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Fall 2006 / Spring 2007

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]





Required Texts:

Wilson, J. Q., & DiIulio, Jr., J. J. (2006). American government: Institutions and policies (10th ed.). Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company.

Soifer, P. (2003). Cliffs AP U.S. government and politics. New York: Wiley Publishing, Inc. (Note: Please obtain own copy for Test points)
Week 1: 12/20/06 - 12/21/06 (Q2)

Part 1: The American System

Introduction to Political Science, review syllabus, review course policies 

Read Chapters:

1 – The Study of American Government

2 – The Constitution

· Journal #1 starts on 12/20 (Review importance of the journals for FRQ practice)
· Cover book

· Review course expectations

· Turn in Course Policies and Film Policy signature sheets on 12/21 for points
· Review roles and responsibilities

· Discuss Group Project: Chapter presentations (100 pts.). ~6 Groups

Requirements: Objectives, .ppt, handouts, professional dress, video (optional), quiz, and activities.

· Review Current Event Write-ups that are due every Monday

· Review website resources at www.geocities.com/mrnatividad/
Week 2: 1/8/07 – 1/12/07
Read Chapters:

1 – The Study of American Government

2 – The Constitution
· Cover your book. Turn in Course Policies and Film Policy signature sheets.

· Current Event Write-up #1 due: 1/8 (M)

· Journal #3 starts on 1/8 (J3-J7)
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday

· Daily Quizzes #1-#5
Week 3: 1/16 – 1/19
Read Chapters:

3 – Federalism

4 – American Political Culture

· Current Event Write-up #2 due: 1/16 (T)

· Journal #8 starts on 1/16 (J8-J11)
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday

· Daily Quizzes #6-#9
Week 4: 1/22 – 1/26
Read Chapters:

5 – Civil Liberties

6 – Civil Rights
· Current Event Write-up #3 due: 1/22 (M)

· Journal #12 starts on 1/22 (J12-J16) 

· Vocabulary Cards due Friday

· Daily Quizzes #10-#14
· Chapters 1-6 Test

Week 5: 1/29 – 2/1
Part 2: Opinions Interests, and Organizations

Read Chapters:

7 – Public Opinion

8 – Political participation

· Current Event Write-up #4 due: 1/29 (M)

· Journal #17 starts on 1/29 (J17-J20)
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday

· Daily Quizzes #15-#18
Week 6: 2/5 – 2/9
Read Chapters:

9 – Political Parities

10 – Elections and Campaigns

· Current Event Write-up #5 due: 2/5 (M)

· Journal #21 starts on 2/5 (J21-J25)
· Daily Quizzes #19-#23
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday
· Watch Primary Colors (1998). Questions due at the end of the film.
Week 7: 2/13 – 2/16
Read Chapters:

11 – Interest Groups

12 – The Media

· Current Event Write-up #6 due: 2/13 (T)

· Journal #26 starts on 2/23 (J26-J29)
· Daily Quizzes #24-#27
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday
· Chapters 7-12 Test
Week 8: 2/20 – 2/23
Part 3: Institutions of Government

Read Chapters:

13 – Congress

14 – The Presidency

· Current Event Write-up #7 due: 2/20 (T)

· Journal #30 starts on 2/20 (J30-J33)
· Daily Quizzes #28-#31
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday
Week 9: 2/26 – 3/2
Read Chapters:

15 – The Bureaucracy

16 – The Judiciary

· Current Event Write-up #8 due: 2/26 (M)

· Journal #34 starts on 2/26 (J34-J38)
· Daily Quizzes #32-#36
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday
· Chapters 13-16 Test
Week 10: 3/5 – 3/9
Part 4: The Politics of Public Policy

Read Chapters:

17 – The Policy-Making Process

18 – Economic Policy

· Current Event Write-up #9 due: 3/5 (M)

· Journal #39 starts on 3/5 (J39-J43)
· Daily Quizzes #37-#41
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday
Week 11: 3/12 – 3/16
Read Chapters:

19 – Social Welfare

20 – Foreign and Military Policy

· Current Event Write-up #10 due: 3/12 (M)

· Journal #44 starts on 3/12 (J44-J48)
· Daily Quizzes #42-#46
· Vocabulary Cards due Friday
Week 12: 3/19 – 3/23
Read Chapter:

21 – Environmental Policy

Part 5: The Nature of American Democracy

Read Chapter:

22 – Who governs? To What Ends?

· Current Event Write-up #11 due: 3/19 (M)
· Journal #49 starts on 3/19 (J49-J53)
· Daily Quizzes #47-#51
· Vocabulary Cards due Wednesday
· Chapters 17-21 Test
Week 13: 3/26 – 3/30
· Current Event Write-up #12 due: 3/26 (M)

· Journal #54 starts on 3/26 (J54-J58)
· Daily Quizzes #52-#56
· Review from the Wilson & DiIulio (2006) and from the Soifer (2003) books

· Chapter 22 Test
Week 14: 4/2 – 4/5 (3Q Ends)
· Current Event Write-up #13 due: 4/2 (M)

· Journal #59 starts on 4/2 (J59-J62)
· Daily Quizzes #57-#60
· Review from the Wilson & DiIulio (2006) and from the Soifer (2003) books

· Practice Test 1
Week 15: 4/16 (4Q Starts) – 4/20
· Current Event Write-up #14 due: 4/16 (M)

· Journal #63 starts on 12/11 (J63-J67)
· Daily Quizzes #1-#5

· Review from the Wilson & DiIulio (2006) and from the Soifer (2003) books

· Practice Test 2
· Watch The Candidate (1972). Questions due at the end
of the film. Start on 4/20 (F)
Week 16: 4/23 – 4/25
· Current Event Write-up #15 due: 4/23 (M)

· Switch to AP Econ on 4/25 (W)

· Journal #68 starts on 4/23 (J68-J69)
· Daily Quizzes #66-#67
· Review from the Wilson & DiIulio (2006) and from the

Soifer (2003) books

Instructor’s Note: Syllabus is subject to change. Therefore,

please pay close attention to any date or assignment changes.
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AP U.S. Government and Politics


(a.k.a., AP Civics)


Mr. Natividad, MPP- Instructor
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Key Milestones:


12/22 –1/5 – No School: Winter Break


1/15 (M) – No School: Martin Luther King Jr. Day


1/16 (T) – MUN Simulation at Gahr


2/2 (F) – 2nd Q Ends, No School


2/5 (M) – 3rd Q Starts


2/12 (M) – No School (Lincoln’s Day)


2/19 (M) – No School (Washington’s Day)


3/23 (F) – Sadie Hawkins Dance


3/27 (T) – Open House at 6 p.m.


4/5 (R) – 3rd Q Ends


4/6 (F) – No School


4/9 – 4/13 – Spring Break


4/16 (M) – 4th Q Starts


4/25 (W) – Switch to AP Econ


5/7 (M) – AP Civics Test at 8 a.m.


6/19 (T) – Graduation!!!
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