Summer Project

AP U.S. Government and Politics

Mr. Natividad

Richard Gahr High School

A. Please read and understand the following (click on the following hyperlinks (blue underlined)):

1. Declaration of Independence

a. http://www2.sjsu.edu/depts/itl/graphics/apps/declanal.html
b. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
c. http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=282
2. The U.S. Constitution

a. http://www.gpoaccess.gov/constitution/browse2002.html#2004
b. http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/index.html
c. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
d. http://members.aol.com/IpsoFacto3/constit.html
3. Bill of Rights and all other Amendments

a. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution#The_Bill_of_Rights_.281.E2.80.9310.29
b. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution#Subsequent_amendments_.2811.E2.80.9327.29
4. Federalist Papers 10 and 51

a. http://www.usnews.com/usnews/documents/docpages/document_page10.htm
b. http://thomas.loc.gov/home/histdox/fedpapers.html
B. When you read the above, be able to discuss the following upon your return in September (You will be tested on the documents as your first quiz during registration):

1. The practical importance of the each document

2. The historical importance of each document

3. How each document affects your life

C. Paper Requirement due on September 7, 2006
You must read the following:

Matthews, Chris (1999). Hardball. New York: Touchtone.

You must intelligently compose a 5-6 page paper (minimum, not including the first page, which is the Abstract), double space, 12 pt. font, Times New Roman font, 1-inch margins throughout, with page numbers (see example) addressing the following (use APA or MLA footnotes and references as needed) subtitles (center, non-bolded):

1. Main Ideas and Analysis
a. What are the main points of the chapters you analyzed? Describe in detail with specific examples.

2. Connections to My Life
a. What did you learn relative to your past experiences that either validates or changes your mind about politics? Describe specific examples in your life that either supports or goes against what you read in Mathews’ book.

3. Current Event Analysis
a. Align a current event from the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, BusinessWeek, Time Magazine, or U.S. News and World Report that relates to what you read that either supports or goes against what you read in the book. Defend your position. Attach the article with your paper. You are expected to handwrite notes and highlight key points on the current event article that you attached.
4. For Further Research
a. Discuss at least five items or more that you would like further information on (number your points). You do not, however, need to conduct further research. Contemplate issues that you would like to know more about in order to get a better understanding of what you learned from Hardball.

Design your paper with the 4 following headings: Main Ideas and Analysis, Connections to My Life, Current Event Analysis, and For Further Research. See the following paper example.
According to your last name, you are responsible to analyze and interpret the following chapters:

	Last Name
	Chapters You Are Responsible For

	A-E
	1, 5, 9, 10, 14

	F-L
	2, 6, 9, 11, 14

	M-R
	3, 7, 9, 12, 14

	S-Z
	4, 8, 9, 13, 14


Your paper is due on the first day of class: Thursday, September 7, 2006. Thank you.
Frequently Asked Questions

Question 1: "According to the instruction, we were to ‘intelligently compose’ a 5-6 page paper, which is the bare minimum... What exactly did you mean by that: is it for each chapter assigned? or as the five chapters in its entirety?"

 

Answer 1: I'm asking for 5-6 pages min. for all five chapters. Use the required headings in your paper in order to guide me of your logical thinking. Be sure to proofread (I would like APA (American Psychological Association) style citation and format (see http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html)…but if you use MLA, that is fine too). I want you to really think about this paper. I'm also assuming that most of you will probably go over that 5-6 page min. Think about the hidden rules of politics.
Question 2: Is there a sample format you can provide us?

Answer 2: See the next page. Follow that example. Note on the References page that Matthews’ book is already there for you and that I provided you examples on how to cite a website. Do not plagiarize any work. When in doubt, quote it and cite it!!! For example, be sure to cite your current event article. Also note the page numbers in the paper and that the hyperlinks are not underlined and are not in blue letters. In the References, note that title of books are italicized. See http://guides.library.fullerton.edu/citing/citations/APA.pdf for more information on how to use APA.
Title of Paper

Abstract


This paper is an example of what your paper should look like. This specific section is the Abstract. This should be a very brief paragraph on what your project is about. It should be 12 point font, Times New Roman, 1 inch margins throughout, single space, italics. This is not an introduction, but rather a very brief synopsis of what your company is and your main findings to make your company successful. This should be a very very strong paragraph. Abstracts are limited to 120 words. Notice how this is italicized. Be sure to change “Title of Paper” to your own title.
Your Name

Period 1
Richard Gahr High School

Mr. Larry Natividad / AP Civics

September 7, 2006

Main Ideas and Analysis

Discuss the five chapters you read. Note that I did not require you to read all 14 chapters. I know you have a life during summer and I want you to really concentrate on the five chapters that you did read. Now, some of you will want to read all 14 chapters and that is up to you. I figure that I want to give you something realistic to do over the summer and that you are also concentrating on Part A of this summer project. Remember that there is more to reading Matthews (1999) book; you must also read and understand the primary documents that helped build our nation.
Also, in this section, be sure to specifically discuss the five chapters that you read. Provide detail and analysis. In other words, tell me the important lessons of each of the five chapters. What were the strengths and weaknesses and what were the crucial, main points?

Connections to My Life
Discuss how each of the five chapters related to your life. What in your past confirms or goes against what Matthews (1999) talks about? Provide me with real examples that will enable me to “walk in your shoes.” I would like to feel your pain or job of your experiences in politics.
Current Event Analysis
This should be a no-brainer. Research an interesting article and discuss it with the framework and lessons-learned from the Matthews (1999) book. In other words, use your five chapters as lenses on how to view the current event that you read. Be sure to print the article or cut it out from the source you got if from and be sure to physically highlight important points and make annotative notes on the article. Be sure to staple it as an Attachment to this paper. Ajdkaj  adflsafajdsjdsf lsajdfajkl;dsa fkldsajfkl;sa a fjdsafjdsafkl;saj f;lkas jsafjsa fajsfl;afl;af ja fl; asfjfasf
For Further Research
Provide five key questions that you want to know based on the book. You may numerically list it and follow up with some discussion on why you want to find out more. You do not have to research it or answer it per se. But just tell me what you are curious about based on the Matthews (1999) book.

Attachment

Attach your current event here.
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