Lesson 1
Students will first be handed cards indicating their place in an ancient society.  There will be four types of cards handed out denoting who is in the class of woman, slave, male but does not own land, and male landowners.  The male landowners can then vote on whether they want to do math drill questions 1-6, or just question 7.  The rest of the class will undoubtedly have to do questions 1-6.  After this we can discuss if this system was fair to everyone and if those who cannot vote should have the right to.  In addition, we will compare the eligible voters from our vote with who is eligible to vote today in Canada and who can not.  

Lesson 2
I will invite a politician in to talk with the class about running for election.   Then the students can choose to run for election.  We will learn how to write a campaign speech and will write a short speech describing why they should be elected.  

Lesson 3
The students will campaign and either make their own poster, or help another student make posters.

Lesson 4
The students will learn about open and secret voting.  The students will then vote.  In the second part of this lesson, all students will learn what it is like to be an elected official and some will experience it!

Week 2

Lesson 5
The students will discuss what difficulties they faced as an elected official.  The students will again campaign and practice writing a speech and students will be able to re-elect or vote against the student they voted for last time. 

Lesson 6
I will show the class how a dictatorship is by telling the class I have removed all elected students from their office, and I will now make all the decisions.

Lesson 7
We will review what we have learned in a ‘Who wants to be a Millionaire’ format.

Lesson 8
We will have a test on what we have learned about elections and elected officials.

Lesson Plan for Mini lesson 4

Unit:


Elections

Aim:


What are the benefits of open voting and secret voting?




Is it easy for elected representatives to make choices?

Objectives:
The students will learn about different ways to vote




The students will gain experience speaking in a campaign format




The students will learn what it is like to be an elected official

Materials:

25 ballots




1 envelope

Motivation:
Today we are going to discuss whether people should see who everyone votes for, and once you guys understand that, you get to read your speeches and vote for who you think will do the best job!

Note: This is really a two part lesson with the second part occurring in the gym classes following the election.
Procedure:

1. Discuss how we can vote openly or secretly.

2. Explain the benefits of both.
3. Students read their speeches and applaud after each speech.
4. Voting occurs.  Remind the class that their votes are each very important and they have done something very important.  The three students with the most votes will be the classes elected representatives.  Seal the votes in an envelope to count the next day before gym.
5. The elected students will then have to make choices in gym for each day of the rest of the week.  One choice will be between playing a game of soccer or floor hockey.  However, they will be given the situation where there was only enough money to have purchased five hockey sticks, a puck, and a net, or soccer ball and two nets.  Thus, they will have the choice of only a few children at a time being able to play hockey, or everyone can play soccer.  The committee would decide if the option of playing hockey is even viable, and if it is viable, would it be more fun than soccer.  Through this activity, children will see how decisions have to be made, and elected people had the power to make the decision.

New Vocabulary:
Voting, ballots

Reading Skills:

Most of the students will practice reading their campaign speech.
Resources:


Botting, Dwight.  (1985) Politics and You. Scarborough, 

Ontario: Nelson.


Pages 3-15 are particularly relevant

Local MLA or MP as a guest speaker and their old campaign pamphlets and posters

Roald, Maguire, Marchand, Parker.  (1983) Political Life in Canada, Scarborough, Ontario:  Prentice Hall.

