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Reflective Statement


The most enjoyable part of this assignment was learning about the U-505 in Chicago. The virtual and photographic tours gave me a feeling both of what it would be like to visit the u-boat as a tourist. When I looked further into it, the captions gave me a graphic description of the noise, fumes, and tight quarters that crews had to withstand for months at a time. The only disappointing part of the website were the anti-climactic audio files. Except a couple of interesting ones, the files were too short to be worth mentioning. For example, when I saw an AIFF file offering “a German crewman's description of the diesel engines,” I expected to hear a detailed description, explaining how it affected the crew. Instead, all I heard was a brief, “The sound of the diesel… you always get that steady pounding, steady pounding.”

As a Literacy Intern, I have experienced two Back-to-School Nights with my two partner teachers. I have seen how difficult communication can be, as teachers struggle to find the time both to speak generally about the class, and to address individual parents’ questions and concerns. I feel that this pamphlet could be a very useful tool, both as a focal point for the night’s discussion, and as a way to communicate with the many parents who don’t attend. Furthermore, the pamphlet allows a teacher to gloss over some details, allowing more time to deal with parents’ questions.

Having done desktop publishing professionally in the past, I found using Microsoft Word a very clumsy approach to this assignment. However, now that I have a good basic format for this pamphlet, I will save it to use for my first Back-to-School Night. It is valuable to keep files like these that can be used in a variety of settings (such as report card conferences), simply by updating information like the rules and the dates. Additionally, when using this for Back-to School Night, I will ask my students if their parents need information given in other languages. If needed, I would use free Internet translation programs to generate pamphlets for them, and have multi-lingual staff check and correct my translations.

