Scarlet Letter historical context





Holt APE

I. Setting

II. Puritans

A. left the persecution of English, Queen Elizabeth I, and migrated to America (some went to Holland, like_______________________,  from the book).

B. Their aim was to purify the church of England of all traces of Catholocism in liturgy, theology, and church organization.  Hence, the name, puritan.

C. Sought the establishment of a theocracy.  (root=

  Suffix=


)

The word of God would be basis for governing. 
D.  Opposed to religious freedom

E. Central tenet of Puritanism was predestination: all good things are controlled beforehand by the will of God

F. All humans deserved damnation because of Original Sin, but some were “elected” to receive salvation by God.

1.  Either way, you don’t know until Judgement Day, and nothing you do can alter your Fate.  People still acted piously, though. 

G. They actively suppressed the desires of the flesh, studied the Bible, and attended the teaching of their ministers.

H. Though they can’t see their “inner state of Grace” (that which will save them on J.D.) they could and did recognize inner corruption in others. (sound familiar?)

I. The ideas surround sex and sexuality were greatly changed by the Puritans.  They only saw sex as functional, reproductive, and were really one of the first groups to categorize all sex as sin.  Again, hypocrisy existed in that humans still enjoyed sex; (does that hypocrisy still exist today?)

III. Punishment

A. Punishments like hanging, whipping, and humiliation in the pillory were common and given to anything from espousing a different religious belief, to witchcraft, to adultery.  Basically they punished anything and everything.

B. The intent was not to punish, God would do that on JD, there in lies the paradox (does this paradox still exist today?)

C. The intent was a warning to deter others from straying from righteousness.

IV. What role does Puritanical beliefs play in our lives today? 

V.  Chapters 1-5

A. Irony

1. Irony

a. situational irony (physician whose life goal is to kill)

b. dramatic irony (Dimmesdale “speaking” to Hester)

c. verbal irony (Hester’s needlework becomes popular, vanity is a sin, garments made by sinful hands, all create irony)

B.  Symbolism

1. cemetary and prison

2. rose bush

3. weeds and ugly vegetation

4. forest 

