Hamlet Syllabus

Assignments:
· Test on action, famous lines
· An in class essay

· A research paper, as I.R. #8
· For each act, write a diary entry from Hamlet’s Perspective. (6 total)

*For each act:

Come prepared with a list of questions to guide the discussion (think critical approaches to literature, ask those questions again).  

4/6: act 1
· Setting and context:  What is happening in the state of Denmark?  How do we know?  How does this affect meaning/action?

· What characteristics of Hamlet fall into the Tragic Hero based on Act 1 alone?

· His main conflicts: relationship with father & revenge

· Another conflict: “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark”—that something which affects everyone (ask:  do people really act this way normal?  What’s wrong? )  Hamlet’s quest is to discover the source and reveal it to the people, restoring natural order.

· What personality traits does he show in Act 1?

· Which seem to be his Achilles’ heel?

4/11: act 2

· Hamlet’s “transformation” what leads to it according to:

· Polonius

· Rosencrantz and Guilderstein

· Gertrude

Mark Hamlet’s appearance to Ophelia 2.1. Speculate on letters contents.

· Choose a Literary Critique lense through which to look at the play for your research paper at this time (we’ve read it before, now after the second time through, where is your analytical mind going?)  You don’t have to have a thesis, just an idea of where to go, remember the research is going to help inform our thesis.
· Soliloquoy group 1 – 2.2 Hamlet “Ay, so, Goodbye to you”
4/13: act 3

· How has Ophelia’s role changed in the play?  Who is using her now? (PUNS)

· Go over the “mousetrap.”  How does it work?

· Soliloquy group 2—3.1 Hamlet’s “To Be or Not to Be” soliloquy

· Soliloquy group 2 – 3.3 Claudius’s Soliloquy: “My offense is rank”
4/17-21 Spring Break:  Over Spring Break I assume some of us will have some free time.  If you do, it would be a great time to do some stuff for our research paper.

4/24: act 4

Start with Free Write: Write a well organized timed essay which compares the scenes of Hamlet and Ophelia in Act IV.  What do the scenes reveal about the nature of each character, and his or her vulnerability?

1. Character sketch: Hamlet

· Look at act IV scene iv, what is Hamlet saying?

· How do these thoughts create or resolve our Tragic conflicts from Act I.

· “We know what we are but know not what we may be.”  Who said it? Context?

· How has Shakespeare used humor and puns to further the events of the play?  What other purpose might he have for them?

· Laertes as Foil?  Ophelia as Foil?  Anyone else as foil?

· (start in class, finish for HW): What problems still exist in the play?  Come up with an alternate ending from this point in the play on, the only catch is: it has to have a happy ending.

4/24:  Soliloquy group #3- 4.4 “what is a man?”

4/26: act 5

· plot structure: where is the climax?  Resolution?  Who is left to? To Do what?  Significance?
· Ophelia’s denial by the church:  What is being said about women?  What kind of women do we get in this play?  How are they presented?

· Everyone is dead?  How did that happen?  Why?
4/28: test

4/28: in class essay: 

5/1 (I know it’s a Y day): research paper due

Soliloquy groups:

On the assigned days: each of you will do two things:
a.) Write a 500 word explication of the entire soliloquy, in the conclusion discussing it’s impact on the work as a whole. (50 pts)

b.) Recite the entire soliloquy from memory for the class. (50 pts)

· An A+ recitation is completely memorized, without pause, or mistake and with some artistic interpretation infused into lines.

· An  A = completely memorized, without pause, or mistake

· B+ = completely memorized, few pauses, or mistakes

· B = completely memorized, and/or a couple of pauses or mistakes

· C+ = mostly memorized, and/or few pauses, or mistakes

· C = mostly memorized, and/or some pauses or mistakes

· D+ = mostly not memorized, and/or frequent pauses or mistakes

· D = worse than above

· F = Incomplete recitation.

· 0 = no attempt made. 

Group 1) 2.2 “Ay, so, goodbye to you”
1. Lauren

2. Shanea

3. Amanda 

4. David C
5. Laura
Group 2) 3.1 “To be or not to be”
1. Kathryn

2. Adam
3. Sarah

4. Mariah

Group 3) 3.3 Claudius “my offense is rank”
1. Brendan
2. Jessica

3. Kelly

4. Evan

Group 4) 4.4 “What is a man?”

1. Eileen

2. Jason

3. Shanae

4. David R.

5. Ashley
















