On writing analytical papers, Notes after reading summer assignments.
MAKE SURE YOU RE-READ THE ASSIGNMENT SHEET!!!
1. Look at your comments.  Each of you say one reoccurring comment or “ask me” comment.

DO’s

2. Generic Organization of a body paragraph

a. Topic sentence (more than summary, has your opinion in it)

b. Fact/detail/CD:  quote from text.

c. Commentary: your opinion, relating quote to opinion in topic sentence (don’t translate)

d. Commentary: your opinion, relation paragraph to thesis.

  *always more CM than CD

3. Depth of thesis.  Say what you think theme is (not subject) and why/how elements are used.

4. Relate body paragraphs to thesis (always, make it clear)

5. Look at and understand the rubric.  Use my grade on each section as my main source of commentary to improve next time.

6. “Because” the single most important word to use.

7. Ask questions (see handout)

8. Deal with words and only the words in the text, not historical/biographical information.  Words must prove your point.  Don’t “construct” a meaning that is separate from the text.

9. Quote early and often.  (cite)

10. How to use quotes:

a. Long

i. If quote longer than four lines (typed), then indent entire quotation, single space, put period at end, then cite.  Then go on with your paragraph

b. Imbedded

i. Work quote into your sentence, flows better.

Don’ts
1. Plagiarize words or ideas:  ALL PAPERS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO turniting.com BY DEADLINE (Oct. 4th)

2. add Biographical info unless you are using it as part of your thesis (always cite your source with parenthetical and works cited page)

3. Try to write about the entire book.  Choose one scene, character, etc. and go deep.

4. Refer to self or your reaction as you were reading.
5. Summarize or merely paraphrase the book.  Assume the reader has read the work, go from there.

a. Not what the story is about

b. About the story.

