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Part A
The Difference between Democrats and Republicans.. -

Use the fo]]owing infonnation conceming the Democratic and RepubHcan platfonns to answer the
three questions at the end of part A

"The best housing policy is sound eco-
nomic policy: low inflation rates,lowinter-
est ra tes and the availability of a job with
a good paycheck. . ."

Takes credit for Superfund Act; but aJso
supports cost-benefit analysis of clean-
ups; urges new nuclear power plants \\rjth
uniform design.

Opposes Equal Rights Amendment; sup-
ports rights of fetus that "cannot be in-
fringed" for any reason; opposes public
funding of abortion.

Supports affirmative action goals. time- Minorities Expanding economy should provjde op-
tabIes and procurement set-asides. portunity for all regardless of race or

, 'd..' gender; opposes timetables, quotas.~ M~up~ management and "reason- ~ Opposes production controls; upholds price
able" price supports. support system of 1985 farm bm.

C:C:-ri~ Cans forban of"cop-ki11er"bu11ets; abhors ~') Supports death penalty for capital crimes;greed in economy and in Reagan admirus- ~:.'n. would deny prison furloughs for murder-
tration. ers; opposes gun contol.]

]Rona]d D. Elving, "Parly PJatforms Helped Shape Fall Campaigr1s," O:mgressional Quarterly Weekly Report (October 22, 1988): 3042-3043.

@COPYRJGHT, The Center for Learrung. Used \1,rjth permission. Not for resale.
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De.mocratic Platform Position

Calls for "stable" defense spending and
"readiness and mobility" over "dubious
new weapons."

Cans for testing inientions of new Soviet
leaders on arms control, emigration. hu-
man rights. then reciprocating; allies
shouJd pay for more of common defense.

Support for Arias plan; no mention of --
contras.

Use an tools "to export more goods and
fewer jobs. "

Advance notice of pfant closings, major
layoffs; opposition to "unproductive merg-
ers, takeovers."

Restrain defense spending, farm subsi-
dies.

Cans for "the wealthy and the Pentagon" to
pay "fair share.' for "investing in America"
and reducing deficit.

"Every family should have the security of
basic health insurance."

DeseIVes "highest priority"; no one to be
denied conege for lack of funds; create
National Teacher Corps.

Cans for "drug czar" empowered to use
every agency necessary. including armed
forces.

"Steps should be taken to ,ensure a decent
place to live for every American."

Cans for aggressive enforcement of toxic
cleanup. anti-dumping laws. ban on off-
shore dri]]ing in sensitive areas.

Supports Equal Rights Amendment. Sup-
ports pay equity. Supports right to abor-
tion regardless of ability to pay.
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Republican Platform Position
Ca11s for modernizing land, sea and air
nuclear arms (B-1, B-2, Trident, MX) and
for "rapid and certain" deployment of stra-
tegic defense not subject to negotiation:
6OO-ship Navy with two new carriers; up-
dated chemical weapons.

Avoid. 'naive inexperience oroverlyenthu-
siastic endorsement of current Sovjet rheto-
ric"; Soviets must release politicaJ prison-
ers, open borders,

Supports military aid to Nicaraguan
contras.. ,
Renews free-trade commitment.

Supports ente'rprise zones, deregulation,
free-market principles.

.With Gramm-Rudman and a flexible
freeze," budget can be balanced by ] 993.

"We oppose any a ttempts to raise taxes. a nd
support new tax incentives for saving;
lower taxes on capital gains; taxpayers'
BiI] of Rights.

"Nationaljzed medicine" is disastrous; com-
petition and choice are only cost-cutters.

Parents have right to control child's educa-
Uon; compeUtion, choice produce quality.

'Strict accountability" for users and traf-
fickers.


