Scarlet Letter end of book assessment

1. There will be a m/c test on the book and our discussions and an essay.

2. For the essay you will  read one of the essays in criticism and scholarship and critique the ideas presented. While you read the essay consider the following questions:

· Which type of  literary critique did the author use? 

·  What did he fail to consider? 

·  With what was the author mostly concerned?  

· How strong is the author’s argument? 

·  Are there any assumptions that the author could be basing their argument on? 

Then, in a complete essay, create your own thesis for the work, which either uses the critic’s essay as support or critiques their argument.


For example (off the top of my head and without even reading his essay, so don’t use this):  “Despite Colacurcio’s assertion that Hawthorne was making a direct statement about Ann Hutchinson’s “casting off” through the character of Hester Prynne, it can only be argued that Hester was created as a blank-slate, an “every-woman,” with whom we could all relate.  The idea that she was a thinly veiled attempt at historical criticism only weakens the affect of the novel as a whole.”

*Remember, since you are using multiple sources you need to include a works cited page.  For help ask or use page 232 of Writing About Literature. (10% of total grade)
Suggested essays: (because I’ve read them and think they are more of the type which we have and will be doing).

· Narrative Tone in “The Custom-House” p. 249

· Form and Content in The Scarlet Letter p. 283

· Realms of Being and Dramatic Irony  p.  308

· Three Orders: Natural, Moral, and Symbolic  p. 315

· Transformations: Hester and Arthur  p. 325

· The Ambivalent Narrator of The Scarlet Letter p. 416

