LESSON PLAN

Subject: Language Arts (Writing) 

OBJECTIVE: Write a paragraph about a wild animal or pet using comparisons.  

State Framework Standard:  Writing Strategies: Organization and Focus.   1.1 Group related ideas and maintain a consistent focus.

CONTENT DECISIONS
Vocabulary:  General high frequency words from “Open Court” second grade reading.  

Primary Sources, Materials, & Visuals: Chart paper, “Open Court” book  2 (“The Dinosaur Who Lived in My Backyard” pages 36-45). Teacher’s guide page 47C (book 2).  

Primary Language Support: English with Spanish support.

Learning Modalities: Visual- visual written examples.

Management/Grouping strategies: Whole group.

Complexity of Thinking: Knowledge, Comprehension, Synthesis.

INTO

Motivation & Building Prior Knowledge: Teacher will ask students to discuss anything they know about using comparisons. He will ask them to share any examples.  
Presentation &/Modeling of Content, Concept, Skill: Teacher will remind students that writers often compare two things to help readers from a clear picture as they read.  Teacher will point out that in “The Dinosaur that Lived in My Backyard,” the author makes a comparison when she writes that if the dinosaur had jumped, he would have “made my whole neighborhood like pudding.” Teacher will ask students what is being compared. (neighborhood shaking with pudding)     

THROUGH

Guided & Independent Practice (processing Activities) And Check for Understanding:  Teacher will ask students to look through “The Dinosaur Who Lived in my Backyard” to find examples of sentences that compare on thing to another. Teacher will also ask students to tell what is being compared about the two things. Teacher will discuss how this helps them from a clear picture of the size of the dinosaur.

 
Teacher will have students write a paragraph about a wild animal or pet.  In this paragraph, they will use sentences that compare one thing to another.

BEYOND

Facilitate Extension, Expansion and Application Activity: For homework, students will have to write another paragraph comparing two things. (e.g., the school with their house)

ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES

Students will be assessed by the way they write their paragraphs using comparisons with wild animals or pets and by the homework.

