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AP LITERATURE TEST IS May 5th, 2003!!!

(mark your calendar)

Materials Needed:

· It will be assumed by the teacher that students come to class prepared each day.  That means they have the proper writing utensils, notebooks, the book(s) being studied, and a composition book(journal) every day.  Students should also be sure to have a #2 pencil for AP Multiple Choice test prep.
Objectives:

· The Objectives of this course are two-fold.  1.) Students should be well equipped to take and pass the AP Literature and Composition test.  2.) Students should be well equipped to take and pass a lower division college literature course next year.  In order for us to reach these goals, there is a lot of work to be done by both of us.  It is my philosophy to teach students the skills necessary to excel in both venues, rather than focussing primarily on one.  
Course description (disclaimers):

· This course, as you may have already heard, is not going to be your typical high school English course.  In fact, I am going to do everything possible to approach this course as if it were actually a lower division college literature course (you are trying to get college credit for just such a course, might as well give you your money’s worth).  

· Gone are the days where a student can float by on charm and good homework skills alone.  In this course I expect you to prove your mastery of each of the texts assigned, as well as those you undertake on your own, through class discussions and analytical essays.  There will be few, if any, quizzes on the reading, there may be tests on the reading, but only designed to help inform you of the types of questions given on the AP test.   Vocabulary is also important on the test, so there will be vocabulary quizzes, or application-based tests given.

· The bulk of your grade will be determined by how well you can analyze a particular work, and then convey that analysis in written form.

· I may ask you to spend some of your time after school to participate in or find supplemental materials for this course.  These may include watching movies, going to plays, visiting relevant locales or events, etc.  In such cases, consideration will be given and attendance will not be mandatory
Classroom Ethics:

· You know the NSHS Honor Code, it’s there for a reason.  The moral is, don’t cheat (notice how I didn’t say “don’t get caught cheating,” there is a difference).

· I would also like to add that there are certain ethical boundaries which we must face in this course.  I acknowledge that today there are many places for a student in your shoes to go in order to access crib notes, summaries, even entire essays in order to help you achieve a higher grade.  I think it should be noted that achieving a higher grade in the class is the only thing that cheating will afford you.  In fact, the one thing it will not afford you, the thing which you should be in this class for, is a higher grade on the AP test and a better preparation for college.

· Statistics:

· Think of it this way:


One semester of Tuition alone at UVA is……$2099

That means one class @ UVA is…………….$524.75


The cost of the Advanced Placement test is…$78

Total savings to you………………………...$446.7

AP students scoring
Average Grade in Higher Level courses
Percent earning A or B

5
3.42
93

4
3.39
94

3
3.17
88

Non AP Students who took higher level course in college
3.04
81

Independent Reading: 

· More specific criteria will be handed out later this week or by 9/9 at the latest.  Any part of an AP preparation course should ask a student to be well read within today’s literary canon.  Because of this, I am asking you to do independent reading (that is, reading on top of, not including, that which is done for class work.)  There will be a typed analytical paper due corresponding to this reading.  Papers will always be due and the next reading assigned on the first Monday of each month.  That makes four papers this semester (I’m an English teacher, not a math teacher, so you may want to check your work).

Grading:

· Grades will be made available to parents via email (pending certain software restrictions) and upon request at any time.

· Grade Table: (All assignments will be given a point value based on the overall value of the work coupled with the amount of time and effort necessary for completion of the assignment.)

*(all values approximated)

· Independent Reading essays:  100 points each

· End of Unit essays: 100 points each

· In class-timed AP prep essays: 30 points each

· Sample AP Multiple Choice tests: 10-50 points each

· Major projects/ Research Project: 200 points each

· Quizzes: 5-30 points 

*(all values approximated)

· 40% quarter 1, 40% quarter2, 20% semester final

In order to get an A for the first semester report card (these also help ensure success in college):

1.  Turn in all of your work, and turn it in on time.  For most major assignments due dates will be given well in advance, all assignments will be due on or before that due date.  Late papers will only be accepted upon teacher’s discretion, but I warn you, a late paper equals extra work for me.  I don’t like extra work.
2.  Do the reading.  It may sound simple, but in the technological age it is easier than ever to plagiarize or float by.  An empty ship can only float, fill it with your own thoughts and you can go somewhere (do you like that, I just made it up right now).
3.  Participate in discussions.  Ask questions of your peers and me.  I run my class using the Socratic method, for that to work you need to open your mouth and vent your opinion.  In order to have an opinion, you need to do the reading.  It’s a vicious cycle, I know, but get used to it.  I always hold the desire for my classes to become like Oprah’s book club, only with more intelligent and informed discussions, a bigger vocabulary, and a smaller appetite.
4.  Treat yourself, others, and (most importantly) me, with the respect and dignity a group of adults deserve.  Many of the students who have done poorly in my classes in the past have done so because they couldn’t act like adults.  I understand that Senior year is fun, senioritis contagious, and reading tedious, but you will find one of the major differences between college and high school is that in college, people actually want to be there.  They want to read; they want to participate.  I’m not asking you to avoid fun at all costs, I’m just telling you that you are in this class for a reason, and don’t blow it at the last second because of a lack of respect for yourself or anyone else.
5.  Show up.  Don’t skip class.  Don’t go on long vacations in the middle of the semester to Belize.  Discussions may be your most important asset in this class, so you don’t want to miss them.  Also, this class will be moving at a pace much faster than many of you are used to.  To miss a week in this course may set you back too far to ever catch up.  
Major Units Semester One:

1. Intro to course/College Application essay
2. Short Stories (various authors, by theme)
3. Harlem Renaissance (Hurston, Wright)
4. Drama (Miller, Sophocles, Ibsen, and others).
**It is greatly appreciated if all students would remove hats upon entering my class, also any clothing that is deemed by the teacher or school’s rules to be inappropriate will be dealt with promptly.  Also, please adhere to all of NSHS’ rules and regulations, you’re seniors, you know the rules. I don’t want to be a policeman.

GRADE SCALE


98-100		A+


94-97		A


90-93		B+


86-89		B


82-85		C+


78-81		C


74-77		D+


70-73		D


69-		F








