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Concepts to Know Based on the 2005 AP U.S. Government and Politics Test

Mr. Nativdiad

1. Selective Incorporation of the Constitution

a. See: http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/conlaw/incorp.htm
b. http://candst.tripod.com/14thamend.htm
c. http://www.constitutionalfreedomfoundation.org/Articles/constitutional_primer_14th_amendment.htm
2. Ethics in government in terms of accountability and oversight.

a. See: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato-ethics-politics/
b. http://www.thenation.com/doc/20020408/cohen
c. http://ethics.senate.gov/
d. http://www.house.gov/ethics/
e. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A32389-2005Mar13.html
3. P.A.C.s in terms of finance reform. What is campaign finance reform? What is it reforming and why? How much can individuals contributed to a presidential campaign? How about for someone running to be a Senator or a House member?

a. See: http://www.opensecrets.org/news/campaignfinance/index.asp
b. http://www.brookings.edu/gs/cf/cf_hp.htm (a think tank!)

c. http://www.campaignfinancesite.org/
4. Jurisdiction of courts. Who controls this? What are the checks to the court system?

a. See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurisdiction
b. http://usgovinfo.about.com/blctjurisdiction.htm
5. Soft money. What is soft money and who desires this? Why?

a. See: http://www.opensecrets.org/pubs/glossary/softmoney.htm
b. http://money.howstuffworks.com/question498.htm
c. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soft_money
6. Dealignment

a. See: http://www.tutor2u.net/politics/content/topics/elections/Partisan%20Dealignment.htm
b. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dealignment
c. http://quinnell.us/politics/essay/realignment.html
7. Realignment

a. See: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A16756-2004Nov27.html
b. http://www.iath.virginia.edu/seminar/unit8/home.htm
8. What is an expenditure?

a. See: http://www.paperglyphs.com/nporegulation/lobbying.html
b. http://www.publicampaign.org/pressroom/pressreleases/release2004/statement02-17-04.htm
c. http://www.fec.gov/pages/brochures/indexp.shtml
9. What is an independent party? Why are third parties important? What is the history of third parties? Are they really seen as a threat to the two-party system? Why or why not?

a. See: http://www.civca.org/
b. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_political_parties_in_the_United_States
c. http://www.edgate.com/elections/inactive/the_parties/
10. Clean Air Act of 1977 (Amended in 1990)

a. See: http://www.epa.gov/oar/caa/
b. http://www.ametsoc.org/sloan/cleanair/index.html
c. http://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/clenair.html
11. American Disability Act of 1990

a. See: http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/
b. http://www.eeoc.gov/facts/fs-ada.html
12. Marbury vs. Madison (1803)

a. See: http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/marbury.html
b. http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/democrac/9.htm
13. McCulloch vs. Maryland (1819)

a. See: http://www.wealth4freedom.com/law/McCulloch_vs_Maryland.htm
b. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCulloch_v._Maryland
c. http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0830864.html
d. http://www.landmarkcases.org/mcculloch/home.html
14. Roe vs. Wade (1973)

a. See: http://www.landmarkcases.org/roe/home.html
15. Mapp vs. Ohio (1961)

a. See: http://www.landmarkcases.org/mapp/home.html
16. Gideon vs. Wainwright (1963)

a. See: http://www.landmarkcases.org/gideon/home.html
17. Describe major Supreme Court cases that supported civil rights? See above.

18. What are the key political differences between federal government and state government? How did the federal government grow? Get stronger? What was the role of the Supreme Court in terms of the growth of the federal government? Federalism? What are some key court cases that supported the growth of the federal government?

a. See: http://www.ppionline.org/ndol/ndol_ci.cfm?kaid=141&subid=299&contentid=3764
b. http://www.epa.gov/history/topics/regulate/01.htm
c. http://www.socialstudieshelp.com/APGOV_Notes_WeekThirteenBureaucarcy.htm
19.  What is a “gag rule”?

a. See: http://www.answers.com/topic/closure-cloture-gag-rule
b. http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2005/03/07/EDGT0ARPRT1.DTL
c. http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/Gag_Rule.htm
20. What is a grandfather clause?

a. See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grandfather_clause
b. http://afroamhistory.about.com/cs/reconstruction/g/grandfatherclau.htm
21. Independent expenditure

a. See: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_expenditure
b. http://www.fec.gov/pages/brochures/indexp.shtml#What_is_IE
c. http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h426.html
22. What is public policy?
Definitions of Public policy on the Web:
· A set of action guidelines or rules that results from the actions or lack of actions of governmental entities.
www.cdc.gov/genomics/gtesting/ACCE/FBR/CF/CFGlossary2.htm 

· Related to the social or legislative ramifications of government policies. The corollary glossary term "political aspects" is customarily applied to the process of arriving at those policies.
lib.ucr.edu/depts/acquisitions/YBP%20NSP%20GLOSSARY%20EXTERNAL%20revised6-02.php 

· Is whatever governments choose to do or not to do (Thomas Dye 1992: 2). Such a definition covers government action, inaction, decisions and non-decisions as it implies a very deliberate choice between alternatives (see Hall and Jenkins 1995).
www.stile.coventry.ac.uk/cbs/staff/beech/BOTM/Glossary.htm 

· According to Thomas A. Birkland's book An Introduction to the Policy Process, there is a "lack of a consensus definition of public policy. Thomas Dye argues that this search for a definition of public policy can degenerate into a word game." (p. 19) 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_policy
· Also see: http://www.appam.org/
· http://www.cato.org/ (Think Tank)

23. Describe the appointment process for a Supreme Court justice and what are the checks to the process? How long can a Supreme Court justice serve?

a. See: http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/50146.pdf
b. http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/mentions.htm
c. http://partners.is.asu.edu/~george/vacancy/
d. http://www.abanet.org/publiced/preview/selectingjustices.html
24. Describe how public opinion is formed in terms of their views of the Supreme Court?

a. See: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/clinic/interviews/balkin.html
b. http://www.pollingreport.com/Court.htm
c. http://www.scu.edu/ethics/publications/ethicalperspectives/affirmative_action.html
d. http://www.nationalcenter.org/brown.html
25. Revolving Door

a. See: http://www.cptech.org/ip/health/politics/revolvingdoor.html
b. http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2000/08/cheney.html
c. http://texaspolitics.laits.utexas.edu/glossary/index.php?term=revolving%20door
d. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/congress/june97/molinari_6-6.html
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