Hamlet Syllabus

· Character Analysis 4/2

· Test on action, famous lines, and analysis 4/29

· An in classessay due: 4/30

· A research paper, as I.R. #8
Due 5/10 (after the test, but don’t wait)
**********For each act:

Come prepared with a list of questions to guide the discussion (think critical approaches to literature, ask those questions again).  

3/30 Poetry essay

3/31 Poetry test (scansion, vocab, etc)

4/2 General discussion and Research guidelines (possibly) *Character analysis due

· Family album Hamlet Gert Claudius frmr King

· Hamlet’s Diary act 1.
4/5: act 1
· Start class with a free write:  compare Hamlet’s two soliloquies in scene ii and v.  What do they reveal about the changes in his nature? Why does he talk to himself in the first place?

· Setting and context:  What is happening in the state of Denmark?  How do we know?  How does this affect meaning/action?

4/7: act 1

· Discuss Tragic Hero and Tragic Flaw. 

· What characteristics of Hamlet fall into the Tragic Hero based on Act 1 alone?

· His main conflicts: relationship with father & revenge

· Another conflict: “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark”—that something which affects everyone (ask:  do people really act this way normal?  What’s wrong? )  Hamlet’s quest is to discover the source and reveal it to the people, restoring natural order.

· What personality traits does he show in Act 1?

· Which seem to be his Achilles’ heel?

· What in Act 1 is set up as the tragic flaw?

? AP PREP??? RESEARCH QUESTIONS
4/8: act 2

Start with Free write:  How does this act relate to the idea of life as theater?  Which characters are not involved in the make-believe?  Which are wearing masks of one kind or another?

  READING QUIZ:  LIST THE TWO PLANS SET UP BY WHOM AND TO DO WHAT?

· Hamlet’s “transformation” what leads to it according to:

· Polonius

· Rosencrantz and Guilderstein

· Gertrude

4/9: act 2

· Start with Free Write:  Write Hamlet’s diary right now, at this point in the play.
· Ophelia’s character:  What do we know about her?  What is her importance?  What about the matter of Hamlet’s letters?  What is the representation of women thus far in the play?

· Mark Hamlet’s appearance to Ophelia 2.1. Speculate on letters contents.

· Analysis of a scene:  3.1 Read aloud and discuss

· Choose a Literary Critique lense through which to look at the play for your research paper at this time (we’ve read it before, now after the second time through, where is your analytical mind going?)  You don’t have to have a thesis, just an idea of where to go, remember the research is going to help inform our thesis.
4/12-4/16: Spring Break:  Over Spring Break I assume some of us will have some free time.  If you do, it would be a great time to go the MWC library to find resources, photo-copy, etc. for our research paper.

4/19: act 3

Freewrite:  ACT III always marks the turning point in Shakespearean Tragedy, that event or moment that determines the hero’s fate.  What would yopu say is the turning point in this act? Why is this moment so crucial to the plot?

· How has Ophelia’s role changed in the play?  Who is using her now? (PUNS)

· Go over the “mousetrap.”  How does it work?

4/20: act 3

Soliloquy group 1—3.1 Hamlet’s “To Be or Not to Be” soliloquy

Recite and explicate the soliloquy (treat it as a poem, go line by line and make sense of it)

· Meaning: why famous?
4/21: 

Soliloquy group 2 – 3.3 Claudius’s Soliloquy:

· At what point should Hamlet take revenge?  Why doesn’t he?
4/22: act 4

Start with Free Write: Write a well organized timed essay which compares the scenes of Hamlet and Ophelia in Act IV.  What do the scenes reveal about the nature of each character, and his or her vulnerability?

Family Portraits: 

· Hamlet, Gert., Claudius

· 3.3, 4.1, 4.2

· Laertes Ophelia Pol.

· 4.3, 4.4, 4.7

4/23: act 4

· Character sketch: Hamlet

· Look at act IV scene iv, what is Hamlet saying?

· Aabout thought and action?

· What about the idea of honor?
· How do these thoughts create or resolve our Tragic conflicts from Act I.

· “We know what we are but know not what we may be.”  Who said it? Context?

· How does this quote relate to Ophelia, Hamlet and Gertrude?

· How does this quote relate to you?

· How has Shakespeare used humor and puns to further the events of the play?  What other purpose might he have for them?

· Laertes as Foil?  Ophelia as Foil?  Anyone else as foil?

· (start in class, finish for HW): What problems still exist in the play?  Come up with an alternate ending from this point in the play on, the only catch is: it has to have a happy ending.

4/26:  Soliloquy group #3- 4.4 “what is a man?”

· what did Fort. Say/do that caused this turning point?
4/27: act 5

Critical lenses:  What would each look at in this scene then the whole play (not what would they say, just what/who).

· plot structure: where is the climax?  Resolution?  Who is left to? To Do what?  Significance?
4/28: act 5

Freewrite:  Why do you suppose there are no soliloquies in act V?  How do we learn Hamlet’s deepest thoughts now?
· Ophelia’s denial by the church:  What is being said about women?  What kind of women do we get in this play?  How are they presented?

· Everyone is dead?  How did that happen?  Why?
4/29: test

4/30: in class essay:  Choose one:

· In the course of a provocative essay on Hamlet in his book The Idea of Theater, the critic Francis Fergusson touches on a religious element in the play.  According to Fergusson, Hamlet sees the evil, the rottenness of life in the state of Denmark, bears witness,  suffers to reveal the truth as a kind of agent in the hands of a higher spiritual power, and becomes a martyr to this cause as the natural order and spiritual health are restored.  In an essay, discuss how much evidence you can find for the development of this pattern in the play.

· Hamlet has a job to do – to seek revenge for the murder of his father.  It seems to take him a long time to accomplish.  Some say his problem is that he is a man who cannot make up his mind; others, that he is a victim of procrastination, putting things off, ,possibly with the hope that they will just go away.  Is he simply unwilling?  Incapable?  Miscast in the role fate has bestowed on him?  How do you see him, and what evidence do you find to support your opinion?

· Discuss the causes of Ophelia’s breakdown and suicide, what role did society play in that tragic end?  What role did Hamlet play?  Who is to blame?

·  Discuss the role of masks and the idea of the play within a play in Hamlet.  Which characters wear masks, why?  How does this idea help push the action of the play?  How are these “masks” created?

5/10 research paper due

Soliloquy groups:

On the assigned days: each of you will do two things:

a.) Write a 500 word explication of the entire soliloquy, in the conclusion discussing it’s impact on the work as a whole. (50 pts)

b.) Recite the entire soliloquy from memory for the class. (50 pts)

· An A+ recitation is completely memorized, without pause, or mistake and with some artistic interpretation infused into lines.

· An  A = completely memorized, without pause, or mistake

· B+ = completely memorized, few pauses, or mistakes

· B = completely memorized, and/or a couple of pauses or mistakes

· C+ = mostly memorized, and/or few pauses, or mistakes

· C = mostly memorized, and/or some pauses or mistakes

· D+ = mostly not memorized, and/or frequent pauses or mistakes

· D = worse than above

· F = Incomplete recitation.

· 0 = no attempt made. 

Group 1

1. Dan

2. Fitz

3. Morgan

4. Stephanie

5. Max

Group 2

1. Annie

2. Lindsay

3. Latoya

4. Ruth

5. Renecia

Group 3

1. Jennifer

2. Gian

3. Brian

4. Jessica
5. Victoria















