North Stafford High School

Course Information Sheet

2002-2003

Teacher:  Holt

Course Title:  English 12, Level 1 
Office Hours:  M-F 2:20-2:50

Subject Area:  English
E-mail: mrholtenglish@yahoo.com
   or holtrm@staffordschools.net 

Room #:  229

Prep. Period:  3 


Website:www.geocities.com/mrholtenglish  
Course Overview:

· “Level 1 English provides a rigorous course of study specifically  designed to prepare students who wish to attend a four-year college or university after graduation from high school.  Instruction and writing activities are largely literature based but do relate to students’ personal experiences as well.” 

--  Stafford County Public Schools

Course Goals:  (for more specific objectives see blue curriculum guide).

· My personal goals for each student is that upon leaving NSHS they find themselves competent and confident to enter the world of work or further education. 

· The focus of my course is to create critically aware citizens who can interpret and respond to information of any type.

Misc.: 

· All homework for the week will be posted both on the chalkboard in the same spot each Monday. 
· Please email me or visit my office hours (every day after school until 2:50).  In fact I feel so strongly about visiting during office hours that I have made a visit mandatory in the past.  I have an open door, the students who succeed are those who use it.
· There will be no major extra credit assignments given this year, so do the work the first time.
· My website will post assignments, handouts, notes, links, and other random things as I find them.  Please visit it and use it often.
Units of Study:*

Semester 1

1. College Application and the Personal Statement

2. Heroes Old and New.

3. A Pilgrimage.

4. Girls Love Sonnets

5. Shakespeare, yes Shakespeare.
 
Semester 2
6. The Romantic Era

7. The Research Paper

8. War! Huh, What is it good for?

9. Culminating Project/Activity. 

Materials and Resources:

Students must come to class with all reading materials required by each unit, writing utensil, paper and MOST IMPORTANTLY… one Composition book.  This is not to be pages stapled together, nor is it to be a three-ring binder or a math note book.  This is a place for students to take all class notes and do reading responses for this class.  It is very important.

Grading Policy:

Each assignment will be given a point value depending on overall value and effort necessary.  These points will be totaled and averaged to obtain semester grades.  Grades will be posted by student number weekly or bi-weekly. 

The types of assignments may include:

· Journals (5pts per entry)

· Daily homework (5-10 pts)

· Reading Quizzes (5-10 pts)

· In-Class essays (50-100 pts)

· Take Home essays (100 pts)

· End of book/unit tests (100 pts)

· Weekly vocabulary/grammar quiz (20 pts)

· Projects (100 pts)

*The Semester Final will be worth 20% of the total grade.

*I reserve the right to add a Participation grade to any class where I feel participation and/or compliance with school/classroom codes of conduct needs improvement.  Generally this grade is worth 15% of total quarter grade.

Classroom Procedures and Student Expectations:

· Behavioral expectations – 

1. Respect is crucial to any successful group.  The teacher will treat each member of the class respectfully and expect all students to treat the teacher and other students in the class in the same manner.

2. Students are expected to come to class willingly, on time, and prepared to do their best at all times. 

3. Students will respect themselves and others by adhering to school Conduct Code regarding cheating and plagiarism.  Rules regarding dress code, electronic devices (palm pilots and graphing calculators will be confiscated on suspicion of usage for anything other than writing down homework) will be enforced.  Please remove your hats, don’t eat or drink in the class, and pick up after yourself.

4. Students who get caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a zero for that assignment, be referred to administration, and be placed upon the wall of shame.  Students who get caught cheating or plagiarizing at most colleges and universities will be expelled from the school (they keep your money for the semester, though).

5. Students whose behavior threatens academic success of themselves or others will receive a verbal warning at the first incident, their name will be placed on the board.  In the event of a second disruption a mark will be placed next to their name, resulting in a 20 minute detention and a phone call home.  For each act of defiance occurring on that day a subsequent 20 minutes will be added to the detention.

6.  Any student who commits a suspendable offense or an open act of defiance will be referred to S.T.O.P. immediately.

7. You’re seniors, you know how to behave, right? 

· Late work policy:

Late work will only be accepted for excused absences of legitimate value -- no hair appointments, etc.  It is the student’s responsibility to get work from the HW board at the beginning of each week and complete the assignments listed.  The teacher will not seek out the student to remind him/her of missed work.  Students are also responsible for ALL class notes and materials missed.  

All excused late work will be due at the beginning of the 2nd class after absence.

Any assignment with a point value of over 50 may be turned in late but will be demoted one letter grade per week late



Homework will not be accepted late.
· Bathroom passes will be given only to students who have a filled out pass in their OWN planner (with ID) and when the timing is suitable.  IT IS EXPECTED THAT YOU USE THE RESTROOM ON YOUR OWN TIME.  Please don’t abuse this privilege.

Important Dates: 

· October 9, November 6, December 4 = SAT’s

· November 2nd = Voting day (for some it will be your first!)

· June 16th = Graduation!!!
Interim Reports



Report Cards

October 7
 



November 10

December 15




January 31

March 7




April 13

May 17




June 17(by mail)

**REMEMBER, in order to get an A in this or any class you must follow this equation:

Conformity + Initiative = academic success.



          (rules, etc.)      (meet and          (You get a desirable grade.)       
 



   exceed expectations)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 “As a member of the student body of North Stafford High School, I, _____________________, pledge that I will strive to be morally honest with myself and others in thought word and deed.  I will not participate in, encourage, or condone cheating in any form.”





X______________________

(sign and return)

*Find a more detailed curriculum map on my website.





Generally, it is my policy to grade all major essays and projects with a rubric explaining the grading criteria, which will be handed out before the due date.  In most cases this rubric will contain the same information which I will use to grade the essay or project.








