Getting your Mind Organized

Graphic organizers are an excellent way for teachers to increase student learning and comprehension in their classroom. They are the visual organizational patterns that help promote learning. Graphic organizers allow students to show their understanding of concepts and themes throughout text, breaking the monotony of speech, and text in learning.

Teachers should use graphic organizers with all of their students to promote their learning strategies and organization of ideas. This is done through spatial displays of text information that can be provided to students as study aids … that accompany text (Robinson, 1998). There are many types of GO’s that do this such as: Venn diagrams, brainstorming, timelines, KWL charts, series of events, outlines, maps, cycles, and tree diagrams. These are only a few and each can be modified to best explain a relationship, theme, or concept. GO’s communicate both vertical, hierarchical concept relations… and horizontal, coordinate concept relations (Robinson, 1998). There are three different modes of learning: visual, audio, and kinesthetic.  Visual thinking is the ability to conceptualize and present thoughts, ideas, and data as pictures and graphics, replacing much of the verbiage we now use to communicate (Wileman, 1993). By doing this, teachers will be able to better empower their students to adapt to various modes of text and concepts.


Graphic organizers are a means to an end, that of enhanced motivation and greater satisfaction and success in learning (Egan, 1999). By giving students a visual reference of what they are attempting to learn, they become actively involved in learning. No longer are they just listening to a teacher or parent drone on and on, but instead they have another mode of learning to help them focus and pay attention. The message becomes less of “do this” and “don’t do that”, but what it transforms into is a model of what we are talking about.  Much of students’ time is spent watching television. Students live in a society permeated with visual media, yet the primary means of communication…is the spoken word (Cyrs, 1997). Teachers and educators need to align their strategies with the visual mode which students are more familiar and more adept at. 

Teachers can use GO’s to preview, view, and review concepts. To preview a text, students can show what they already know about a topic. This allows them to review their background schema (prior knowledge) and build on concepts they already have a foundation for. While moving through a story, students can use a GO to show relationships, setting, story outline, and many other skills to help them understand a story better. Artistic expression enables students with special needs to translate what they know and perceive into another medium or modality so they can express meaning (Sidelnick, 2000). By using a GO students are taking their knowledge of a subject and manipulating it, analyzing it, and forming a better understanding of concepts. In addition, students' artistic expressions can provide teachers with additional ways of determining what they understand about facts and concepts as well as how they understand them (Sidelnick, 2000). Teachers are consistently assessing their students’ performances and understanding. GO’s allow for this to happen in a way that is conducive with student learning.

The benefits of using graphic organizers are numerous and help to assist students organize and process their ideas or the ideas from a text. Graphic organizers can be used in every class and with all curriculums and if used correctly will increase student learning and motivation. Graphic organizers help students of all ability levels better understand and transform their learning into meaningful chunks they are able to analyze and process. 
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