Supreme Court Cases to Know

AP U.S. Government and Politics
	Key Date
	Supreme Court Era according to Wilson and DiIulio (1998)
	Supreme Court Case

	July 4, 1776 – Declaration of Independence

September 17, 1787 - United States Constitution is adopted by the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.

Early 1790s to 1850s – Industrialization


	1787-1865 National Supremacy and Slavery (1st Phase)
	1803 Marbury v. Madison 

	1804-1869 Westward Movement (Start of Lewis and Clark expedition to transcontinental railroad completion)


	
	1819 McCulloch v. Maryland 

	
	
	1824 Gibbons v. Ogden 

	
	
	1857 Dred Scott v. Sandford 

	1861–1865 U.S. Civil War
	1865-1937 Government and the Economy (2nd Phase)
	1877 Munn vs. Illinois 

	
	
	1896 Plessy v. Ferguson 

	1914-1918 World War I
	
	1923 Gitlow vs. N.Y. 

	1929–1941 U.S. Great Depression

1939–1945 World War II
	1938-Present. Government and Political Liberty
	1944 Korematsu vs. U.S. 

	
	
	1949 Wolf vs. Colorado 

	
	
	1950 Sweatt vs. Painter 

	
	
	1952 Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co. vs. Sawyer 

	1954–Start of U.S. Civil Rights nationally until today
	
	1954 Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas 

	
	
	1961 Mapp v. Ohio 

	
	
	1962 Baker vs. Carr 

	
	
	1962 Engel v. Vitale 

	
	
	1963 Gideon v. Wainwright 

	
	
	1964 Escobedo v. Illinois

	
	
	1965 Griswold vs. Conn.  

	
	
	1966 Miranda v. Arizona 

	
	
	1969 Tinker v. Des Moines 

	
	
	1971 Swann vs. Charlotte-Mecklenburg County Board of Education 

	
	
	1973 Roe v. Wade 

	
	
	1974 United States v. Nixon 

	
	
	1976 Buckley vs. Valeo 

	
	
	1978 Regents of the University of California v. Bakke 

	
	
	1985 New Jersey v. T.L.O. 

	
	
	1989 Texas v. Johnson 

	Late 1990’s (~1995) to Early 2000s (9/11/01)– Tech Boom


	
	1995Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. Pena 

	
	
	1996 United States v. Virginia (VMI) 

	
	
	2000 Gore v. Bush

	2001–Start of “War on Terror (U.S.)”
	
	2003 Lawrence and Garner v. Texas 


Notable Dates:

1. July 4, 1776 – Declaration of Independence

2. September 17, 1787 - United States Constitution is adopted by the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.

3. Early 1790s to 1850s – Industrialization

4. 1804-1869 Westward Movement (Start of Lewis and Clark expedition to transcontinental railroad completion)

5. 1861–1865 U.S. Civil War

6. 1914-1918 World War I

7. 1929–1941 U.S. Great Depression1939–1945 World War II

8. 1954–Start of U.S. Civil Rights nationally until today

9. Late 1990’s (~1995) to Early 2000s (9/11/01)– Tech Boom

10. 2001–Start of “War on Terror (U.S.)”

Other Notable Items to Know

1. Clear and Present Danger Test 

2. Exclusionary Rule

3. Supreme Court and Free Speech 

Note: Bold indicates that it was duplicated in previous AP tests. Therefore, you must absolutely know them as well as the ones not bolded.

Check out http://www.oyez.org/oyez/frontpage as well as http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page for some the definitions.

