Holt, AP.  Short Story Assignment. 

Final Drafts of short stories are due 10/14


You could write a story about this ashtray, for example, and a man and a woman.  But the man and woman are always the two poles of your story.  The North Pole and the South.  Every story has two poles – he and she.

--A. P. Chekov

Your assignment is to write an original short story based on Chekov’s premise above.  The story must be no more than 800 words, typed with page numbers, and your name, period and date at the top of the upper right hand corner.  The story may be dialog driven, and may include any of the themes discussed during this course (though it may not).  The purpose of this assignment is to emulate the styles of the author’s we’ve read and liked, while also practicing the Elements of Literature (symbolism, metaphor, etc) so that we can own them.  It is also a chance for us to express ourselves creatively.

The story will be worth fifty points.



Content


9-10:  These excellent stories develop through all of the stages of the plot chart.  They develop suspense; the reader wants to know what will happen next.  They exhibit a creative look on the subject and treat it in a sophisticated, serious manner.  There is repeated and varied use of the writer’s tools (elements like personification) and those are used in a sophisticated manner, for a purpose.  They show a serious understanding of the short story style and elements therein.


7-8 These good stories have a beginning, middle and end and develop some suspense.  They may exhibit some creativity in dealing with the subject, however for the most part they are common.  There is some use of the writer’s tools.  These show a good understanding of the style and elements therein.


5-6 These middle range stories show signs of a beginning, middle and end and may develop suspense.  They deal with the prompt in a common way.  There is little use of the writer’s tools.  These show a limited or misunderstood understanding of the style and elements therein.


4-5 these stories compound the problems found in the previous range and are marked by a lack of understanding of the short story style or elements.


These are either irrelevant stories or stories who fail to meet the requirements listed above.





Organization


These stories show a development and progression of ideas throughout the entire piece.  They exhibit thought and care throughout.


2-4  These stories lack development and seem rushed.  They are marked by an overriding disorganization that gets in the way of understanding the work


These stories compound the weaknesses above and are marked by a disregard for the assignment or the structure of the short story.








Style


9-10  These mechanically sound stories use the author’s words and voice to create believable events and characters.  The author uses grammatical conventions as well as a varied and developed vocabulary to reinforce their theme.  These author’s write with grace and style and are fun to read.


7-8  These stories exhibit few mechanical errors but do not disrupt the reader’s understanding.  Believable characters or events are created,  however they may be left slightly  underdeveloped.  There is some evidence that the author uses grammatical conventions and vocabulary to help reinforce their theme, although some of these may be flawed.


5-6 These stories exhibit some mechanical errors that disrupt the reader’s understanding.  Believable characters or events may be created,  however they are left slightly  underdeveloped.  There is limited evidence that the author uses grammatical conventions and vocabulary to help reinforce their theme, although some of these may be flawed.


3-4 These compound the problems found in the 5-6 range.





My Characters:


1.


2.


My Conflict:











My Complications:














My Climax











The Resolution:














Elements I will use:








