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UNIT I (Constitutional Underpinnings)

1. The Constitution was an attempt to address problems of decentralization that were experienced under the Articles of Confederation.

a. List three problems of decentralized power that existed under the Articles of Confederation.  For each problem you listed, identify one solution that the Constitution provided to address the problem.

b. Some have argued that the tensions between decentralized and centralized power continue to exist.  Support this argument by explaining how one of the following illustrates the continuing tension.

i. Environmental Policy

ii. Gun Control

iii. Disability Access

iv. Medicinal Marijuana

v. Rubric in review packet

2. Explain how each of these has influenced the nature of American federalism in the last 20 years:

a. Electoral developments

b. Congressional legislation

c. Federal grants-in-aid

d. Rubric p. 86

3. The United States Constitution has endured for more than two centuries as the framework of government.  However, the meaning of the Constitution has changed both by formal and informal methods.

a. Identify two formal methods for adding amendments to the Constitution

b. Describe two formal methods that have been used to change the meaning of the Constitution.  Provide one specific example for each informal method you described

c. Explain why informal methods are used more often than the formal amendment process.

d. Rubric in review packet toward end (2001 question)

4. Using the data in the graph above and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

a. Identify two trends shown in the graph.

b. Explain how each of the following contributes to the difference between the federal and the state and local lines in the graph.

i. Block grants

ii. Federal mandates

iii. See 2003 exam for graph

5. Analyze whether federalism, over the last twenty-five years, has changed due to the increase in federal mandates on state and local governments.  In your essay, identify one federal mandate and discuss each of the following with respect to the mandate you have identified.

a. The objectives of the federal government in enacting the mandate

b. The impact on state and local government budget priorities as a result of the mandate

c. The potential consequences of the removal of the mandate.

d. Generalizing from your discussion in a, b, and c, assess the impact of increased federal mandates on federalism.

UNIT II (Political Beliefs/Political Behaviors)

1. Since the 1960s, the process of selecting presidential candidates has been altered by the changing role of presidential primaries and national party conventions.  Discuss FOUR effects that have resulted from this change in the presidential selection process. (Rubric in review packet; moderate)

2. Elections in the United States are characterized by low voter turnout.  Discuss two demographic characteristics associated with nonvoting and three institutional obstacles associated with nonvoting. (Rubric in review packet, easier)

3. The figure below displays voting patterns by state in the 1992 and 1996 presidential elections.  Using the information in the figure and your knowledge of United States voting behavior, perform the following tasks:

a. Using the map below, identify one of the numbered regions with strong support for the Democratic presidential candidate and identify and explain two factors that contribute to that support.

b. Using the map below, identify one of the numbered regions with strong support for the Republican presidential candidate and identify and explain two factors that contribute to that support

c. Rubric and picture in review packet; p. 79 (2000 Free Response)

4. Explain how each of the following voter characteristics influenced voting decisions in presidential elections from 1992-2000:

a. Party identification

b. Race/ethnicity

c. Issue preferences

d. Brief rubric p. 87; see school computer for notes)

5. The three obstacles listed below have made it difficult for Congress to enact significant campaign finance reform:

a. Buckley v. Valeo, 1976

b. Soft money

c. Incumbency

d. Select two of the obstacles. For each obstacle, provide the following:

i. A brief description of the obstacle

ii. An explanation of how the obstacle has made it difficult for Congress to enact significant campaign finance reform.

iii. (Rubric in review packet; p. 81; moderate; elements of Unit IV too)

6. The graph above shows reelection rates for incumbents in the House and Senate.  From this information and your knowledge of United States politics, perform the following tasks.

a. Identify two patterns displayed in the graph.

b. Identify two factors that contribute to incumbency advantage.  Explain how each factor contributes to incumbency advantage

c. Discuss one consequence of incumbency advantage for the United States political process.

d. 2001 question; rubric in back of review packet

7. Using the data in the graph above and your knowledge of party politics in the United States since the 1950s, perform the following tasks.

a. Identify two significant trends shown in the graph.

b. For each trend you identify in (a), provide the following.

i. An explanation for the trend

ii. An effect the trend has had on political campaigns.

See 1996 test, question three for graph

8. (2004) Trust and confidence in government have declined in recent decades.

a. Explain how divided government has contributed to the decline in trust and confidence in government. Be sure to include a definition of divided government in your response.

b. Explain how the increased cost of lection campaigns has contributed to the decline in trust and confidence in government.

c. Explain two specific consequences of the decline in trust and confidence in government for individual political behavior.

UNIT III (Political Parties, Interest Groups, Media)

1. In the 1990s presidential election campaigns have become more candidate centered and less focused on issues and party labels.  This change has been attributed both to how the media have contributed to candidate centered presidential campaigns.  Identify and explain two ways in which the media have contributed to candidate centered presidential campaigns.  Identify and explain two ways in which presidential candidates us e of the media has contributed to candidate centered campaigns.  Your answer should NOT include a discussion of presidential primary elections. (Rubric in review packet, easier)

2. National interest groups often target national-level policymaking institutions to achieve their policy objectives.  Select one of the following interest groups 

a. American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) 

b. American Medial Association (AMA)

c. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

d. National Association of Manufacturers (NAM)

And for the group you selected do each of the following:

a. Identify one major national-level policymaking institution that this group targets.

b. Describe one resource or characteristic of the group you have chosen AND explain how it influences the choice of the target you have identified in (a)

c. Describe another resource or characteristic of the group you have chosen AND explain how it influences the choice of the target you have identified in (a)

d. (Rubric in review packet, moderate)

3. Using the chart below and your knowledge of American government and politics, complete the following tasks:

a. Identify two trends shown in the table.

b. Provide two explanations for each of the trends.

c. See p. 84 for data (Campaign expenditure) and rubric 

4. Do political action committees enhance democracy, or do they damage democracy?

5. Has the rise of interest groups and the mass media helped to make the U.S. a more democratic nation?  Include two factors relating to interest groups and two factors relating to the mass media to support your answer.

a. See p. 88 for brief rubric

6. (2004) Different interest groups will choose different techniques to achieve their objectives based on their resources, characteristics, and goals.

a. Describe each of the following techniques and explain why an interest group would choose each technique.

· Litigation

· Campaign contributes

· Grassroots lobbying / mass mobilization

b. Select one of the following groups and identify the primary technique it uses from the list in part (a). Explain why the group you selected would employ the technique over the other two techniques.

· American Medic al Association (AMA)

· Sierra Club

· National Rifle Association (NRA)

· National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

7. (2004) Minor parties (third parties) have been a common feature of United States politics.

a. Describe the point of view expressed about minor parties in the political cartoon above.

b. Identify and explain how two rules of the United States electoral system act as obstacles to minor-party candidate winning elections.

c. Minor parties make important contributions to the Untied States political system in spite of the institutional obstacles to their candidate’s success. Describe two of these contributions.

UNIT IV (Institutions)

1. In the 1970s, in order to limit the power of the President and to reassert congressional authority in the policy-making process, Congress passed the following:  The War Powers Act and the Budget and Impoundment Control Act.  Briefly describe the provisions of each of these two legislative acts.  Evaluate the extent to which each act has affected the balance of power between the presidency and Congress in the 1990s. (Rubric in review packet)

2. Is Congress effective in exercising legislative oversight of the federal bureaucracy?  Support your answer by doing ONE of the following

a. Explain two specific methods Congress uses to exercise effective oversight of the federal bureaucracy.

b. Give two specific explanations for the failure of Congress to exercise effective oversight of the federal bureaucracy.

c. (Rubric in review packet, easier)

3. The Supreme Court is commonly thought to be “above politics.” However, one can argue that the appointment of Supreme Court justices is political.

a. Identify three characteristics of Supreme Court nominees and discuss how each characteristic has been politically relevant during the appointment process.

b. Identify two methods that have been used by interest groups to influence the appointment process.  Explain how each of these methods has been used to influence that process.

c. Rubric in review packet; challenging; tough to grade

4. Using the chart and your knowledge of U.S. government and politics, complete the following tasks:

a. Discuss two reasons why some presidents use the veto power more or less than others.

b. Discuss two reasons why so few vetoes are overridden.

c. Define line-item veto, and identify its current status.

d. See packet p. 82 for data and brief rubric

5. Is the American bureaucracy OUT of control, or is it UNDER the control of Congress, the President, and/or the courts?

6. To what extent is the system of nominating presidential candidates democratic?

7. Analyze the manner in which each of these affects how representative an institution the Congress is:

a. Demographic characteristics of members of Congress

b. Interest group influence on Congress

c. The seniority system

d. See p. 89 for rubric

8. (2004) Presidents are generally thought to have advantages over Congress in conducing foreign policy because of the formal and informal powers of the presidency.

a. Identify two formal constitutional powers of the President in making foreign policy.

b. Identify two formal constitutional powers of Congress in making foreign policy.

c. Identify two informal powers of the President that contribute to the President’s advantage over Congress in conducting foreign policy.

d. Explain how each of the informal powers identified in (c) contributes to the President’s advantage over Congress in conducting foreign policy.

UNIT V (Public Policy)

1.   Using the information in the pie charts above, identify two budgetary barriers that hinder the creation of new policy initiatives.  Explain why each of the barriers you identified persists.  Using your knowledge of United States politics, identify one non-budgetary barrier AND explain how this barrier hinders the creation of new policy initiatives. (Rubric in review packet, challenging, see p. 72 for pie charts)

2. Using the pie chart and your knowledge of U.S. government and politics, complete the following tasks:

a. Define discretionary spending and mandatory spending

b. Briefly compare defense and discretionary spending with entitlements and mandatory spending

c. Explain the unique budgetary problems caused by Security and net interest.

d. See p. 83 for chart and brief rubric

3. Explain how each of the following affects the federal budget making process

a. Entitlements

b. Political party preferences

c. Client groups

d. Brief rubric p. 90

4. Explain how each of the political factors listed below makes it difficult for the federal government to enact public policy.  Provide one example for each explanation.

a. Divided government

b. Weak party discipline

c. Growth in the number of interest groups and political action committees

d. 2001 exam rubric in back of packet

UNIT VI (Civil Liberties/Civil Rights)

1. The Supreme Court ruled in Barron v. Baltimore (1833) that the Bill of Rights did not apply to the states.  Explain how the Court has interpreted the 14th Amendment to apply the Bill of Rights to the states.  In your answer, briefly discuss the Court’s decision in one of the following cases to support your explanation.  

a. Gitlow v. New York (1925)

b. Wolf v. Colorado (1949)

c. Gideon v. Wainright (1963)

d. (Rubric in review packet; challenging)

2. The Supreme Court has, at times, seemed to engage in judicial activism, and at other times has seemed to practice judicial restraint.  Complete the following tasks regarding those two philosophies:

a. Define judicial activism.

b. Define judicial restraint.

c. Explain how the Supreme Court has engaged in either judicial activism or judicial restraint in two of the following areas within the past 50 years.

i. Affirmative action

ii. Search and seizure

iii. Abortion

iv. Freedom of expression

v. General rubric p. 91 
(2003 U of Michigan decision; flag burning, U.S.A. P.A.T.R.I.O.T. Act)

3. Many scholars and observers have argued that the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution has become the single most important act in all of United States politics.

a. Identify which provision of the Fourteenth Amendment was applied in one of the following Supreme Court cases.  For the case you select, explain the significance of the decision in United States politics.

i. Brown v. Board (1954)

ii. Baker v. Carr (1962)

iii. Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)

b. Identify which provision of the Fourteenth Amendment was applied in one of the following Supreme Court cases. For the case you select, explain the significance of the decision in United States politics.

i. Mapp v. Ohio (1961)

ii. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

iii. Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

iv. 2001 question; rubric in back of review packet

-=-=-=-=-

Natividad’s notes as of Tuesday, April 19, 2005:

General Questions/Comments

1. What haven’t they asked?

2. How can you ask the above questions differently in terms of economic perspectives? social perspectives? or how it may be building or hurting our notion of democracy, federalism, or constitutionalism?

3. Political Science Lab Exercises: http://pava.purdue.edu/pol101/Exercises/index.shtml
4. “We didn’t start the fire”: http://www.its.caltech.edu/~yel/Fire.html and then check out http://www.teacheroz.com/fire.htm
5. Check out these PowerPoint presentations on key topics: http://www.uky.edu/LCC/HIS/101/timsyllabus.html
Possible FRQ’s

1. How about the Electoral College?

a. White vote, black vote, voting laws, women vote, youth vote.

2. How about political realignment?

b. WWII and Post-9/11

c. See http://hnn.us/roundup/comments/10507.html
6. Supreme Court nominations process?

7. Interest groups: http://www.opensecrets.org/
8. Public Policy process: http://people.uncw.edu/imperialm/UNCW/PLS_209/PLS_209_policy_process.htm
9. Describe some key landmark Supreme Court cases? See http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/sections.php?op=viewarticle&artid=43
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