The following are our reading for December.  Next to each section is the date by which the reading should be done by.  Underneath each assignment are some questions to use to direct your reading and to think about.  As we only have a limited time to discuss such a massive novel, these are some major points we probably won’t get to in our class discussions.

I. 1-42 (12/2 – we ran out of time ()

Omniscient narration p 10:  “Vera went behind”


Say about Bigger’s ability to reflect, perspective of the world?


Explain “What his life meant”  what would happen?

Find other examples of omniscient narration: what does Bigger think?

P. 20, Bigger’s reaction to “they don’t let us do nothing.”

Look for clues as to Bigger’s emotions (how are they described figuratively), Look for Foreshadowing. 

At the movies

Why the “nightstick” scene?

Any light bulbs go off in the news reels? 

 The fight with Gus, p 38-40.  

Why does he fight Gus? What does he make him do? 

Sexualization of violence. Find other examples

II. 42-93 (12/4)

Bigger’s actions at the interview.  What stereotypes does he reaffirm, what stereotypes does he place? Why?

Mary and Jan “The Reds”- what is Wright’s political message?

III. p. 97-163 (12/8)

What are the motives of the following characters?

The Daltons: Mary and Jan: Bigger: Bigger’s Mom

     Look closely at the first paragraph on p. 115, what is it saying?

IV. P. 164-241 (12/10)

What are the reoccurring motifs given in this section?

V. p.241-270 (12/11)

Look at the dialog on p 251, what is being said about black people by black people, this true today?

The scene, eavesdropping p. 260  the girl, what’s up with that?

Symbolism: ICE, LIGHTS

VI. p. 273-310 (12/12)

examine first paragraph

is there a clue about why the sister is brown?

Role of Religion vs. Politics (Law)

Significance of book title: FATE.  Strong word, what is Wright saying?

VII. p. 310-370 (12/15)

Describe Max as a character, Who is Wright using him to represent (look at his speeches and the ideas behind them)

Note instances of the “white mob”

VIII. p. 370-430 (12/17)

     Find evidence of motifs, used earlier in the book, as they are used at the end of the novel. 

     Does Bigger show growth as a character? Why/why not?

     Think again about politics/how to critique a political novel, (notes 12/3)

There will be a test on the novel as well as a writing assignment, those will be given with more detail later on, depending on how much we cover.

