AP U.S. Government & Politics

Teacher Websites

As of Monday, January 3, 2006

Website Resources for you...

Teacher Websites:

1. http://home.att.net/~betsynewmark/APGOPO.html
2. http://www.rossford.k12.oh.us/coxc/Apgov.htm
3. http://www.mrhailey.org/apgovt.htm
4. http://noodle.pds.k12.nj.us/sanderson/new_site/APUSGovt/
5. http://www.utdallas.edu/~harpham/toppage11.htm
6. http://www.mvhs.fuhsd.org/erik_walukiewicz/apreviewsite.html
7. http://boballey.com/trinity/ap_government.htm
8. http://boballey.com/trinity/exam_review.htm (check this out for the FRQs)

Text Websites:

1. http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/arbiter/pRedirect?project=hrwonline&siteId=695&pageId=6279
2. http://college.hmco.com/polisci/wilson/am_gov/8e/students/ace/index.html (Practice Tests)

Notes:

http://www.invadersrealm.com/apus/civics/notes.htm
	Other Great Websites:

Rich Meislin at the New York Times has been promoted, so these sites 
are languishing right now, but they're still useful. There are links 
here to many valuable sources.

Meislin created the "Navigator" for reporters to use back in the 
pre-Google days when searching was more difficult than it is now.
It's at  http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/navigator/index.html

He also created a "Political Navigator" at
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/politics/POLI_NAVI.html

http://idealog.org  -
I really like, charts your progress on the X.Y Coordinate scale as you 
answer each question.  Choice of 2 answers
(agree, disagree) IN fact I love this one

http://www.3pc.net/matchmaker/quiz.html  -
I like, but it requires the kids to be a bit more knowledgeable about  
politics and know
terminology. Only use with APers. (Increase, keep, decrease)   END?

http://www.people-press.org/fit   -
From the Pew Center.  I like this one as well, particularly because it 
allows you to skip questions and
mark “strongly agree”. 2 problems 1) kids who mark NO for “registered
to vote” are automatically labeled apathetic  2) The definitions use
labels that are rarely used elsewhere such as “New Economy Democrat”.
Regardless I use this one in conjunction with two others. Choice of
four answers . Longest test.

http://www.selectsmart.com/PASTPRES/   -
Fun one, I use as a backup for kids who finish the other ones early. 
Matches you up with a past
President. Imagine an election with all “41” (obviously dated)
candidates.  Occasionally skews the kids. For example, a couple of
kids have been liberal on the other tests, but were aligned with
Eisenhower on this one. I think national security throws it. Choice
of three answers (yes, no, n/a) and rating of importance option.
BACKUP

http://madrabbit.net/webrabbit/quizshow.html  -
Much simpler than others in many regards, but students still need to 
have civics
knowledge. I use this one at the end. After answering the 25 questions 
they are placed on a scale with
Jesse Jackson at one end and Ronald Reagan at the other.  One caveat - 
since Jesse is 0 and Reagan is 25, forewarn the kids that the point
total doesn’t mean anything in terms of good or bad, also dated to 
1994.  usually agree/disagree, but some other multi-choice options.

http://http://www.theadvocates.org/quiz.html
 Well known and used by many teachers because it is A) relatively 
simple, B) very short, and
C) uses the X, Y coordinate grid. Also it explains each typology.
Kids still need some vocabulary like - tariff, subsidy, user fee
etc. Also the sexual question could be a bit awkward to answer with
younger students. (Requires a definition of sodomy)  -  Agree,
disagree, no opinion.  If you answer agree to all you will be a
Libertarian (sponsors of the quiz)   BOTH

http://www.politopia.com   -
All of my colleagues agree that they didn’t like the questions -  too 
many forced answers. It did pick me
right though.  However, it labeled FDR as socially conservative?  The
concept is neat and could be used with other tests once kids have a
good idea of what their idealogy is. Also uses the X, Y grid and
explains.  Multiple choice questions.

http://www.politicalcompass.org/  -
I really like this one as well. Requires some knowledge about economics 
to complete. Also uses the
X,Y grid. Explains well, and fairly broad. Agree/disagree with
“strongly” option

http://www.unknown.nu/cartoon/    -
Just fun. Ranks the cartoon characters. No options for students to rate 
themselves.

http://www.selectsmart.com/CHARACTER/   -
Successor to the Past President Election, focused on character issues. 
Not so good because
it revolves too much around just Presidents  same as other one

http://www.cjnetworks.com/~cubsfan/libtest.html    -
From an education perspective this one is garbage, but from a humour
perspective I laughed like crazy.

------------------------------------------------------
ANOTHER set of useful sites offer information about campaign 
contributions:

Open Secrets:  http://www.opensecrets.org/  (my personal favorite)

Political Money Line   http://www.tray.com/fecinfo/
and
http://www.fecinfo.com/

The Federal Elections Commission
http://www.fec.gov/

Federal Political Contributions by Zip Code
http://www.melissadata.com/Lookups/fec.asp

Links to other sites from the Corporate Accountability Project
http://www.corporations.org/campaign$$/

Follow the Money (for state political contributions)
http://www.followthemoney.org/

Florida Division of Elections
http://election.dos.state.fl.us/campfin/cfindb.shtml


From: Ram568@aol.com
I have used
 

Senate.gov

House.gov

To research concepts about

1) Committees, really useful

2) Finding and writing tp your Rep and Senator, really useful

3) Tour of Capitol building

 

census.gov

1) Districting, really great to show how districts change

2)  Pop distribution vs rep distribution on race and sex

 

yale.edu has something called the Avalon project has American history docs, useful.

 

That's just a start.

 

I have used these sites for lesson plans and student guides

 

http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/North_Hollywood_HS/programs/cschiller/gov.html
 

 

        Great Link

http://socialscience.tyler.cc.tx.us/mkho/Online_Courses/American_Textbook_Outlines/ap/ch3-out.htm
