All Questions Two Points EACH.

Match the event or person with the appropriate date


1. Slavery Instituted

2. Magna Carta

3. Julius Caesar Invades Britain

4. William Shakespeare Born

5. William Caxton

6. Webster

7. Hastings

8. Alfred the Great

9. Angles, Saxons and Jutes Invade

10. British East India Company 

Establishes trade with Asia

11. William the Conquerer

12. English is unique and successful mainly because of its

A. spellng

B. universality
C. adaptability

D. Everyone wants to be cool like Mooch and the rest of us Americans

13.  What was cited as the most convincing reason supporting English Language’s importance.

A.  #1 foreign language taught and learned in the world  

B.  75% of the world speaks English

C. 95% of the world hates France like us

D.  This may be the wrong answer ;)

14. English may become like Latin because…

A. it is taught in schools

B. It may become other languages and “die”
C. One day we’ll learn the roots, prefixes and suffixes of it in English class

15. Which version of English seems to be the most dominant and may in fact win out in the future?

A. British

B. Australian

C. Ebonics

D. American

E. Lil’ Jon

16. What does the term Proto-Indo-Euro mean?

A. Language

B. First India Europe

C. I don’t know

D. PIE is good, especially apple

17. Where was P.I.E originally spoken?

A. Indonesia

B. Europe

C. Iran

D. Near the Caspian Sea

18. When was P.I.E. spoken?

A. 55 B.C.

B. 1,000’s of years ago

C. 1984

D. 655 B.C.

19. What does the term Etymology mean?

A. The History of a word

B. The Origin of a word

C. The Definition of a word

D. A & B only

20. The culture who spoke P.I.E. helped to spread it through their “wanderlust” or passion for what?

A. Migration and Conquest
B. Other languages

C. Swedish Massage

D. Disease

21. From where did the Anglo-Saxons come?

A. Anglonia

B. Saxonia

C. Germany and Denmark
D. Scandinavia

22. What languages were already on the island when the Anglo-Saxons got to there?

A. Latin

B. Roman

C. Celtic

D. B & C

E. C & A

23. Who did Alfred the Great beat?

A. Romans

B. Normans

C. Vikings

D. Celts

24. The most apparent way the Viking invasions impacted our language is through which of the following?

A. Sunday

B. Monday

C. Wednesday

D. Saturday

25. Who were the first inhabitants of the island of Britain and what language did they speak?

A. Britains: British

B. Brythons: Celtic

C. Bostonians: Larry Bird is wicked awesome!

D. Druids: PIE

26. What was the era of the English language from 449-1066 called?

A. Old English

B. Early Middle English

C. Middle English

D. Early Modern English

E. Modern English

27. What was the era of the English language from 1066-1485 called?

A. Old English

B. Early Middle English

C. Middle English

D. Early Modern English

E. Modern English

28. What was the era of the English language from 1485-1700 called?

A. Old English

B. Early Middle English

C. Middle English

D. Early Modern English

E. Modern English

29. What was the era of the English language from 1485-? Called?

A. Old English

B. Early Middle English

C. Middle English

D. Early Modern English
E. Modern English
30. Where did Middle English place the schwa (upsidedown e) sound?

A. Beginning of words

B. Middle of words

C. Over the vowel shift

D. End of words
31. What did Modern English do to the schwa sound?
A. Incorporated into into poems
B. 1066
C. Lost it, made it silent
D. What’s a schwa sound (see prev. ?).
32. During William’s reign what language was spoken by the government?

A. Old English

B. Middle English

C. French

D. Latin

33. Which of the following is an example of the shift in language usage in Middle English?


A. Cow : Beef

B. Spaeken : Speak

C. yes : Yeeah!
D. Teacher : Teach him

34. In the end, Middle English was comprised of what two languages? (fill in all bubbles that apply).

A. French

B. Latin

C. Old English

D. Modern English

35. What event, in 1475, might also be taken as the beginning of the modern period?

A. The war of the roses

B. The first book printed in English language

C. The Norman invasion

D. The Viking invasion

E. The Roman invasion

36. What was the greatest change between Middle and Modern English?

A. “Great Bowel Shift”

B. “Great Consonant Creation”

C. Shakespeare was born

D. “Great Vowel Shift”

37. Where did words like “chocolate” and “avocado” and “canoe” come from?

A. Central America / Caribbean
B. Peru
C. Spain

D. Texas

38. Through what did Latin influence our language during the modern era? 

A. Art

B. Literature

C. History 

D. Philosophy

E.  All of the above

39. The future of English will be influenced by which of the following?

A. Asia

B. Migration

C. California

D. Colonization – Independence

E. All of the above

40. Which of the following was NOT a way California will influence the world’s language.

A. Gays

B. Hippies

C. Surfers

D. Valley Girls

E. Computers

41. What did Frank Zappa have to do with the video?

A. She had a mullet

B. His daughter sang a song called “valley girl”

C. Mr. Maine loves him

D. He sang a song that went “watch out where the huskey’s go, don’t you eat that yellow snow”

42.  Amy Tan, in her essay “Mother Tongue,” criticizes standardized tests (SATs, SOLs) because they…
A. are culturally limited

B. are based on a cultural and linguistic framework common to native, Anglo-Saxon speakers.

C. What does that mean?  B s an example of what Amy Tan was saying. Does that make this question right?
D. Use preconceived notions of meanings and relations of words, particularly in on Verbal/Reading sections, which steer immigrants from reading/writing.

E. All of the above.

43.  The English Language owes its crazy spelling to which of the following?

a. printers made it up as it went

b. monks wrote words wrong

c. English teachers who need something to teach.

d. Hooked on Phonics, Inc.

44.  True/False: The total weight of the glasses worn by people in the video would weigh more than a car.

45. True/False: According to the video, the dialect spoken by Harry Potter would make him more sexy.
46. True/False: False

Use the handout (page 151) and write the entire etymology of the following words on the back of your test (don’t use abbreviations, actually write what they stand for).

47.  blare

48.  blanket

49. blaspheme

50. blast

All dates A.D. unless noted


A. 1564


B 1475


C 1215


D 1066


Ab 1600


Ac 1517


Ad 1828


Bc 449-476


Bd 55 BC


Be 878














