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Most Americans assent in abstract

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Most Americans would deny these rights in concrete cases

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Americans are generally becoming more tolerant

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Many people still fear that the nation is too tolerant of harmful behaviors which leads many people to defend common moral standards over protecting individual rights

5

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Still, most are willing to allow expression by those with whom they disagree

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
How do very unpopular groups survive? SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Most people do not act on their beliefs

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Officeholders and activists more tolerant than general public

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Usually no consensus exists on whom to persecute

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Courts are sufficiently insulated from public opinion to enforce constitutional protections seq NL_a \r 0 \h  

