
[image: image1.png]


December 20, 2006

Dear parent/guardian:

In order to provide realistic examples of textbook learning, your student will be involved in several projects regarding how the media portrays real social and economic issues. Your student will analyze relevant social and political themes, both in a historical and contemporary context. Each film is followed with focused class discussion and written responses that are due for class credit.

As part of this analysis, students will be exposed to a variety of films. The following is a list of films (and themes) that we plan to review, if time allows. NOTE: Not all films will be used and not all will be shown in its entirety. Some may be shown for major, thematic clips for class discussion.

The following is a list of films that may be used:

Boiler Room (economics, stocks, and working with Wall St.)

Plot: A young hustler looking for a quick way to make money on Wall St. stumbles on illegal operations of a stock trading company.

Rational: Students gain a real insight on the excitement and emotion of working in a high power firm that deals with stocks and options. Students will align what the see in the film with what they learned in class (i.e., creating a company and offering public stock to raise investments funds). In addition, students will understand the emotion and psychology of dealing with financial wealth.
Bowling for Columbine (lobbying)

Plot: This film deals with how the gun lobby influences public policy. It also shows how media influences public opinion.

Rational: Students will question how the culture of fear is utilized to promote a gun culture in the U.S. Students will discuss if there really is a “culture of fear” and how does it craft public policy.

Bulworth (politics, campaigns)

Plot: A disillusioned politician puts a contract out on himself and takes the opportunity to be bluntly honest with his voters.

Rational: Students will see a cynical side of politics and how the truth is often not told to the public. Students will question what might happen if all politicians told the “truth”…the absolute truth, and what are the repercussions to their political career.

Crash

Plot: Issues of race and gender cause a group of strangers in Los Angeles to physically and emotionally collide in this drama from director and screenwriter Paul Haggis.

Rational: Students gain a real insight on the media’s portrayal of social, racial, and economic conflicts in Los Angeles, CA. Students will also discuss the hope of the film and how people can try to work together—to collaborate, in order to better society.
Fahrenheit 9/11 (U.S. Politics)

Plot: Discusses events surrounding the United States after September 11, 2001, and how the Bush Administration allegedly used the tragic event to push forward its agenda for unjust wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Rational: Students will see an obviously biased look at the Bush family’s relationship with Saudi Arabia and its possible implications to creating wealth for the Bush family. Students, however, will critically question what point of view (POV) the director is taking and to challenge and critique the director’s predisposition with their own perspective.

Fahrenhype 9/11 (U.S. Politics)

Plot: A documentary which refutes and debunks “facts” made in "Fahrenheit 9/11".

Rational: This film provides an alternative view to the documentary, "Fahrenheit 9/11". Students will once again dissect what is presented in this movie versus what was presented in "Fahrenheit 9/11".

Hotel Rwanda (International Politics)

Plot: Don Cheadle stars in the true-life story of Paul Rusesabagina, a hotel manager who housed over a thousand Tutsis refugees during their struggle against the Hutu militia in Rwanda.

Rational: Students will see a realistic portrayal of international politics as it applies to U.S. foreign policy.

Malcolm X (U.S. race relations)

Plot: The biopic of the controversial and influential Black Nationalist leader.

Rational: Students will discuss the influence of race, the culture war, and how ethnic politics shape U.S. domestic policies.

Primary Colors (U.S. Presidential race)

Plot: A man joins the political campaign of a smooth-operator candidate for the U.S. presidency.

Rational: Students will see a realistic path of success for a presidential nominee. Students will discuss the impact of media, relationship building, corruption, and funding for U.S. presidential elections.

Roger and Me (joblessness)

Plot: Director pursues GM (General Motors) CEO Roger Smith to confront him about the harm GM did to Flint, Michigan with GM’s massive downsizing.

Rational: Students will see the economic impact of multinational corporations (MNCs) on a local economy. Students will analyze the social impact of unemployment, crime, homelessness, and the destruction of families because of the lack of economic opportunity.

Romero (Religion, Poverty, and International Politics)

Plot: The life and work of Archbishop Oscar Romero who opposed, at great personal risk, the tyrannical repression in El Salvador.

Rational: Students will be provided a sense of how religion, poverty, and international politics affects the common people and those in power.

Saturday Night Live (SNL): Presidential Bash

Plot: Provides parody and humor to the presidential gaffs and campaigns slogans of various U.S. presidential campaigns.

Rational: Students will be provided a sense of lighthearted fun that pokes fun at the seriousness of the U.S. election processes. SNL will be shown after students take a serious look at real presidential debates and analyze campaign slogans and themes.

Super Size Me (economics & consumerism)

Plot: A look at obesity in America and one of its sources - fast food corporations.

Rational: Students will see the social and economic impact of fast food and how fast food may be targeting the less fortunate, the under- or lower-classes, and the less educated. Students will discuss the growing problem of obesity in the United States and what impact obesity may have in K-12 education, the workforce, and in social relations. In addition, students will discuss how the U.S. government subsidized agricultural products, such as corn products (i.e., corn syrup), to produce foods that predominantly cater to those who struggle with poverty.

The Candidate (The U.S. Senate)

Plot: Bill McKay is a candidate for the U.S. Senate from California. He has no hope of winning, so he is willing to challenge the establishment.

Rational: Much like “Primary Colors”, students will see the path of success to a successful senatorial campaign in California. The film touches on environmentalism, staying true to your word, and the trivial feeling once a candidate actually wins. Students will discuss the elements to a successful campaign. As one political operative said, “It’s not that the best candidate wins, it’s the best organization that wins elections.”

The Debut (U.S. Immigration Patterns)

Plot: The timeless story of assimilation, confusion and self-searching that accompanies the children of immigrants.

Rational: Students need to be aware of real ethnic issues surrounding today’s youth and how to proactively honor differences and similarities of all races.

The Last Supper (political ideologies)

Plot: A group of idealistic, but frustrated, liberals succumb to the temptation of getting rid of rightwing pundits for their political beliefs.

Rational: Students will discuss a variety of current issues that are on the sociopolitical and economic spectrum. The movie’s premise is, “Would you eliminate a potential threat, without the threat being realized?” Therefore, students will discuss self-righteousness in politics and how religion plays an important part in U.S. politics and the creation of social policy.

The Laramie Project (Hate Crimes)

Plot: The true story of an American town in the wake of the murder of Matthew Shepard.

Rational: Students will discuss the issues of hate crimes and how it is contributing to the culture wars in the United States. Students will also talk about alternatives to violence and how social justice can prevail.

The Manchurian Candidate (Alternative twists to U.S. Politics)

Plot: In the midst of the Gulf War, soldiers are kidnapped and brainwashed for sinister purposes.

Rational: Students will view a series of alternative twists of what U.S. politics can be without the awareness and involvement of an informed U.S. citizenry.

A couple of these films are rated “R” primarily for their adult content and violence. There is no gratuitous sex or violence in any of these films. The language and situations that are portrayed are not trivial because they emphasize and develop the social and political stereotypes and themes that are discussed in class.

Your student is developing critical thinking skills and is expected to understand the value of films, their dialog, and its importance to how cinema shapes our society. Despite the fact that many of the students are the appropriate viewing age (17), you should be notified with regard to the nature of my curriculum.
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If you do not want your student to watch these films, she or he will be assigned a separate assignment (Please circle or highlight the film(s) that you do not want your student to view).

If you will allow your student to view the previous list of films, please sign below confirming your approval by Monday, September 11, 2006. Thank you for your time and support for your student’s education.

Sincerely,

Mr. Larry Natividad, MPP

Social Studies Teacher

Richard Gahr High School

(562) 926-5566 ext. 22120







Parent Signature:___________________________





Parent Print Name:__________________________





E-mail: ___________________________________





Phone no.: ________________________________
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Student Signature:___________________________








Student Print Name: _________________________
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