Truth Behind the Ears Essay.

Discussion:

Many people have criticized Disney for reinforcing stereotypes, negative values, and other such points which seem to underhand their entire purpose.  In fact, if one looks at Disney movies (especially older Disney movies) certain negative patterns/values arise.  Look at dumb characters, how are they depicted?  Smart characters?  Evil characters, while almost always British can be seen as representations of minority cultures or homosexuality.  Because of this, and the familiarity we are with most of the Disney movies and their commonly seen expectations, we will be analyzing Disney for the ‘Truth Behind the Ears.’   What is Disney really saying?  When we finish this assignment you may not totally believe Disney’s critics, but, hopefully, you will be better prepared to analyze a work of literature.

Assignment:

Using the assigned critical approach __________________________________, analyze the Disney movie _____________________ (we’ll pick it in class and all do the same movie).   Remember that there is no wrong answer, only better arguments.  The best essays will treat the assignment seriously and exhibit a deep understanding of their critical approach.  

Essays will be graded with the I.R. grading rubric, the AP Score and Reader Truly Believes sections will be replaced with “Depth of analysis within perspective assigned.”


Examples from 3 years ago:  “Sleeping Beauty”

· Cultural:  The witch is depicted as darker skinned, with stereotypical Jewish features, while the prince is a picture of Aryan beauty. 

· Feminist: Women are entirely dependent upon men, and when they are not, they are seen as evil.  The only independent woman in the movie is the witch who is unmarried, evil, and may even be a homosexual or have homosexual desires/interests with Sleeping Beauty herself.  

· Moral/Intellectual:  The movie frequently uses religious imagery in its depictions of the prince/good guys (on his shield, etc.).  The moral seems to be that good guys (Christians) win over bad guys (Satan, evil, apple).

· Historical:  The context in which this movie was made was the Cold War, and this movie reflects those times.  The magic of the three good witches and the bad witch, with their brightly colored explosions represent nuclear weaponry.  The long period when she is asleep and there are no conflicts between these two represent the cold war itself.
Examples for 2 years ago: “the Lion King”
· Cultural: While set in Africa there are no African actors, other than Mustafa and one hyena.  The hyenas themselves represent different cultural stereotypes: The bumbling idiotic ex-slave, the stupid lazy Mexican, etc.

· Feminist:  Women are entirely dependent on men, and, even though outnumbered are waiting for their savior (Simba) to come and restore order.  Nala represents the strength of women, “pinned ya again,” but once grown up and a “woman” is absolutely powerless compared to Scar (man).  Scar is also interesting as he is depicted in a characteristically homosexual manner, fastidious, limp wrist, accent, etc.  The idea seems to be, men rule, homosexuals are evil, women, while virtuous, are nothing without a strong man.

· Historical:  The movie makes frequent allusions to Nazi Germany when Scar takes over emphasizing the good vs. evil aspect of the film.  The movie also depicts Africa in a non-historically accurate manner, perhaps an idealized Africa before colonization, a utopia.  

