North Stafford High School

Course Information Sheet

2002-2003

Teacher:  Holt



Course Title:  English 9, Level 1

l 1

Subject Area:  English


Phone #:


Textbook:

E-mail: mrholtenglish@yahoo.com

Room #: 


Prep. Period:  1

Website: www.geocities.com/mrholtenglish  (extra credit!!! 20 points: go to website, name three men pictured on left-hand margin, respond via email)

Course Overview:

This course introduces students to critical analysis of literature through essay writing and oral responses.  Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling usage are emphasized.  The course curriculum and assessments, of both oral and written components, are designed to prepare students for higher level English courses, testing, and (eventually) college.

Course Goals:

Students will work toward meeting the following goals:

1. Expand their vocabulary through the use of dictionaries and other reference materials, context clues, and word structure.

2. Read analytically from both technical and literary works.

3. Read, reflect, and respond to a variety of literary works.

4. Use a variety of sentence structures to add diversity and richness to their writing and speaking style

5. Write well-developed paragraphs.

6. Write descriptive, narrative, and expository compositions based on personal experience and real-life situations.

7. Make planned oral presentations

8. Present and critique dramatic readings of literary selections

9. Compile, synthesize, organize, and apply information

10. Use the computer for word processing

11. Interact with visual media

12. Have fun (
Misc. (Especially for parents!!!): 

· All homework will be posted both on the board and on my website under the title “homework database”

· I will do my best to update my homework database weekly (on the Monday of each week), as long as I deem it useful.  If you use it, let me know, otherwise I may deem it not worth my time and effort.
· The grading software I have used in the past (and hope to use this year) has allowed me to email up-to-date progress reports directly to parents and print out weekly/bi-weekly reports, which I post in my classroom by ID#.  To inquire about your child’s grade, please email me and I’ll do my best to get the most current grading information to you.  Communication is the key!
Units of Study:

1. Romeo and Juliet

2. Short Stories
3. Poetry
4. Nonfiction
5. Animal Farm and other novels
Materials and Resources:

Students must come to class with all reading materials required by each unit, writing utensil, paper and MOST IMPORTANTLY… one Composition book.  This is not to be pages stapled together, nor is it to be a three-ring binder or a math note book.  This is a place for students to take all class notes and do reading responses for this class.  It is very important.

Grading Policy:

Each assignment will be given a point value depending on overall value and effort necessary.  These points will be totaled and averaged to obtain semester grades.  Grades will be posted on my classroom door weekly or bi-weekly. 

The types of assignments may include:

· Journals (5pts per entry)

· Daily homework (5-10 pts)

· Reading Quizzes (5-10 pts)

· In-Class essays (50-100 pts)

· Take Home essays (100 pts)

· End of book/unit tests (50-100 pts)

· Weekly vocabulary/grammar quiz (20 pts)

· Projects (100 pts)

*The Semester Final will be worth 15% of the total grade.

All major essays and projects will be graded with a rubric explaining the grading criteria, which will be handed out before the due date.  In most cases this rubric will contain the same information which I will use to grade the essay or project.

*I reserve the right to add a Participation grade to any class where I feel participation and/or compliance with school/classroom codes of conduct need improvement.  Generally this grade is worth 15% of total quarter grade.

Classroom Procedures and Student Expectations:

· Behavioral expectations – 

1. Respect is crucial to any successful group.  The teacher will treat each member of the class respectfully and expect all students to treat the teacher and other students in the class in the same manner.

2. Students are expected to come to class willingly, on time and prepared to do their best at all times. 

3. Students will respect themselves and others by adhering to school Conduct Code regarding cheating and plagiarism.  Rules regarding dress code, electronic devices (palm pilots and graphing calculators will be confiscated on suspicion of usage for anything other than writing down homework) will be enforced.  Please remove your hats, don’t eat or drink in the class, and pick up after yourself.

4. Students whose behavior threatens academic success of themselves or others will receive a verbal warning at the first incident.  A second incident will result in an informal conference between the teacher and student.  A third incident will result in a parent contact, a mandated time-out in another teachers’ classroom and/or a 15-minute detention with the teacher at lunch or after school.  Repeated incidents will be referred to the administration.

5. Any student who commits a suspendable offense or an open act of defiance will be referred to the office immediately.

· Late work policy:

Late work will only be accepted for excused absences of legitimate value -- no hair appointments.  It is the student’s responsibility to get work from the HW web page and complete the assignments listed.  The teacher will not seek out the student to remind him/her of missed work.  Students are also responsible for ALL class notes and materials missed.  

All excused late work will be due at the beginning of the 2nd class after absence.  

Essays turned in late will be demoted one letter grade per week late

Homework will not be accepted late.
· Bathroom passes will be given only to students who have a filled out pass in their OWN planner and when the timing is suitable.  IT IS EXPECTED THAT YOU USE THE RESTROOM ON YOUR OWN TIME.  Please don’t abuse this privilege.

Important Dates:

Interim Reports



Report Cards

October 3




November 14

December 11




February 4

February 28




April 10

May 12




June 18 (by mail)

Open House…August 30, 9 a.m. to noon

Parent Teacher Conferences October 10, February 13

**REMEMBER, in order to get an A in this or any class you must follow this equation:

Conformity + Initiative = academic success.



          (rules, etc.)      (meet and          (You get a desirable grade.)       
 



         exceed expectations)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 “As a member of the student body of North Stafford High School, I, _____________________, pledge that I will strive to be morally honest with myself and others in thought word and deed.  I will not participate in, encourage, or condone cheating in any form.”





X______________________

(sign and retu
rn)


Grading scale


100
