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1. Aim
What was so important about the people of ancient Greece?

Objective - Become aware of connections between ancient Greece and modern civilization.  Become interested in ancient Greece.  Watch an interesting video on many general aspects of ancient Greece

Resources

2. Aim
Where is Greece and what is its climate like?

Objective - Use a website to locate ancient Greece in relation to the continents and become aware of locations in ancient Greece.  Be able to locate cities in Greece using longitude and latitude points.

Resources

3. Aim
How did the climate affect the way the ancient Greeks met their needs for food and clothing?

Objective - Appreciate how people in ancient Greece met their needs for food and clothing by creating posters of the typical foods and clothes and viewing how nutritious the meal was based on Canada’s food guide which will be accessed from the internet.

Resources

4. Aim
What sort of class structure did the ancient Greeks have, and was everyone equal?

Objective - Have the students appreciate the different roles of each class by discussing the life of typical people from each class of society.

Resources

5. Aim
What was life like for most citizens of Greece?

Objective - Discuss what life was like for Athenians and Hellenes and make a chart of their similarities and differences

Resources

6. What differences and similarities are there between ancient Athenian men and modern Canadian men?

Objective - Have a guest speaker come in to explain both the differences and similarities so that the children will appreciate how some things are still the same as they were thousands of years ago, while others were different.

Resources

7. What was a woman’s role in Greek society?

Objective - Understand that women were treated differently from men and had different expectations from society.  Begin this lesson by creating a tv talk show set up with Jenny Jones’ music and have two students act out one scene, and have each of their classmates vote with a big card on ‘then’ or ‘now’.  Then switch student actors and do other scenes.  Follow that up with a discussion of why people were upset and discuss in great length what women’s roles were.

Resources

8. Aim
What differences and similarities are there between ancient Athenian women and modern Canadian women?

Objective - Each student can write a short speech about how their moms have a different way of living from the women of ancient Athens.

Resources

9. Aim
Who were the Greek gods?

Objective – Have the students learn the names of the different Greek gods 

and each one’s powers by watching a film.

Resources

10. Aim
What were some famous Greek myths?

Objective – Have children learn a few key Greek myths by selecting each

student to read part of a Greek myth aloud to the class, and then watching a film on other myths.

Resources

11. Aim
How did ancient Greeks entertain themselves?

Objective – The students will read in our text about the various types of entertainment from going to the gym, to philosophizing.  They will also learn about Greek music and toys and will get a brief tease on the Olympics.

Resources

12. Aim
Who were the Greek philosophers and why did people listen to them?

Objective – The students will listen to a dozen famous quotes by Greek philosophers from a book of quotes, and vote on which is their favorite.  They will gain an appreciation for the philosophers by discussing what most philosophy was about and why the ancient Greeks philosophized.

Resources

13. Aim
What were the Olympics in ancient Greece like?

Objective – The students will learn the names of the original Olympic events and some of the athletes by going on an internet site and finding information about each event and a famous Olympian.  

Resources

14. Aim
What is similar about the Olympics in ancient Greece and those held today?

Objective – The students will learn which sports are the same as the original Olympics and how each was significant to many people.  The children will view a short video on the summer Olympics and one on the winter Olympics and then make a class chart with what is the same and different from modern day Olympics to those of ancient Greece.

Resources

15. Aim
What was a typical Greek theatre like?

Objective – Having students work in groups of 4 to create a small model of a theatre using styro-foam and others in the group writing about who paid the actors and other aspects of Greek theatre.

Resources

16. Aim
What types of plays did the ancient Greeks have?

Objective – Taking the students on a field trip to see a play earlier in the day and discussing what type of play it was.  Then listing current movies and having the students answer what type of film they think each one is.

Resources

17. Aim
What was most Greek art about?

Objective - Have the students view pictures of different pieces of art and have the students in partners fill out a sheet entailing what their pieces of art are about and learn the major subjects of Greek art.

Resources

18. Aim
How did Greek art and architecture go together?

Objective - Have the students work with the same partner and to view some architecture and examine it for aspects of Greek art, and then presenting pieces of art or pictures to the class and inviting students to share aloud their opinion on how art and the architecture go together.

Resources

19. Aim
Who were the Persians and the Hellenes and the Spartans?

Objective – The students will learn about the different city states of Greece and the famous wars of some city-states by reading aloud from our textbook and then having a class discussion.

Resources

20. Aim
What sort of government did the Greeks have?

Objective – The students will learn about democracy and how each person gets one vote, with some groups of people excluded, by voting on an issue and debating it and discussing democracy.

Resources

21. Aim
What similarities are there between the governments in ancient Greece and Canada’s government today?

Objective - Show the students how a democracy works and show them how our democracy is similar to the ancient Greeks by having them vote on different issues.

Resources

22. Aim
How did the ancient Greeks affect the way that we meet our needs today?

Objective - Appreciate the contributions of the ancient Greeks Western civilization by preparing reports on one major area of western society which was affected by the ancient Greeks and how it was affected.  These areas can include art, drama, government, or other appropriate areas of interest.

Resources

Written Resources

1. Craig, Cheryl. (1992). Life in Ancient Greece. Edmonton: Plains Publishing.


This text covers all areas of life in ancient Greece and comes with an amazing teachers manual.  The text is full of pictures and the teachers manual is great because it contains over 50 detailed lessons on ancient Greece.  The lesson plans are comprehensive and have everything from the materials and objectives to extension activities.  

2. D’aulaire, Ingri & D’aulaire, Edgar Parin. (1962). D’aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths. New York: Double Day Publishing.

This book is quite old, but of course it is about Greek myths which haven’t changed much in hundreds of years.  The book is filled with excellent illustrations for each myth, and is still one of the premier books for children on Greek mytholoy.  It has a comprehensive listing of myths from the major gods like Zeus, to the minor gods like Iris, and even many mortals like Achilles.

3. Geyen, Marty & Varju, Linda. (1992). Ancient Greece.  Cleveland, Ohio: Modern Curriculum Press.


This is a very short book and should be used as a teacher resource.  It contains 2 interesting lessons on how to make clay pottery and a lesson on the Greek Alphabet which begins with a chart of the letters of the Greek alphabet, their name, and their English sound.  The lesson would then have the students paint their names using only letters of the Greek alphabet.

4. Moss, M. (1986). A Slave in Ancient Greece. Hove, United Kingdom: Wayland Publishers Ltd.


This book is about slaves in ancient Greece and what a typical day in their life was like.  It is short, but it will help students understand what life was like for slaves in ancient Greece.  The students will also learn about the class structure in Greek society.  It has many big colorful pictures as well to make the information even more interesting. 

5. Nicholson, Robert. (1991). Ancient Greece (Canadian Edition). Scarborough: Nelson Canada.


Almost two thirds of this book are pictures, which makes it very interesting for children.  It also has a nice section on food with great color pictures of figs, Pomegranates, Olives, Fresh Dates, Dried Dates which are not easy to find good pictures of to show children what the foods look like.  There is an easy set of directions on how to make “Sweetmeats” which is a tasty dessert made from sesame seeds.

6. Pearson, Anne. (1992). Ancient Greece. Toronto: Stoddart Publishing.


This book contains large pictures and is very interesting for students at the Grade 6 level because it’s language is not overly simple or complex.  It has good general information on clothing, food and wine, Spartans, Minoans, and Myceneans.  It also has a really nice section on vases and vessels from Greek art, and information on myths, heroes and gods.

Audio/Visual Resources

7. A&E Home Video. (1995). The Odyssey of Troy [Videotape]. Multimedia Entertainment Inc.


The first twelve minutes of this video would be great more showing students the Trojan War.  It gives a nice history of the Odyssey of Troy and clearly tells who likely came up with the strategy of building the horse, why the Trojans accepted the horse, and how the Greek soldiers then opened the gates to the city.

8. Alberta Global Education Project (1991). Greece: Integrating the Fine Arts through a Global Theme [Videotape]. Alberta Global Education Project.


This tape can be used as a teacher resource for how to instruct students how to do Greek dances.  There is step by step instruction for Tsamikos, Gerakina, Kalamatianos, The Cretan Dance, and more.  The video was made of real Alberta students and accurately depicts what most students are capable of in these simple and not so simple dances.

9. International Video Network. Athens and the Greek Spirit [Videotape]. (Whyte Knight Video Inc.


This video gives a good general description of Greece.  It contains a great segment on the Acropolis including the Parthenon, Erechtheum, The Amphitheatre, and more, and it will be useful for an introductory lesson on Greece and its main landmarks.  It has a good description of how the Parthenon pillars are intentionally a slight angle away from 90 degrees and how the frieze is slightly curved.  It also tells how the Parthenon was destroyed by an ammunition explosion.

10. Schlessinger Media. (1998). Ancient Civilizations for Children: Ancient Greece [Videotape]. JWM Productions, Inc.


This is a fantastic video aimed directly at children in Grade 6 and it covers many general aspects of Ancient Greece including the olympics, class structure, theatre and myths.  It has wonderful recreations of significant events, and has children narrating parts of it which is sure to keep all students focused.  As well, the host of the video is a real archaeologist, Arizona Smith, who knows what he is talking about.  It also shows archaeologists working and uncovering real artifacts such as a 3000 year-old spearhead.  

Internet Resources

11. http://www.ancientgreece.com/ 

Ancient Greece -  history, mythology, art, culture and architecture

Universal Artists Inc

Date Visited: Feb. 7, 2002

No update information


This site has good pictures and clear descriptions of the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders of architecture.  It then describes different buildings which used each of the three orders.  For lessons on Greek theatre, there is also information on Aeschylus and Euripides and a complete list of plays they wrote with links to each play’s script.

12. http://www.geocities.com/sseagraves/wordsearch/greekmythologywordsearch.html

Word Search.

Hall, Mike

Date Visited: Feb. 24, 2002

No update information


This website is very easy for students to use, and very fun.  By clicking on ‘New Game’, a list of fifteen Greek gods comes up with the words hidden in the word search.  Students can review the names of the Greek gods they have learned about while playing a fun game.  The game is also timed which can allow an entire class to compete at the same time against each other.

13. http://go.hrw.com/atlas/norm_htm/world.htm 

HRW World Atlas

Webmaster: Not Available

Date Visited: Feb. 7, 2002

No update information


This is a map of the world where students can use longitude and latitude skills to find Europe.  After they click on Europe, they can again practice their longitude and latitude skills to find Greece.  After clicking on Greece, they will get a detailed map of Greece and its neighbors, and below there is general information about Greece which could be used at the beginning of the unit to help complete a worksheet on Greece’s basic facts.

14. http://www.historyforkids.org

Historyforkids!

Carr, Karen.

Date Visited: Feb. 23, 2002

No update information


This site is obviously intended for kids, and contains information on most every part of ancient Greece.  The best sections are on the environment and climate of Greece, the typical clothes and various materials used to make them, and a family tree section of the Greek gods.  There are lots of pictures too to keep it interesting.

15. http://library.thinkquest.org/19317/htm/ag.htm 

Home Page

Christina, Lan, Mrs. Grotewold

Date Visited: Feb. 23, 2002

Last updated: August, 1998


This website will be useful for teaching about Democracy.  It explains the meaning of the word democracy, and tells how they Greeks created it and it is still a vital part of our society today.  There is a description of who can and cannot vote.  In addition, there is a section on women’s role in Greek society and what their daily life was like around the house.  The pictures make the information on this page even more motivating.

16. http://library.thinkquest.org/23057/six/frames/index.html

Greek Mythology Galore: 6th and Youngter Frames Index

Niu, Yuan & Huang, Lily & James, Becky

Date Visited: Feb. 23, 2002

Last updated: Sept. 26, 1998


This is another large website.  It can be used as a teacher resource because it contains a lesson idea about students creating their own god or mortal.  There is also a section of ‘Aphrodite’s Art Gallery’ which has children’s drawings of Medusa, the Cyclops, Prometheus’ gift of fire, Penelope, and of course the Trojan Horse.

17. http://members.aol.com/MrDonnUnits/Greece.html#GC 

Ancient Greece Unit

Donn, Don 

Date Visited: Feb. 13, 2002

No update information


This is a good teacher resource site.  It has a list of vocabulary, and has a unit test which will only need a bit of modification to be used.  There are many good lessons on this site, including lessons on democracy, the Persian Wars, and the different city states of ancient Greece.  Further, this site is part of an enormous website with other Greek lessons and learning activities.

18. http://www.pbs.org/empires/thegreeks/htmlver/index.html 

[The Greeks]

Webmaster: Not available

Date Visited: Feb. 23, 2002

No update information


An interactive site where students can look at the streets of ancient Athens.  They can click on different parts of the city and hear a voice say the part’s name in Greek and then see pictures and information on it also.  There is a section on Socrates, and a nice timeline with important years in Greek History from 1400 BCE to 337 BCE.  Each of the important years has a description of the event that occurred in that year.

19. http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Olympics/ 

The Ancient Olympics 

Crane, Gregory. 

Date Visited: Feb. 7, 2002

Last update: Jan. 29, 2002


This website is loaded with great student information.  There are 5 stories of great athletes from ancient Greece, along with information on eleven different sports, a short section on Olympia where the games were held, and a map showing where the athletes came from.  The map will give students an opportunity to measure how many kilometers it was from the different cities which sent athletes.

20. http://rem.norcol.ac.uk/rem/REMWebPages/EuroStudies/GreecePack/pupil1a.html 

Greece Worksheet

REM Team at Northern College.

Date Visited: Feb. 26, 2002

No update information


This will be a helpful worksheet to use at the beginning of the unit.  After the students have learned some general knowledge on Greece, they can complete this worksheet to review the basics.  The worksheet asks for the capital city of Greece, Religion, Population, Traditional Foods, language, and gives the students a quick opportunity to draw and color the Greek flag.

21. http://users.groovy.gr/~ekar/index.html

Ancient Greek Theatre

Karayannakos, Elias

Date Visited: Feb. 24, 2002

No update information


The site has a diagram of a typical Greek theatre, and each part of the theatre is labeled.  The labeled parts which are described in detail below includes Orchestra, Scene, Diazoma, Parodos (the two entrances), and more.  There is also a good little section with pictures on masks, which enabled the male actors to play multiple roles including female characters.

Community Resources

22. Phil Lister.  Home phone number 434-1260.  The volunteer will come to the class with some of his picture albums and discuss class structure, archaeology and architecture.  He has traveled to Greece three times, and has a lot of experience teaching grade 6 classes on the class structures in ancient Greece, archaeology, the famous philosophers, and Greek architecture.  He is a lawyer who has a degree in Geology and has participated in archaeological digs.
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