Author’s Name:__________________

Peer Critiquer’s Name:________________

 Personal Narrative (application) rubric

Typed, times new roman, size 12 font, double* spaced …………..…….  0  1  2  3  4  5

Name, social security number, and page number typed as header or footer on each page..0  1  2  3  4  5
Spelling …………………….……………………………….…………….0  1  2  3  4  5

Grammar……………………………………………………..……………0  1  2  3  4  5

Essay Prompt typed under name, date and period.……….……………….0  1  2  3  4  5

Multiple paragraphs …………………………………..………….……… 0  1  2  3  4  5

Essay is no longer than 500 words (unless other format is given)*   ……..0  1  2  3  4  5

* = for my final draft only, some colleges prefer single space remember to follow directions – format to each college’s instructions.
* = please supply a copy of the official question and word count with final draft.

Opening:  draws reader in with a vivid anecdote or intriguing thought leading into the rest of the paper.  The best beginnings make the reader want to finish the essay ………..0  1  2  3  4  5

Middle:  uses Show, Not Tell style; specific examples as support/detail…....0  1  2  3  4  5 End:  Ties the action together in a meaningful way that is unique to the individual, ends on a strong note…………………………….……0  1  2  3  4  5 

CONTENT……………………………………………0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10


Show, Not Tell……………………………………….0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 X2

CHARACTERIZATION…….…………………….0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10


Voice ……………………….…………………….0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10


TOTAL:_______________/100 possible

Overall impression (see “Sound Advice from the Expert” handout):

Good

Bad

Risky

Top personal statements develop from beginning to end.  The narrator’s character comes across  in a unique and individualistic way, using creativity and treating the subject in a serious manner.  If there is a prompt, the essay does not stray from the topic.


Lower range narratives may be short or treat the subject in a cursory manner.  There is little or no effort to develop the reader’s interest.





Top narratives make good use of the adjectives, active verbs, sensory details and may use similes to paint a picture in the reader’s head.  These stories show a descriptive style that is fun to read.


Lower narratives fail to do this, or their attempt may be misguided.








The tone of the essay is respectful and appropriate but definitely one’s own.  While refraining from the use of slang and ungrammatical conventions, the best papers have a pace and cadence which represents how you see/interpret things.  If humor or sarcasm are used, they are used apprpriately and throughout.  If the essay takes a more serious tone, that is consistent throughout the entire paper.  The best essays sound like you wrote them.  Lower essays sound like anyone could have written them.





Top essays use indirect characterization to display believable characteristics and display yourself as a dynmic and interesting person.   


Lower narratives rely on direct characterization to tell us what your characteristics are like.








