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This unit is intended for an average multicultural urban elementary school.  The class size will ideally be 22 students, all in a grade 5 class.  This unit is intended for an elementary school with mostly middle class families.  The students have had some experience painting over the years, but they have never had experience mixing their own colors.

Unit Overview

My unit is focused on the element of design of Color and consists of three main parts.  We will begin by reviewing the primary colors.  We will learn how to mix them to create the secondary colors of purple, orange, and green.  A color wheel will help teach this concept.  Intermediate colors including greenish-yellow, greenish-blue, purplish-blue, purplish-red, orangish-red, and orangish-yellow will follow soon after.  

The second part of the unit will deal with warm colors, cool colors, neutral colors, and earth colors.  The warm colors include red, yellow, orange, and any intermediate colors in between.  Cool colors include purple, blue, and green.  Neutral colors are black, white, gray, and brown.  Earth colors also consist of blacks and whites and grays (and usually browns).

The third part of the unit deals with tints, shades, analogous colors, complementary colors, and color symbolism.  I will also touch on hue and value in the unit because I think they would best be saved for another unit in the future.  The students will have lots of time to tint and shade colors.  I can see at least one lesson where they will pick one color, and will have to paint using only the color they picked individually and any tints and shades they can make with it.  To explore color symbolism, the students can explore color symbolism in the world around them including advertisements.  The students will discuss if the Edmonton Eskimos’ traditional colors are complementary or analogous colors.  The same analysis will be done with the Edmonton Oilers’ traditional colors.

Throughout this unit, my students will attempt the process of painting.  Each concept they learn relating to color will be attempted in painting.  The main materials used will be Tempera paint and a few standard types of brushes.  By using Tempera paint in each painting, the students will gain experience in mixing colors.  They will also gain more experience using fine tip brushes and broad head brushes.  Towards the end of the unit, the students will become more comfortable choosing when to use fine tip brushes and when to use the broad head brushes depending the stroke they need.

The students will respond to many paintings by Canadians including Emily Carr, American poster makers, African-American artist Jacob Lawrence.  Other artists whom the students will respond to includes Georgia O’Keeffe, Vincent Van Gogh, Stuart Davis, Chaim Soutine, Maurice Utrillo, Lawren Harris, and A. Y. Jackson.  Van Gogh’s The Starry Night is a good example of cool colors, while O’Keeffe’s ‘The Mountain’ is a good example of warm colors.  Utrillo’s ‘Notre Dame Cathedral’ is a great example of analogous colors for my students to study.  My students will also respond to what the colors in each painting may symbolize, and how the painting makes them feel.

My unit will also cover the personal theme of painting people and faces.  Given that Harris, Jackson, Carr, and O’Keeffe often drew landscapes, I will also make landscapes a content theme in my unit.  The students will paint landscapes using only earth colors on one day, and another day they will use either warm or cool colors in a landscape.

Lesson 1 – Making Art

Specific Learner Expectation – Mix and use color tones to achieve perspective.

This lesson relates to my unit theme on color by having the students essentially create a color wheel, which is cleverly disguised as a balloon.  The children can pick what color they want to paint the background, and what color will they use on the basket. The key art concepts covered include mixing and using tempera paint and painting (materials and process).  Students will focus on color choice when painting the sky and basket (design).

Lesson 2 – Profiles in Color

Specific Learner Expectation – Mix and use color tones to achieve perspective.

This lesson relates to my unit theme on color by having the students mix paints to create their own flesh tone, and hair color.  The key art concepts covered include mixing and using tempera paint and painting (materials and process).  Students will focus on color choice when painting the skin and hair and other parts of the face (design).  My students can then respond to their own work in front of the class in terms of their color choice and how accurate they think they were.

Lesson 3 – What colors made these?

Specific Learner Expectation – Mix and use color tones to achieve perspective.

I will paint a few intermediate colors on a large piece of paper.  I will rip off small pieces of each color and give them to each student to try to copy.  To be successful at copying my colors, each student will have to try to create the same color on their own by mixing colors.  At the end of the class, we will see how close each student got to matching the colors they were given. The key art concepts covered include mixing and using tempera paint and painting (materials and process).  Students will focus on color choice trying to match the colors they were given (design).

Budget

My total budget for this unit is $624.43 (shipping and taxes not included)

All materials available from www.dickblick.com
I purchased 3 extras for each item in case an item breaks, a new student arrives,

and for myself to demonstrate with.

1. Paint – Student Grade Tempera $10.48/gallon =$157.20
3 Gallons of Black = $31.44

3 Gallons of White = $31.44

3 Gallons of Magenta = $31.44

3 Gallons of Yellow = $31.44

3 Gallons of Turquoise = $31.44

2. Brushes – Pointed Scholastic Round Series 566

25 sets of 5 Brush Set at $9.29/each = $232.25
3. Paper – Economy Buff Manila Drawing Paper

500 sheets 12” x 18” = $13.99
4. Color Wheel – Web Wheel Color Wheel

1 = $6.49
5 Aprons – Children’s Art Apron Denim

25 aprons at $6.09/each = $152.25
6 Trays – 8 Well Mixing Tray

25 trays at $2.49/each = $62.25
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Reproductions

1.  Emily Carr – Above the Gravel Pit – Oil on Canvas

Painted in 1936, Carr was a brilliant Canadian artist.  She studied art in Europe, but lived in British Columbia where she visited Indian settlements and painted Indian art and Canadian landscapes.  Like many of her paintings, this landscape shows trees which Carr loved to paint.  She often painted a baby tree surrounded by much larger trees, although this is not her best example of trees.  There is a large sky but only small trees in the background.  This painting will be included in my unit to show shades.  Her work has honestly inspired me, and hopefully, her work will inspire my students when they try using shades in my unit.

2.  Emily Carr – Study in Movement – Oil on Canvas

Another painting my Carr, and this one was done in 1936.  This is a better example of Carr’s young trees and old trees.  The sky has a wavyness which is very typical of Carr’s style.  The wavyness of the sky may makes it look like there is something peculiar in the sky, and it reflects how she thought there were spirits everywhere.

3.  Stuart Davis – International Surface No. 1 – Oil on Canvas

Born in 1892, Stuart Davis painted this in 1960 shortly before his death in 1964.  It has two pairs of contrasting colors which will fit my unit on color.  The colors black and white are obvious contrasts, and the red and green colors are at opposite ends of the color wheel.

4.  Jacob Lawrence – Builders 1980 – Gouache on paper

Lawrence created this in 1980.  He was born in 1980 and painted many different topics from historical events to everyday life and people.  Much of his art dealt with African-Americans and his view of their life where he lived in Harlem and New Jersey.  Builders 1980 shows black and white workers cooperating.  The cooperation he showed is what he often dreamed about.  Aside from the colors used for skin tone, this work consists of blues, yellows, and reds.  It therefore is a good example of art using primarily the primary colors.

5.  Georgia O’Keeffe – The Grey Hills – Oil on Canvas

Painted in 1942, this is one of many landscapes done by O’Keeffe.  It is a painting of New Mexico, but similar landscape might be also found near Drumheller Alberta.  Her painting fits into my unit on color because it has many neutral colors including black, grey, white, and brown.  It also fits nicely into my content theme on landscapes.

6.  Georgia O’Keeffe – The Mountian – Oil on Canvas

Painted in 1931 by O’Keeffe, this is another brilliant landscape.  I would like to use this painting and contrast it with the landscape in ‘The Grey Hills’ and ask the students what differences and similarities they see.  The Mountain differs from ‘The Grey Hills’ because it uses mainly warm reds and a few oranges.  Therefore, it is also a good example of warm colors.

7.  Chaim Soutine – The Village – Oil on Canvas

Born in 1893 in Belarus, Soutine lived in a very poor family.  He painted for many years until he finally became financially secure at the age of 30 when he suddenly sold many of his paintings.  He continued to paint until his death in 1943.  Painted in 1923 when Soutine was just being noticed, this is an abstract but interesting landscape.  It fits with my unit on color simply by its wide variety of colors.  In fact, it contains most every major color except orange and purple.  It is also an example of a landscape for my students to fit with that content theme.  The other aspect of this painting which will help my students is wavy buildings which will show my students that they can be proud of their work even if all the lines aren’t perfectly straight.

8.  Maurice Utrillo – Notre-Dame Cathedral – Oil on Canvas

Utrillo was born in Paris in 1883 and was the son of a painter.  From 1907 to 1915 he painted cafes and churches in Paris.  Notre-Dame Cathedral was painted during this period of his life.  Painted in 1909, Utrillo made a series of paintings on cathedrals.  This painting fits with my color theme by showing the color family of green and showing value.  There are many dark shades of green, medium greens and various tints of light green.  In 1934, Utrillo married another painter named Lucie Valore.  Utrillo was not the perfect role model for my students though as he struggled with alcoholism for much of his life.
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