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Course Description
This course is a college preparatory course designed for students planning on pursuing careers in the natural sciences or health related fields.  The course provides the student with a rigorous curriculum that focuses on topics in biochemistry, cell physiology, metabolism and homeostasis, genetics, molecular biology, and ecology and evolution.  This is a laboratory-oriented course, using college-level materials, and offering units of study in experimental design.  The course will require supplemental readings and both group and individual projects.  An individual research project and/or research paper will be assigned. 


Pre-requisite: Approval of Freshman Science Teacher

Required Materials:
· 3-ring binder (divided into lecture and lab)

· 1 pencil and pen (blue/black ink only)

· 1 notebook/binder paper (Biology ONLY)

· Textbook and additional materials assigned to student (lab apron/safety goggles)

· Computer Access (Home and/or School)

Recommended Materials:

· 1 scientific calculator 

· Computer Disk (needed for projects/labs/discussions)

Student Expectations during Lecture and Lab:

1. Give all RESPECT!
2. Be POSITIVE! 
3. Think SAFETY!
4. Be PREPARED!
5. Actively PARTICIPATE!
6. Always LISTEN!
Laboratory Procedures and Expectations

Students are required to follow all laboratory safety rules and procedures discussed in the “Flinn Laboratory Safety” handout provided to you during the experiment, “Introduction to the Science Laboratory (Safety).” 

ACADEMIC HONESTY

A student caught cheating and/or plagiarizing on ANY graded assignment will receive a grade of zero percent (0%) for that particular assignment.  No exceptions will be made to this policy and the assignment cannot be made-up at later time.  

STUDENT HANDBOOK
Students are to abide by the policies, procedures, and regulations stated in the 2008-2009 student handbook of Nativity BVM High School unless directed by the teacher otherwise.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary actions.  You signed an agreement stating your full understanding of these policies at the start of school.   

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Your attendance to lecture and lab will reflect your quarter average.  In the event you are absent you must do the following:

1. Submit ALL assignments upon your return to class.

2. Make-up any missed quizzes/tests the day you return to class.

3. See a responsible classmate for any missed notes/assignments.

4. See the teacher for any missed handouts given in class the day of your absence(s).

5. See the teacher to immediately schedule a makeup date for any missed labs.  

In the event you are in school, but will not be attending class (fieldtrip, athletics, school function), please have another student or see the teacher in person to submit any assignments that are due in class. Failure to do so will result in a late assignment and a grade reduction of 10%.

In the event you are tardy to class, please have a note from your previous teacher or another school official to be admitted.  NO PASS = NO ADIMITTENCE 

BATHROOM POLICY

Students are encouraged to use the lavatory facilities before class begins.  Please sign-out and use the hall pass to use the lavatory during class time.  Hall pass privileges are prohibited during tests, quizzes, emergency situations, and in the event of students abusing their rights to use these facilities.  

STUDENT PROGRESS
You can track your academic progress by visiting: www.snapgrades.net
Please use your login name and password to gain access to the program.

GRADING

 
A 100-93
B 92-86
C 85-78
D 77-70
F 69-0

Quarter averages are determined in the following manner:


Tests/Projects



50%


Lab Assignments


35%


Homework Assignments/Quizzes
15%


Notes/Participation

Expected of you as a student in my class.


_____________________________________________







100%

*MIDTERM EXAM/FINAL EXAM 

20% (Semester Average)

Tests:
Students will be given one weeks notice before a scheduled test date to prepare.  Tests are usually given every two weeks and cover the topics discussed in lecture and lab.  Their degree in difficulty vary between multiple choice, completion, short answer, and essay questions.  Students will be required to do information recall and application to answer the test’s questions.  

Projects:  Assigned projects may or may not be in lieu of a chapter test.  Students will have ample 

time to complete all projects by their due dates.  Projects will not be accepted beyond their due dates unless the student has made previous arrangements with the teacher.

Labs:  Lab reports will range in difficulty from completing handouts to writing 

full laboratory reports. Due dates for lab assignments will be given by the teacher at the end of each lab experiment.  Labs are expected to be neatly completed and turned in by their due dates since they count towards 35% of your quarter average.  Students are expected to be present for all labs.  If absent from lab, see the teacher immediately for a make-up date.  Many labs use perishable items that will be disposed of within a few days after the labs are completed.  

Homework:  Homework assignments reinforce the topics discussed in lecture and are given to 

prepare the student for an upcoming test.  Students are to work on these assignments individually unless stated otherwise.  Homework assignments may be graded or gone over in class as group.  

Quizzes:  Quizzes given in class will be announced and unannounced covering vocabulary terms, 

    lecture notes, and lab notes.  A student may be excused from one quiz per quarter.

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY FOR COMPUTERS AND INTERNET

Computer access is needed for this course during and after the school day.  Students must read and sign NBVM High School’s “Acceptable Use” policy in order to utilize our school’s technology.  Any student using the school’s computers for things other than their assigned purpose during class time will result in the loss of this privilege.  

Students are not permitted to use personal computers and/or other electronic devices in my class unless given verbal permission by the teacher.

Fieldtrips

All course policies and procedures of this class and Nativity BVM High School apply to all students during class fieldtrips.  Failure to follow these policies will result in disciplinary actions and your ability to participate in future fieldtrips.  Always give full respect and consideration to any outside guests during any of our class trips.  

ADDITIONAL HELP/TUTORING

Extra credit is not an option in my class unless stated otherwise.  Please see the teacher in the event you need additional help and/or tutoring so arrangements can be made.

    WELCOME TO YOUR LIVING WORLD!

Tentative Course Lecture Topics:

1. Introduction to Biology/Classification 2. Basic Inorganic Chemistry
3. Biochemistry
4. Cell Structure & Function 5. Homeostasis & Metabolism 6. Photosynthesis
7. Cellular Respiration 8. Mitosis & Cancer Biology 9. Introduction to Genetics 10. Meiosis and Reproduction 11. Nucleic Acids 12. Human Genetics

13. Molecular Biology Applications 14. Ecology & Evolution
15. Kingdoms Survey  

