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The city of New Orleans has said to be not the same after the incident of Hurricane Katrina. The city has been said to have “’…noise and activity and families and people, and children, and, you know, I haven’t seen a child in a month here,’ says Greg Meffert, a city official who, with his colleague Mike Centineo, is trying to figure out how much of the city will have to be demolished.” It is estimated that 120,000 out of 200,000 homes has been damaged by the flood. Tim Kusky, a professor of earth sciences at St. Louis University and a flood control expert said that in 90 years New Orleans will be completely surrounded by the Gulf of Mexico. This is because we are losing land on the Mississippi Delta at a rate of 25 to 30 square miles per year. During the time of restoration, Kusky advice the residents of the city to head toward the hills, and some wants to head home already. 


Now the dilemma is that half of the city has no insurance on their home, yet they want to rebuild it. “Mike Centenio, the city’s top building official”, said that they can do so if they meet the “100-years flood level”. The official level is several feet off the ground, and if the residents meet that level then they can start rebuilding their home. Problem is that there were witnesses that a refrigerator has been lift off the ground and to the top of the carport by the floodwaters. People don’t know where to go after 12 years that the city has been hit by the storm, because of no insurance; the government can only give the family $26,200. None of the resident wants to risk more losses of the house before the levees are being fixed, but it doesn’t look like that is going to happen. 

Connections

I notice that a lot of the resident of New Orleans does not have insurance for their home; therefore they do not get as much from the government as if they do have insurance. According to Clayton (1999, p. 251), having insurance on thing is a projection, if the resident of have gotten insurance then they will either receive more from the government or they would have receive even a new house somewhere else. If you have insurance, it is like the government owes you, therefore you do not need to worry about where you are going to live, the government will provide for you. The government can even rebuild your home free of cost. 

Extensions
1. I wonder why most of the residents does not have insurance on their house?

2. What will the government willing to pay those that has insurance?

3. What took the government to answer to this tragedy?

4. How the people of New Orleans and people do from other city feels about this disaster after the Hurricane occurs?

5.  Where can the people go if the city can not be fixed?

6. Should these houses be fixed even knowing that in 90 years the city would not exist and be underwater somewhere? 

7. What will happen to the people in New Orleans when this disaster will never end?
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