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A good lead should grab the reader’s attention and sets the.
purpose for your writing.

* Question — A thoughi-provoking question (o mak: the reader wonder
Ex. Have you ever wondered whal an allen does all day 2

A List of Main Points ~ Introduces the topic in a logical and straight-

forward mannes
Ex. Ssientists must experiment, collect data, and draw conclusions.

Personal Experience - a personal anecdote that may or may not be part
of the story. Pessibly sets the tone
Ex. I niever forget the day my best friend moved away.

« Anexpert quotation — establishes crodibity.
Ex. Martin Luther King onee s, | have 3 drsam

A quote from a character or someone you know —
Ex. Day after day tmy mom said, “Clean up your room.”

A definition - Ift comes from a dictionary of textbook, use quatation matks
and give credit fo the source
Ex. According o the Websters dictionary, a hurricane is *

An opinion — may be used in citcal of persuasive wrting.
Ex. Inmy opinion, there should be o Homework

« Ariddle - open with a riddle that the reader can solve by reading further
‘You can give the arnswer right away or save it for the conclusion.
Ex. What moves but doesn't have legs arams? I can't be seen but
makes us see ofles things. Of course. . the wind

A dramatic or eye-opening statement - Might cause some to disagros
with you, It presents one side of an argument. May be an opinion, but
doestit say 5o

Ex Global waming will sameday affect the lives of our chidren
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Figurative language - personification (giving something human qualities),
simile (a comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as'), metaphor (a comparison saying
one thing is another thing), or a hyperbole (an exaggeration).

Ex. The washing machine eats my socks.

Fragments
Ex. Unbelievable ! Impossible ! | never would have believed it.

Use punctuation and capitalization in an unusual way.
Ex. She was ONLY three years old.

Present several ideas and zoom in on the most important.

Ex. Teachers can be strict, and some can be boring. Others can be
exciting and creative. Now if you want to know about the most exciting
teacher | have had, let me tell you about ...
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A good conclusion leaves the reader satisfied. It ties up loose
ends. The reader may have something to think or wonder
about. He may want to know more.

Question - The question should involve the reader arid refate 1o the topic
Ex. The alien would not travel into the galaxy again. Would you?

* Summary of Main Points — Restales details in a logical and straight-
forward manner
Ex Therefore, scientists must experiment, collect data, and draw
conclusions.

Personal Experience — a persanal anecdote that makes a connection to
the text
Ex. 1l never forget the day my best friend moved away

Personal Comment —a lesson you leamed or a conclusion you reached,
ot an opinion
Ex. Going mountain climbing with my uncle is something 11l never do again

An expert quotation — establishes credibility
Ex. As Martin Luther King once said, *| have a dream

A quote from a character or someone you know —
Ex. Atthe end of the day my brother said, “You're crazy!”

.

A strong statement - states your opinion.
Ex Therefore, in my opinion, homework should be banined.

A challenge —encourages one to take action
Ex Don't hestate. Wiite to your congressman today

Figurative language - personiication (giving something human qualites),
simile (a comparison using Yike’ or ‘as’), metaphor (a comparison saying
ane thing is ancther thing), or a hyperbote: (an exaggeration).

Fx. One will never know, why the washing machine ates my socks.
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Fragments
Ex Unbaiievable | impassible | Who would have belisved i(?

Use punctuation and capitalization in an unusual way.
Ex Shewas only thise years old, but | will NEVER EVER farget her

Summarize several ideas and zoom in on the most important.

Ex. Teachers can be stric, and some can be boring. Others cin be
exciting and creative. Now if you know about Mrs.___, the mest
exciling teacher | have had

Mystery — Sore things are never resolved, Reader, however, nceds to be
informed,

Ex. We watched the quist, young man leave for a betier place. Knawing
whethet he was the hero is only known to him.

Sequel - Hints about things to come in a new story o possible sequel
Ex. As tired as she was, Maty difted off to sleep thinking of the many other
adventures she wauld have an the island.

Reader draws own conclusion — Provides soma info to enable Ihe reader
0 think for himself

Ex_Pets require a great deal of care. On the other hand, they are playful
and dedicated to their owners  Owning a pei. therefore, is 3 parsonal
commitment




