Shakespeare Project:

Your task is to prove the relevance of Shakespeare to today’s world. In order to do so, you must watch as many modern representations of Shakespeare’s plays as possible, hopefully you will also be able to watch standard representations as well.  You must watch a minimum of two plays (outside of those watched in class).  See below for a list of  movie versions.  

In order to represent why/how you believe Shakespeare’s works are still relevant you can choose any of the following suggestions or come up with your own if it is appropriate:

· Create a: Poster, Poem, Story, Essay, Comparison, Artistic Representation, etc.

Suggested Movies:

Standard…………………………..Modern

Othello……………………………O

Taming of the Shrew…………….Kiss me Kate or Ten Things I hate about You

MacBeth…………………………Throne of Blood or Scotland, PA

Hamlet (multiple versions, try Branagh or Gibson)…Hamlet 2000 or The Lion King

Richard III ……………………….Richard III (1995-set in WWII)

Much Ado about Nothing (Branagh version is good)
Merchant of Venice (Al Pacino is good)
Julius Caesar

Titus Andronicus (Anthony Hopkins)

King Lear

Romeo and Juliet (Zefferelli)…..Romeo and Juliet (Leonardo DiCaprio) & West side story
More… go to www.imdb.com , an online movie database and search a play or “Shakespeare”

You will be graded on the following criteria:
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Content: 25%


How good are the ideas put forth?


Does the artifact prove Shakespeare’s relevance?  To what effect?


Does the work show a vast and diverse knowledge of Shakespeare’s works and themes?


Does the work apply at least two works studied (top grades apply all those studied in class and more).





Creativity/Originalty: 15%


How original are the ideas presented?


To what extent are the ideas the student’s and the student’s alone?


To what extent did the student use creativity to express an abstract thought?





Personal Motivation: 10%


Does it seem as though an appropriate amount of time was put into the work?


How well does the work look?  Is it free of obvious error?


 Does the work show a personal engagement in the works and themes of Shakespeare?


Was the work completed, on time, etc.?





Also try “Shakespeare in Love” or some romantic comedies… do any compare to Shakespeare’s comedies?








